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Heyvanlar v  bitkil r dem k olar ki, h r bir c miyy td  simvol v  ya kult kimi istifad  edil-
miyy tl yy n ed s l l rd n birin -

miyy tl rd lik  h  bitkil -
raitind

v  bitkil rl t d x l n-
rini q bul etm n vv miyy

son miyy ri v ri m -
d niyy hay t, oturaq sivili r
h yat n bu d r bu d yi-

likl rd sirl nm lif  c miyy tl rl  qurulan laq l r  m d ni
qar laq y  bitkil rin insan taleyind lif m
Bu  m d laq  n tic sind  yeni ehtiyaclar v  bu ehtiyaclara saslanan yeni m d ni
isteh miyy  m d niyy tinin n tic si olan

laq nin izl rini t qvim sisteml rind d bi istehsallara q d d niy-
y t  m m  bitkil r il  c miyy
Hey qvimi v  t qviml laq dar t qvim zaman v  m yin etm ment-
l rin nec kildi.

SUMMARY
Fikret Turkmen

On the usage of animals and plants as measure units in Turkic culture through
its historical development

Animals and plants are referred to as symbols or cults  in almost all  societies as a mean of
expression, and this contributed to the making of social structures. They played an eminent role in
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the daily life of the Old Turkic society, like in all peoples. Turks have been familiar with various
animals and plants throughout history, changing according to circumstances of the climates in
which they have lived, and their relations with the nature varied in accordance with the changing
social structures. Before accepting the heavenly religions, Turks lived as hunter-gatherers and then
in pastoral society form, thus accordingly developing a nomadic or semi-nomadic culture. Lastly
they turned to be farming society by adopting sedentary life. Though changes in social life were
great, Turks were not influenced by them in terms of conceiving the cosmos. But relations with
different societies started cultural interaction, and influenced role of animals and plants on the hu-
man destiny. As a result of those cultural interactions, there appeared new necessities, and there-
fore new cultural productions. It is possible find traces of this close interaction, which was conse-
quence of the steppe culture with the predatory society, in many cultural products from literary
production to the calendar systems. This survey deals with view of the Turks on animals and
plants in this sense, and pays attention to the 12-animal Turkic calendar and other elements used in
chronometry as time measuring units.
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