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Xiilasa: Azarbaycanin ermonilor torafindon soyqirimina maruz qalan digor
arazilarinda oldugu kimi, Nax¢ivan bélgasinda do AXC hokumati soyqirimi va etnik
tomizloma siyasatina qarsi tadbirlor gormiis, 6z arazilorini qoruyub saxlamaq va
yerli tirk ahalisinin hiiquglarimi miidafio etmok istigamoatinda faaliyyat gostor-
misdir. Yerli ahalinin bilavasito istivaki va Tiirkiyanin dastayi ilo Azorbaycan
hokumoati bu istigamoatds bir swra horbi-diplomatik tadbirlor hayata kegirmigdi.
Miittofiq doviatlorin buradaki bazi niimayondalorinin gizli dastoyina, Naxg¢ivan
arazisina ¢oxsaylt hiicumlarina baxmayaraq Ermonistan bu bolgoni alo kegira
bilmamisdir. Zangazur, Iravan bélgalarindan forqli olaraq ermonilor Nax¢ivanda
tiirk ahalisinin kiitlavi qirilmast va tamizlonmasi ilo bagh planlarini hayata kegira
bilmadilar. Mahz naxgivanlilarin iimumxalg miigavimati vo AXC hékumatinin horbi-
siyasi saylori naticasinda Nax¢irvan abadi olaraq Azarbaycanmin torkib hissasi kimi
qaldi.

Mbqalonin yazilmasinda Azorbaycan arxiviorinin sanadlorindan, Ingiltora va
Tiirkiyanin arxiviorindon gotiiriilmiis va nasr edilmis materiallar toplusundan
istifado edilmigdir. Miidllif tadqigat zamani movzuya aid genis adabiyyatdan yarar-
lanmisdir

AXC hékumatinin ermonilorin miisalman ahaliya garsi hayata kegirdiklori
soyqirimi va etnik tomizlomaya, orazilori iddialarina, o ciimlodon Nax¢ivana
iddialarina qarst miibarizasi, bununla bagl yeni faktlarin va yanasmalarin ortaya
qoyulmasi davam edan informasiya miiharibasina dastakdir. Bu baximdan maqala-
da arasdirilan masalalor oldugca aktualdr.
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Abstract: In the Nakhchivan region, as in other territories of Azerbaijan, the
ADR government carried out certain measures to protect and ensure the security of
the local Turkic-Muslim population, who were subjected to genocide and ethnic
cleansing by Armenian forces, and carried out activities to defend their sovereign
rights to this territory. The Azerbaijani government, with the direct participation of
the local population and the support of Turkey, has taken political, diplomatic and
military steps in this in this regard. Despite the hidden support of some
representatives of the allied states, repeated attacks on the territory of Nakhchivan,
Armenia was never able to capture this region. Unlike the regions of Zangezur,
Irevan and other territories, in Nakhchivan the Armenians failed to implement their
plans for the mass extermination and expulsion of the Turkic population. It was
thanks to the popular resistance of the Nakhchivan people and the military-
diplomatic efforts of the ADR government that Nakhchivan remained an integral
part of Azerbaijan.

When writing the article, documents from Azerbaijani archives and materials
from published collections extracted from the archives of Great Britain and Turkey
were used. A wide range of scientific works on the topic under study was subjected
to extensive scientific processing.

Studying the history of the struggle of the ADR government against the
genocide and ethnic cleansing of the Muslim population by Armenians, their claims
on the territory of our country, including Nakhchivan, presenting new facts and
new approaches in this regard are an integral part of the ongoing information war.
Therefore, the presented topic does not lose its relevance today.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, Turkey, Nakhchivan, Armenia, genocide, government
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Pestome: B Haxuviganckom pecuoHe, KAk U Ha Opyeux mMeppumopusix
Aszepbatioocana, npasumenvcmeo AJ[P ocywecmensnnio onpedenéntvle mepuvl Ojisl
3awumul u obecneueHus: 6e30NaAcCHOCU MeCMHO20 MIOPKO-MYCYIbMAHCKO20 Hace-
JIeHUs, N008epeasule2ocs 2eHoyudy U SMHUYECKUM YUCIKAM CO CHOPOHbBL
APMAHCKUX (DOPMUPOBAHUL, OCYUECMBIALO AKMUBHYIO 0esMeNbHOCHb N0 OMmC-
MAUBAHUIO CB0UX CYBEPEHHLIX Npag Ha omy meppumopuro. Azepbatiodcanckoe
NpasUMeENbCmeo NpU  HeNnoCPeOCEEeHHOM YHACMUU MEeCMHO20 HACeleHUs U
noooepoicke Typyuu, npeonpuHalo NOAUMUKO-OUNIOMAMUYECKUE U B0CHHble WaU
6 omom Hanpagienuu. Hecmomps Ha cKkpvimyio no00epicKy HeKomopbiMu
npeocmasumenimu COI3HbIX 20CY0apcme, MHO2OKPAMHbIE HANA0eHUs HA meppu-
moputo Haxuvieana, Apmenus max u He cmo2nd 3axeamums dMOm pecuoH. B
omauuue om pe2uonos 3ancesyp, Opueansv u opy2ux meppumopui, 6 Haxuvieane
apmanam He YOAn0Ch OCYWecmeums ceoU MNIAHbL MACCO8020 UCMPeONeHUs U
U3CHAHUSL TIOPKCKO20 HaceneHus. Mmenno 6nazooaps 6ceHapoOHOMY CONpoOmus-
JIEHUIO HAXYBIBAHYE8 U B0eHHO-OunioMamudeckux ycunutl npasumeivcmea AJIP,
Haxuviean ocmancsi cocmasnou wacmvio Azepoaiiodicana.

Ilpu nanucanuu cmamou UCHOIBL3OBANUCL OOKYMEHMbL A3EPOANUONCAHCKUX
apxueos, mamepuanvl OnyOIUKOBAHHLIX COOPHUKOS, U3GLEYEHHBIX U3 aAPXUBO8
Benuxoopumanuu u Typyuu. Bvin nodeepenym wupokoi Hayuhou obpabomxe
OONBULOT CIEKP HAYYHBIX MPYOO8 NO UCCTIe0YeMOU meme

Uszyuenue ucmopuu 6opvbul npasumenvcmea AJ/[P npomus ocyuecmenenus
ApMAHAMU  2€HOYUOA U IMHUYECKUX HUCMOK MYCYTbMAHCKO20 HACENeHUs, UX
NpUmMA3aHULL Ha meppumopuy Hawen cmpawusl, exmouas Haxuyviean, npeocmas-
JIeHUe 8 C6A3U C IMUM HOBbIX (PaKMO8 U HOBbIX NOOX0008, AGIAIONCL COCHABHOLU
uacmuvio npoooaHcarowelicss unpopmayuorHol eotinel. Ilosmomy, npedcmasieHHas
mema He mepsem c80l0 aKMyaibHOCMb U CE200HS.

Knioueevie cnosa: Azepoaiioncan, Typyus, Haxuviean, Apmenus, eenoyuo,
npasumenbCmaeo

ARMENIA’S PLANS ON THE NAKHCHIVAN TERRITORY AND THE
COUNTERMEASURES OF THE AZERBAIJAN GOVERNMENT
(1918-1920)

Introduction

During the existence of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR) the
government of Azerbaijan attempted to regulate relations with Armenia peacefully,
secure diplomatic steps to defend the rights of the Azerbaijani population subjected
to genocide by the Republic of Ararat (Armenia), provide financial and spiritual
assistance to refugees, and protect their historical lands from occupation. The
territorial claims pretended by Armenia against the Nakhchivan region were not
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satisfied in a peaceful way, and as a result, Armenian political circles implemented
the policy of genocide and ethnic cleansing against Azerbaijanis, accompanied by
military intervention against the historical territories of Azerbaijan. Besides with
other territories claimed by Armenians (Zangazur, Karabakh, part of Gazakh
province), the ADR government conducted a diplomatic struggle to resolve
disputed issues in the Nakhchivan region, asked foreign countries for help in
preventing genocide, and demanded decisive measures.

After the decree on the genocide of Azerbaijanis' signed by the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan on March 26, 1998, an order was issued to mark March
31 as genocide day every year. This is a manifestation of the fact that the state
always focuses on genocide issues. The struggle of the ADR government against
genocide and ethnic cleansing, the study of their results, the investigation of the
reasons why the Armenians in Nakhchivan could not entirely implement the
genocide, and the introduction of new facts support the proceeding information
war. The issues investigated in the article are very relevant in terms of the fight
against the provocations and territorial claims of Armenia that continue today.

Researches and recently discovered documents® demonstrate that Turkey
began to gradually withdraw its army until the Armistice of Mudros due to the
September 23 German-Turkish agreement and Turkey’s personal political interests.
After the Peace of Mudros, the remaining Turkish troops departed from the
Caucasus region.

Military, political and social situation in Nakhchivan

The Armenian government nominated territorial claims to implement its
expansionist policy, and in order to justify these claims legally, it reduced the
number of the local Muslim population by committing a genocide and ethnic
cleansing policy. When the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic was established, its
territory was 113.9 thousand square kilometers. The Republic of Armenia raised
territorial claims to 16.6 thousand square kilometers of this territory.> One of these
alleged areas was Nakhchivan, the historical land of Azerbaijan. The majority of
the population in Nakhchivan territory consisted of Azerbaijanis. This was also
confirmed by the British Foreign Office. The information sent to the military office
stated that the main population of Nakhchivan, whose northern and southern
borders have not yet been completely determined, consists of Tatars (Azerbaijani —
J.N.) and that this territory has never been seriously invaded by the Republic of
Armenia.*

! Azorbaycanlilarin soyqirmmi haqqinda Azerbaycan Respublikasi Prezidentinin formani,
Azarbaycan Respublikasi prezidentinin rosmi internet sayti. Baki, 26 mart, 1998.

* Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti. Béyiik Britaniyamn arxiv sanadlari. Baki, Casioglu,
2008, 5.96-97; 5.167.

3 Ismay1l Haciyev. Ermonilorin Azorbaycana qarsi arazi iddialar1 va ganh cinayatlori,
Naxc¢ivan, Ocomi. 2012, s.48.

* JlokymenThI BPHTAHCKOr0 HAMOHAJIBLHOTO apxuBa no ucropun IO:xnoro Kapkasa
1918-1920 ropos. baky, Typxaun UIIO, 1.1, 4.1, 2020, c.188.
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Some Armenian authors argue that the majority of the population of
Nakhchivan consisted of Armenians, and that the number of the Armenian popu-
lation decreased as a result of the Baku operation by the Turkish army in 1918.°
However, the above source also confirms that the majority of the population in
Nakhchivan, which the Armenians noted as a disputed territory, was Muslim.

The fact that Armenians were less than Azerbaijanis is also given in their
own press and official documents. According to the Armenian press, in November
1919, 70.000 Armenians lived in Sharur and Nakhchivan.®

Territorial claims, the plan to change the population composition impelled
the Armenian government to military aggression. Armenia considered Nakhchivan
the territory of Armenians and intervened there militarily in May-June 1918.
However, the Armenians were defeated in the territories of Khanliq and Ulya
Norashen and retreated to Dereleyez.’

Then, in July 1918, Armenian armed groups led by Andranik captured
Nakhchivan and declared that weapons would be confiscated from the population
and those who opposed the government would be punished. To implement all this,
Andranik inquired Stepan Shaumyan for help and received a positive response.®
Thus, the expansive military aggression of Armenia to Nakhchivan began.
Although Andranik declared that was a subject of the Russian Bolsheviks, he
actually defended the interests of the Armenian state. On August 4, 1918, the
chairman of the Baku Armenian Council noted that there were 25 thousand
Armenian troops in Iravan under the leadership of Nazarbeyov, and the national
hero Andranik was in Nakhchivan. Armenians in the occupied territories (by the
Turks — J.N.) support the Baku Council.” Apparently, the Baku Armenian Council,
which considers itself a branch of the Armenian Council in Iravan, called Andranik
a national hero.

Since Nakhchivan was transferred to the control of Turkey according to the
Batumi Treaty of June 4, 1918, the military aggression of Armenia to this region
was assessed as a violation of the terms of the treaty. Therefore, the Ottoman
troops entered the territory of Nakhchivan and attempted to organize the defense of
the region and protect the Muslim population. With the support of Turkey, the local
Muslims were defeated from the Armenians on July 20. Andranik’s group first
moved to Gorus and then to Sisian.'’

> Apmen XaunksH. Mcropusi ApMennn (KpaTkuii ouepk). Dpesan, Duut [Tpunt, 2009,
c.13.

6 lokymenThl BpHTaHCKOT0 HALMOHAJIBLHOTO apxuBa 1o ucropun IOxnoro Kapkasa
1918-1920 rogos. baky, Typxau UI1O, 1.1, 4.2, 2020, c.160.

7 Kamran Ismayilov. Azorbaycamn Nax¢ivan bolgasi regional harbi-siyasi proseslordo
(1917-1920). Baki, Turxan NPB, 2019, s.31-32.

¥ Ibrahim Atnur, Osmanh idaragiliyindon Sovet idaraciliyino qadar Naxcivan (1918-
1921). Naxgivan, Ocami, 2013, s.57-58.

? Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti. Boyiik Britaniyamn arxiv sonadlori. Baki, Casioglu,
2008, 5.98-103.

1 brahim Atnur. Indicated book, p.60.
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On September 23, 1918, a secret protocol on the withdrawal of Turkish
troops from Azerbaijan was signed between Talat Pasha and Germany in Berlin.
By signing this protocol, which completely changed the Turkish policy in
Azerbaijan, Talat Pasha correctly assessed the military situation. The danger of the
invasion of Bulgaria was approaching, and 4 divisions were extradited to Constan-
tinople by Turkey. A part of the Turkish army that liberated Baku remained in
Azerbaijan in order to prevent the massacres that the Armenians might commit."’

On October 23, 1918, the Turkish High Command issued a definitive order
to evacuate troops from Iran and the Caucasus beyond the borders (Kars, Ardahan
and Batum) defined by the terms of the Brest-Litovsk Peace, and the Eastern Army
Group was officially disbanded. However, Turkey was worried that Armenia,
especially Andranik’s gangs, would resume their hostile policy.'?

It was believed in the scientific literature that the Turkish army left
Azerbaijan and the Caucasus after the terms of the Mudros Treaty. Researches and
recently discovered documents above show that Turkey started to gradually
withdraw its army until the Mudros Treaty due to the September 23 German-
Turkish agreement and Turkey’s own political interests. After the Peace of
Mudros, the remaining Turkish troops left the Caucasus region. However, Turkey
found another way to stay in the Caucasus by nominating Turkish officers to the
leadership of the Azerbaijani army. The last Turkish army left Azerbaijan on
December 22, 1918."

Having received the news about the leaving of the Turks the South
Caucasus, the Armenians again continued the genocide and ethnic cleansing in
Nakhchivan and other Azerbaijani territories. In addition to important issues such
as the promotion of the country in the international arena, in foreign policy the
ADR government was forced to act in the direction of preventing Armenia’s
military intervention and genocide attempt in Nakhchivan. This situation impeded
to ensure the security and prosperity of the South Caucasus region, as well as the
peaceful living of the countries and residents of the region.

In the article the representatives of Nakhchivan-Zangibasar published in
“Communist” newspaper on October 15, 1920 about the “situation in Nakhchivan-
Zangibasar region” noted that “the properties of the residents of Zangibasar,
Vedibasar, Sharur, Shahtakhti, Dereleyez were plundered, 500.000 residents
became poor, 45.000 refugees perished from hunger and disease, about 70.000

displaced people were settled in Iran”."*

Military and diplomatic actions

" Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti. Boyiik Britaniyanmin arxiv sanadlori. Baki, Casioglu,
2008, s.96.

2 Ibid, p.96-97.

" Ibid, p.167.

" Mnrap Hudranues. Fenonun azep6aiikannes B Mpepanckoii ry6epunn (1918-1920).
baky, TypxaHn, 2014, p.84.
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The military and diplomatic measures implemented by the ADR government
in the fight against the genocide, ethnic cleansing, military aggression, and
territorial claims of the Republic of Armenia were of significant importance.

Established on November 30, 1918 by the local Turkish population in order
to protect themselves from the Armenians, which covers a part of Echmiadzin
district, Sardarabad, Ulukhanli, Gamarli, Vedi, Sharur, Nakhchivan, Ordubad,
Mehri and Surmeli regions, the capital is the city of Nakhchivan, the area is about
16 thousand square kilometers, the population of which is close to 1 million
people, the Araz-Turkish Republic announced in the first government declaration
on January 4, 1919 that Nakhchivan has always been considered a part of
Azerbaijan and expects support from Azerbaijan against the military aggression of
Armenia."

In January 1919, the Armenian leadership prepared to attack Nakhchivan
again. By the decision of the Armenian government on January 14, 1919,
Shelkovnikyan was appointed the governor-general of Nakhchivan. The govern-
ment of Azerbaijan and the government of Araz-Turkish Republic took defensive
measures, the population was armed.'®

On January 21, 1919, an agreement was signed between Azerbaijanis and
Armenians in Nakhchivan with the participation of a British officer, however a few
days later, the battle between them started again in Kemerli, 19 versts from Iravan.
In Nakhchivan, 100 British soldiers could maintain order."’

By the decision of the Azerbaijan government on February 28, 1919, the
General Governorate of South-Western Azerbaijan was established in order to
ensure the protection of the Nakhchivan region. Bahram Khan Nakhchivanski was
appointed the governor-general, Kerim Khan Iravanski and Haji Mehdi Bagirov
was appointed as deputies. In March, Hashimbeyov was appointed the governor-
general of the General Governorate of South-Western Azerbaijan.'®

In March 1919, Armenian armed forces again attacked Nakhchivan in 3
directions — Beyukduz, Tugh and Ordubad. 10.000-men Armenian army attacked
Ordubad and captured Kolun, Tund, Dilavar Khan, Khanabadi, Torec, Dehsar, etc.
they completely plundered Muslim villages and massacred their population. The
villages of Kodareh, Attayat, Dirnes, Otusel, Aylis, Daraghort, Hachadagh
(Nochedogh) were again destroyed by Armenians and their population was
massacred."’

"> [smayil Haciyev. Indicated book, p.56-57; Elman Coforli. Naxcivanda ermani-
Azarbaycan miinaqisasi. Baki, Nurlan, 2009, s.198-199.

'® Kamran ismayilov. Indicated book, p.47.

17 IloxymeHnTbl BPHTAHCKOro HANMOHAJIBLHOTO apxuBa no ucropun I:xuoro Kapkasza
1918-1920 romos. baky, Typxan UIIO, 1.1, 1.1, 2020, c.135.

'8 Kamran ismayilov. Indicated book, p.59.

" JloxymeHTsI BPHTAHCKOT0 HALMOHAJILHOTO apxuBa no ucropun FOxnoro Kapkasa
1918-1920 romos. baky, Typxan UIIO, 1.1, 1.1, 2020, p.151.
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The ADR government responded to Armenia’s aggressive action with a note
of protest. On March 24, 1919, the diplomatic representative of the Azerbaijan
Republic in Armenia, M.Tekinsky, sent a telegram to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Armenia demanding an immediate cessation of aggression, otherwise
relations would be disrupted.”

However, the authorities of Ararat (Armenia) disregarded these demands and
proceeded their expansionist and genocide policy. On April 12, 1919, M.Kh.Tekin-
sky objected to the presence of Armenian troops in the territory of Azerbaijan in
his letter sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia.*'

The military aggression of the Armenian government to Nakhchivan was
also in the focus of the British. They believed the arguments of the Armenians and
agreed the annexation of Nakhchivan to Armenia. On April 6 (1919), the Armenian
leadership proposed that the British troops in the region could be replaced by
Armenian troops. The Azerbaijani government immediately protested this and
emphasized that the majority of the population of Nakhchivan consists of
Azerbaijanis. The British headquarters confirmed that this information is true.”

On May 3, 1919, a document on the annexation of Nakhchivan to Armenia
was signed between the British representative General K.M.Davie and D.Kanayan.
On May 13, representatives of the Armenian government led by G.Varshamian
arrived in Nakhchivan.”

In his ciphered telegram of May 10, 1919 addressed to the Chairman of the
Council of Ministers N.Usubbeyov, M.T.Tekinsky stated that “according to
speculation, the British are handing the Sharur-Nakhchivan region to Armenia on
the condition that Armenia recognizes Karabakh as an Azerbaijani territory.
Sharur-Nakhchivan, whose population is entirely Muslim, may not be handed to
Armenia. Since the population of Sharur-Nakhchivan will be in a terrible situation
like the Muslims inhabiting in other parts of Armenia. It is necessary to thoroughly
explain this to the allied command in Tiflis and to be in constant contact with it,
otherwise our diplomacy will fail”.**

20 Azarbaycan xalqina qarsi 1918-ci il Mart soyqurimi. Sonadlor toplusu. irovan Quber-
niyasinda soyqirimi (1918-1920-ci iller): Baki, Casioglu, c.2 (2-ci kitab), 2011, s.64-65.

2 Munuctpy Unoctpannsix Jea Pecny6smkun Apmenun. [Iunnomarudecknii Ilpen-
craBuTedb A3epOaiimxkanckoil Pecnyoauxu npu IpaButencts Pecnmy6iaukun Apme-
Hun M.X.Texunckmii. (OpuBanb: 12 ampens 1919), Azarbaycan Respublikas1 Dévlat
Arxivi (ARDA). Fond Ne897, siy.Ne2, is Ne36, v.83.

** JloxyMenThl BPHTaHCKOro HAMOHAJIBLHOTO apxuBa 1o ucropuu IOxnoro Kapkasa
1918-1920 romos. baky, Typxan UIIO, 1.1, 1.1, 2020, ¢.409.

» Armenia in documents of the U.S. Department of State 1917-1920. Yerevan, Institute
of History NAS of Armenia, 2017, p.350; Gayane Makhmourian, Collection of Papers
Relating to the Armenian District of Nakhijevan (1918-1920) from the U.S. Department
of State and the National Archives of Armenia, Fundamental Armenology, number 2(4),
2016, p.350.

# Iudposannas Teaerpamma u3 Jpusanu. baky. Munnctpy-Ilpeacenaremo. Komus
ToBapunty Munuctpa-lMHocTpanneix aenb. Jdumnomaruueckuit IlpencraBurens TexuH-

ckuit. (OpuBanb: 10 mast 1919). ARDA. Fond Ne970, siy.Nel, is Ne62, v.42.
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On June 21, 1919, until the arrival of the US troops, the regions of
Nakhchivan, Sharur, Vedibasar, Shahtakhti and Julfa were occupied by Armenian
troops and Armenian rule was established in these areas. Azerbaijan’s diplomatic
representative in Armenia, Muhammad Khan Tekinski, informed about this in a
ciphered telegram to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of ADR (Mammed Yusif
Jafarov). He added that “Ordubad is not still in the hands of Armenians; however
this region can be occupied at any moment.”*

As a result of the military aggression of Armenia, the Azerbaijanis, who
were persecuted and massacred, commenced to leave their places. In this case, the
government of Azerbaijan stopped the transportation of fuel - oil and kerosene
allocated for the Armenian railway due to the military aggression that occurred in
Nakhchivan. This product is of strategic importance for the Armenian army and
was extensively used for military purposes. In July 1919, the diplomatic represen-
tative of Azerbaijan in Iravan, M.Kh.Tekinski sent a telegram to the Prime Minister
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of ADR, requesting that not a pound of fuel oil
or kerosene should be allowed to be sent to Armenians until the Muslim villagers
return to their homes and their leased lands are returned to them.*

In addition, the Azerbaijani government commenced to determine military
measures against aggression. The military situation in Nakhchivan was learned
from Tekinski, the representative in Iravan. It became clear that the Sharur-
Nakhchivan region can organize 6.000 regular troops armed with cavalry,
mechanical weapons and machine guns. The British also admitted that they fought
well. Besides, Tekinski reported that the Armenians supplied flour that could
provide the army for 8 months, the Armenians purchased 200 miles (military
supplies, fuel) from the British for 1.5 million rubles, and considered Denikin (one
of the leaders of the volunteer troops who fought for power in Russia against the
Bolsheviks) is the man saving the Armenia after the British left the region.”’

Assessing the situation, the Azerbaijan government sent troops to
Nakhchivan and besieged the area. On July 27, 10.000 — men Azerbaijani army
under the leadership of Turkish officer Khalil Bey established a position in Sharur-
Dereleyez district and suggested to Armenia ending hostilities and accepting
Sharur-Dereleyez and Nakhchivan as belonging to Azerbaijan. Having received the
news that the Azerbaijani army lacked weapons and ammunition, the Armenians
did not accept the offer and continued the attack, nevertheless were defeated and
retreated to Kemerli.”®

»* Azarbaycan xalqma qarst 1918-ci il Mart soyqurimi. Sonadlor toplusu. Irovan Quberni-
yasinda soyqirimi (1918-1920-ci illor): Baki, Casioglu, c.2 (2-ci kitab). 2011, s.114.

% Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti. Béyiik Britaniyann arxiv sanadlari. Baki, Casioglu,
2008, 5.200.

?7 JlokymeHTbl BpHTaHCKOI0 HALHOHAJIBLHOIO apXuBa nmo ucropun FOxHoro Kapkasa
1918-1920 romos. baky, Typxan UIIO, 1.1, 9.1, 2020, ¢.381-382.

% Indicated book, p.420.
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The government of Azerbaijan was proceeding to fight against the aggres-
sion of Armenia, establishing international relations, discussing with the comman-
ders of the Allied troops in the Caucasus and being able to prove that Armenia’s
territorial claims are baseless. Later, the negative attitude of the British and
American representatives towards Azerbaijan changed to a positive as a result of
the countermeasures of the ADR government. As a result of the support of Allied
missions, British and American, the Armenian army could achieve some military
successes. The departure of the British bothered the Armenian government.
Armenian official Korganov stated that “the army limited in terms of weapons and
ammunition, they were not scared anything during the British troops stayed in
Armenia, and they would face significant danger if a complete evacuation
occurred”.”

The purpose of the Armenians, who sent such information to the world, was
to defame Azerbaijan as a country that committed genocide in front of the British
command and the world community. However, studies and documents demonstrate
that Armenia was implementing an expansion ethnic cleansing policy by declaring
territorial claims against Azerbaijan and subjecting the Muslim population of those
areas to genocide. The fact that there are no sources about the massacre of
Armenians after the British left Azerbaijan proves the above-said. The response to
such provocative data of the Armenians was to calm the Armenians. British
intelligence reported on August 15: “We are effortful in attempting to restore order
and open communication to ensure the normal activity and possible influence of
British military representative in Iravan, Colonel Plowden, who hopes to move to
Nakhchivan today. However, we cannot send troops”.*’

Apparently, the Armenian side needed the support of the British to wage war
against Azerbaijan and the Turkish army. Meanwhile, Azerbaijani diplomacy
expanded its political activities, and the British, who had previously believed in the
propaganda of Armenian official circles and expressed a positive attitude to
Armenia’s demands, had already commenced to consider Azerbaijan’s position.
The situation in Nakhchivan was remaining tense and the war was proceeding
between Armenians and Azerbaijanis. On July 20, the remaining places, except the
north of the city, transferred under the control of the Azerbaijanis, who cut the
telegraph lines so that the enemies could not communicate. The British mission
was in the south of the city, and the American hospitals and shelters were in the
north. In such a situation, Plowden, the British military representative in Iravan,
ordered the immediate withdrawal of the British mission from Nakhchivan.
Captain Schwind and Lieutenant Johnson left town. Later in the evening, Captain
Schwind was dispatched to Nakhchivan to discuss the cessation of hostilities
between the Armenian civil authority and his staff and the Azerbaijani Kalbali
Khan and his staff. Both sides signed an agreement to cease fighting for 3 days to
allow Colonel Plouden to investigate the indicated problem. However, discussions
about identification of the culprits were not permitted, the battle proceeded. At the

% Indicated book, p.463.
% Indicated book, p.447.
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end of July 1919, with the support of the Ottoman army, Nakhchivan was
completely recaptured from the Armenians.”'

On August 21, 1919, the representatives of Nakhchivan in Tbilisi adopted a
decision to keep Nakhchivan region within the ADR.*

The settlement of border issues with Armenia in Zangezur, Nakhchivan and
Sharur was delayed due to Armenia’s territorial claims. The proposal of the Allies
High Commissioner of the South Caucasus, Colonel Haskel, to create a neutral
zone in the districts of Sharur-Darelayaz and Nakhchivan® was not accepted as a
result3§)f the strong opposition®* and purposeful policy of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment.

The plan of the Armenians to change the numerical composition of the
population in Nakhchivan, the genocidal policy purposed at artificially increasing
the number of Armenians and, as a result, the capture of the region within the
framework of international law principles, did not implement. Azerbaijani
representatives were able to convince the world powers in Paris that the territories
considered disputed by Armenians, including Nakhchivan, are not historical
Armenian lands. As a result, the peace conference refused to give those territories
to Armenia and kept the border issue open while recognizing the states.’® On
January 11, 1920, the Supreme Council of the Paris Peace Conference adopted a
decision on the de facto recognition of Azerbaijan and Georgia as independent
states.”’

Thus, the Armenian government lost both in diplomacy and on the battle-
field as a result of the measures implemented by the ADR government in the
Nakhchivan region.

Other implemented measures

The local population, intellectuals and public organizations supported the
measures of the ADR government to prevent genocide and ethnic cleansing in
Nakhchivan, conditions were created for refugees to be accommodated, returned to
their places and provided with food and other necessary supplies.

3 Joxymentsl bpuranckoro HarmoHaneHOTo apxuBa 1o ucropun IOxxoro Kaskaza 1918-
1920 ronos. baky, Typxan UI1O, T. 1, 4. 2, 2020, p.191.

32 Elman Coforli. Indicated book, p.212-213; Kamran ismayilov. Indicated book, p.78-86.

3 Or moakoBuuka Buasma H.lackens Coio3Haro BepxoBnaro Komuccapa. Ilpen-
cenarento Coera MunuctpoB AzepOaiimpkana (Tudumc: 1 centsops 1919). ARDA. Fond
Ne970, siy.Nel, ig Ne93, v.3-4.

** Tudmnc. Bepxuomy Komuccapy 3akaBkasbs moanosikoBnuky Iackemio. O Munctp
WMnocrpannbix nen AsepOaiipkanckoii Pecryomuku [bkadapos. (baky: 29 ceHtsiOps
1919). Azarbaycan Respublikas1 Prezidentinin Islor idarasinin Ictimai-Siyasi
Sonadlar Arxivi (ARPITISSA). Fond Ne277, siyahi Ne2, is Ne96, varaq 46.

3 Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyoti. Béyiik Britaniyann arxiv sanadlari. Baki, Casioglu,
2008, 5.263-264; 5.388.

3% Indicated book, p.407.

37 Azarbaycan Paris siilh konfransinda (1919-1920). Baki, Ozan, 2008, s.5-8.
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In the ADR Parliament (4th session in 1918, 7th, 9th, 21st, 29th, 35th, 46th,
55th, 56th, 57th 109th sessions in 1919, 132nd, 142nd sessions in 1920) the policy
of genocide and ethnic cleansing enforced by the Armenian armed forces in
Nakhchivan was discussed and measures were implemented.*®

The government of Azerbaijan was also implementing measures to improve
the situation of refugees. ADR MFA periodically informed representatives of
foreign countries in the Caucasus about the situation of refugees and requested
them to help. MFA F. Khoyski addressed General Thomson and informed that the
authorities decided to send their representatives — T.Makinski, R.Ismayilov and
doctor Ganizade — to Nakhchivan, Sharur, Surmeli, Vedibasar and Millistan in
order to determine the exact situation of the refugees. Bagir Rzayev, Maharram
Aliyev, Ali Ashraf Kazimov, Huseyn Javid, Asad Manafov, Bahran Khan and Aziz
Khan Nakhchivansky, representatives of the Muslim population who came to Baku
to inform the authorities about the situation of Muslim refugees and appeal for
help, are returning together with the representatives of the authorities. “I request
you to 1) order the representative to return to the specified regions without
hindrance; 2) if possible, provide the representative escorts from British soldiers
along the way; 3) send a letter to the British authorities about assisting the specified
regions”.”

The representative of the government in Iravan, Ali Khan Makinsky, opened
the way to Nakhchivan to support the refugees in the region through the American
mission. On October 1, 1919, he informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
contact was established with Nakhchivan through the American mission, and food,
mon%/, medical supplies and other parcels could be sent to the refugees from our
side.

In 1918-1920, the local population, who suffered from the policy of geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing directed against the people of Azerbaijan by the Republic
of Ararat, attempted to avoid the depressed situation they were in at the expense of
their own resources, and established a number of public organizations to solve the
problems. These public organizations efforted to prevent genocides by attempting
to normalize relations between the two neighboring countries (ADR and Ararat),
and accomplished measures to improve the circumstance of Azerbaijani refugees
who were forced to leave their homeland as a result of the ethnic cleansing policy
of the Republic of Ararat. Public organizations also realized the work of notifying
the ADR government about the political and military situation on the front. In

% Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati (1918-1920). Parlament (Stenografik hesabatlar), c.1.
Baki1, Azorbaycan nosriyyati, 1998, s.75; s.112; 5.142; 5.264; 5.330; 5.396; 5.498; 5.570;
$.613; 5.650; Azorbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyysti (1918-1920). Parlament (Stenoqrafik
hesabatlar), c.2. Baki, Azorbaycan nosriyyati, 1998, 5.479; s.631; s.721.

¥ Komanayomemy Cowo3upivn Cuinavu B Tudauc Tenepany Tomcomy. Munucrp
Ipencenarens Xoiickmii. (Baky: 3 ampens 1919). ARPIIISSA. Fond Ne277, siy.Ne2, is
Ne57, v.5.

40 Munuctpy HUHoctpanneix enb. duminomaruueckuil Ilpencrasurens npu IlpaBurens-
ctBe Apmennu (DpuBaub: 1 okTsa6ps 1919). ARPIIISSA. Fond Ne277, siy.Nel, is Ne58,
v.73.
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September 1918, a public organization called the Union and Solidarity League of
the Caucasian Peoples, founded in Baku by a number of Armenian and Muslim
public figures, propagandized in order to create solidarity and friendship between
Turks and Armenians.*’

All charitable societies attempted to improve the circumstance of the popu-
lation as much as possible before the Soviet occupation. After the Soviet
occupation, they were abolished.

The people of Nakhchivan efforted to prevent the massacre of the population
on their personal initiative by writing letters to various official circles, and notified
of the ethnic cleansing policy implemented by the Armenians. During the Batum
negotiations, Ganja and Iravan Muslim National Councils, Pan-Caucasus Muslim
Central Committee sent a letter of appeal to Chief Minister Talat Pasha about the
massacre of Muslims in Nakhchivan, Karabakh, and Iravan regions by Armenians.
The letter stated that the ammunition left by the Russians was seized by the
Armenian bands, Muslims could not obtain weapons from the Caucasian govern-
ment to defend themselves, and therefore Muslims were killed by Armenians,
expelled from their places and subjected to ethnic cleansing.*

The local Turkish population also dispatched protest letters to the Armenian
government. In a letter dated May 15, 1919, the Muslim population of Nakhchivan
stated to the Prime Minister of Armenia that “we observed the violence against the
Muslim nation with the transfer of Nakhchivan-Sharur-Ordubad regions to the
administration of the Republic of Armenia and expressed our rightful protest to
General Thomson. We inform you as a representative of the Republic of Armenia
that you should not agree with this violence and you cannot enter our regions until
this question is resolved at the conference”.*’

Individual influential persons from Nakhchivan also accomplished various
measures and provided financial assistance to protect the local Turkish population
from massacres. An example of them is Kalbali Khan in Nakhchivan and Fatulla
Bey Huseynov in Sharur.**

As a result of the protection of Nakhchivan by the ADR government, public
organizations and the local population, measures implemented to prevent the
genocide and ethnic cleansing committed by Armenians, Nakhchivan was not
captured by the Armenian ruling circles.

In 1920, after the Sovietization of Armenia, the genocide in Nakhchivan
suspended and Nakhchivan was remained within the Azerbaijan SSR. According to

*! Nosib Nosibzade. Azarbaycammn xarici siyasoti (1918-1920). Baki, Ay-Ulduz, 1996,
s.83.

2 Azerbaycan Cumhuriyeti 1918-1920 (Osmanl Arsiv Belgeleri). istanbul, Bilnet Matba-
acilik ve Yayincilik. A.S., 2018, s.143-144.

* Tpembep Munnctpy Pecniy6muku Apmennn. Ot Mycynsman HaxueBana. (Haxuepamb:
15 mast 1919), ARPITISSA. Fond Ne277, siy.Ne2, is Ne57, v.14.

* Nail Oliyev. 1917-1920-ci illards Azarbaycanda tiirk-miisalman soyqurimlan ilk
manbalarda. Baki, Nurlan, 2007, s.61.
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Elman Jafarli’s research, 73,727 Azerbaijanis were killed by Armenians in the
Nakhchivan region in 1918-1921, the population decreased by 38 percent, and in
1921, Armenians constituted only 12 percent of the population of Nakhchivan.*

Conclusion

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic has always struggled to prevent the
genocide and ethnic cleansing, territorial claims committed by Armenians against
Azerbaijanis in the form of appeals and notes. The local people accomplished
measures against the expansion of massacres at the expense of their own resources
and with the support of local charities. Proving that the territories claimed by the
Armenian government, including Nakhchivan, are the ancient land of Azerbaijan
was also part of the diplomatic struggle. The government of the ADR succeeded in
this mission, and neither the representatives of the great powers in the Caucasus
nor the Paris Peace Conference recognized the territories claimed by the
Armenians, including Nakhchivan, as belonging to the Armenians. Influential
countries such as the United Kingdom and the United States supported the ADR
government. The struggle of the Azerbaijani government resulted in a victory over
Armenia, and the plan of genocide and ethnic cleansing of Armenians in the
Nakhchivan region did not accomplish.
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