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Xiilasa. XIV osrdo Fozlullah Noimi torafindon yaradilan Hiirufi toriqeti orob alifbasmimn
mistik ohomiyyoti otrafinda morkozlosmis Islam mistisizmi, numerologiya vo ezoterik
folsofonin unikal qarigigmi tomsil edir. Orobco “hiiruf”’ (horflor) séziindon yaranan
“Hiirufi” termini horflorin tokco dilin asas1 deyil, hom do kainatm ddvri horakatlorini vo
yaradiligdaki ilahi varlig1 dork etmok ticiin acarlar olduguna inami oks etdirir. Hiirufiliyin
intellektual goriislorine baxmayaraq, herokat hom siyasi, hom do dini hakimiyyatin
miiqavimati ilo iizlosdi vo noaticodo Noiminin edam edilmaesi ilo naticolondi. Bu moqalo
Hurufi torigotinin osas inanclarmi, tocriibolorini vo tarixi kontekstini arasdirir, onun
dovriin monavi monzorasino dorin tosirini aragdirir. Magalonin metodologiyas1 Hiirufi
torigatini dini, siyasi vo modoni kontekstindo arasdirmaq ti¢lin tarixi aragdirma, folsofi
tohlil vo miiqayisoli ilahiyyati birlogdiron ¢oxsahali yanagmadan istifads edir.

Acar sézlar: Fozlullah Noimi, Hiirufi, Islam, horflor, menbalor

Abstract. The Hurufi sect, founded by Fazlullah Naimi in the 14th century, represents a
unique blend of Islamic mysticism, numerology, and esoteric philosophy centered around
the mystical significance of the Arabic alphabet. The term "Hurufi," derived from the
Avrabic word huruf (letters), reflects the belief that the letters of the alphabet are not only
the foundation of language but also keys to understanding the cyclical movements of the
universe and the divine presence within creation. Despite the intellectual allure of
Hurufism, the movement faced opposition from both political and religious authorities,
culminating in Naimi's execution. This article explores the foundational beliefs, practices,
and historical context of the Hurufi sect, examining its profound influence on the spiritual
landscape of the time. The methodology employs a multi-disciplinary approach,
combining historical research, philosophical analysis, and comparative theology to explore
the Hurufi sect in its religious, political, and cultural context.

Key words: Fazlullah Naimi, Hurufi, Islam, letters, sources.

Pestome. ]lBmwxenne xypydu, ocHoBanHoe Dazmymmraxom Hawmmum B XIV  Beke,
NpesICTaBIsAeT co00il yHHKaNbHOE COYETaHHE MCIAMCKOTO MUCTHIU3Ma, HyMEpOJIOTHH U
930Tepuueckoil  Guiocoun, COCPEOTOUYECHHONH BOKPYI MHCTHYECKOTO 3HAUCHHUS
apabckoro andasura. TepMHH «Xypydu», MPOUCXOMIIMI OT apaOCKOTO cioBa Xypyd
(OyKBBI), OTpakacT Bepy B TO, YTO OyKBBI ayn(aBHTa SBIAIOTCA HE TOIBKO OCHOBOM S3bIKa,
HO W KIFOYaM{ K NMOHMMAaHUWIO IUKJIMYECKHX IBIKEHHH BCEJICHHOH M 00XKECTBEHHOTO
NPUCYTCTBHS B TBOpeHHMH. HecMoTps Ha TyXOBHOCTh Xypyusma, IBIKEHHE
CTOJIKHYJIOCH C TIPOTHBOJICHCTBHEM, KaK CO CTOPOHBI ITOJUTHIECKHX, TaK U PEIUTHO3HBIX
BJAcTeH, 4To mpuBeno K ka3Hu Hammu. B maHHOMN cTaThe paccMaTpHBAIOTCS OCHOBHBIC
TIOJIOKEHHS 930 TEPUUYECKOTO YUCHHUSI M IPAKTUK JIBIDKEHHS Xypy(hH, a Taioke e€ rirydokoe
BIMSTHUE HA AYXOBHBIN JAHAMA(T TOTO BpeMeHN. MeToJ0I0T S NCCIeA0BaHUs OCHOBAHA
Ha MEXIUCUMIUIMHADHOM MOJXOJE, COYETAIOLIeM MCTOPUYECKHUE HCCICAOBaHMUS,
¢dmrocodckuii aHATN3 W CPABHUTEIBHYIO TEOJIOTUIO, A W3YUEHHs ABIKCHHUS Xypy(u B
€€ peIMIrHO3HOM, MTOJIMTHYECKOM U KYJIBTYPHOM KOHTEKCTE.

Knruesvie cnosa: ®aznynna Hammu, Xypybu, Mcnam, muceMa, HCTOYHUKH
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Introduction

"Hurufi" is from the word "huruf”, which is the plural of the Arabic word "harf"
(letter). The letters and numbers of the Arabic alphabet and their numerical meanings had a
special mystical meaning in the Hurufis and were regarded as symbols of the cyclical
movements of the world. They take words as the basis of existence. The Hurufis said that
Words were the matter of the world as revelations from God in and through the Quran. The
idea of "God manifesting in man through the words of the Quran” belonging to the Hurufis
originates from here. (11)

The Hurufi sect, which calls it "Ahle-haqq" or "Ahle-haqigat" (“People of the
absolute Truth), is among the sects formed during the time of Amir Teymur. (3, s. 86)
According to the belief of Fazlullah Naimi's father, Abu Muhammad, all "letters” are sacred
and each of them has a hidden secret. Therefore, the place where each letter represented in
the alphabet appears is the human body. Of course, it should be noted that the sanctity of
letters is not a new idea in Islam, and as early as the second century AH, the leader of the
Mughayriyyas, who are considered to be extreme Shiites, Mugheyra ibn Said Ajali,
considered God to be a being composed of light, and His "organs of the body ” is similar to
syllabic letters and he said: “Alif” is his two legs and the letter “ayn” is his eye".(12, s. 153)

Fazlullah Naimi used to say: "If a person constantly struggles with his own feelings in
order to achieve perfection through discipline, he can achieve the level of divinity." Hurufis
believed that letters were manifested in beautiful faces and considered people with beautiful
faces to be saints. According to this belief, God has hidden his throne and Sidratul-Mutaha in
the face of man, and they even considered Hazrat Khatamul-anbiya Muhammad al-Mustafa
((phub) to search for his true face and watch God's Jamal (Jamal means “beauty” in Arabic).
(12, s. 153)

In his youth, Fazlullah Astarabadi was called "Halalkhor" (the word halal khor
literally means those who eat halal food) because he was very serious about piety and diet.
He considered himself one of the Alawite Sayyids, he went on pilgrimage when he was
eighteen years old (758 AH) and when he returned from there, he stayed in Khwarazm.
Naimi then went to Isfahan and spent his life sewing hats there. He went to Tabriz at the age
of forty and, in his own words, "here he acquired the unseen knowledge of the heavenly
books, and thus rose to the status of 'prophecy' and ‘imamate’.” Fazlullah Tabrizi then
returned to Isfahan and began to openly declare and propagate his beliefs in 788 A.H. He

wrote his work "Javidannamayi-kabir" while he was in prison in Shirvan and started inviting
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the emirs and rulers of his time to this sect. (12, s. 153)

In the works belonging to the "Bektashi” sect, which came under the influence of the
Hurufi sect, it is mentioned that Fazlullah Naimi was born in 740 AH, started preaching
openly in 788 AH, and attained martyrdom in 796 AH. One of the oldest written sources that
provide information about Fazlullah Naimi is the work "Al-Uqudul-farida fi tarajimil-ayanil-
mufida / exdall Gle¥) aal 5 8 on 8l 281" written by Tagiyeddin Maghrizi. The author of this
work was one of the contemporaries of Fazlullah Tabirzi, and he was thirty years old when
Naimi was killed (796 AH). (10, s. 214) This information is also reflected in the work "Addu
al-ama liahli-lgarni aj-tasi / &=l 8l Ja¥ xa¥1 ¢ sl written by Shamseddin Muhammad
Sakhavi. The only difference is that the date of Fazlullah Naimi's death is indicated here in
the year 804 AH. (9, s. 174) Fazlullah chose nine caliphs for himself, and four of them were
considered privy to the secrets of their murshids (mahrami-raz). These four persons are the
following: "Aliyul-Ala", "Majdaddin Astarabadi”, "Kamaleddin Sanayi" and "Mohammed".
(12, s. 154)

According to Naimi Hurufi, man's advantage over other beings is his eloquence. He
uses the twenty-eight letters of the Arabic alphabet to speak and express his wishes. The
declaration of meanings by letters and sounds takes place in two forms and patterns. The first
is done through the 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet, which is the language of the Holy
Quran and Prophet Muhammad (phub). The second is realized through the 32 letters of the
Persian language, and the work "Javidannama™ written by Fazlullah Astarabadi was written
with these letters. Hurufis make a special division of the letters of the alphabet and say that
there are seven lines on a person's face, and when these seven numbers are multiplied by the
four elements of nature, 28 is obtained, which is equal to the 28 letters of the Arabic
alphabet. (8, s. 205; 1, s. 67)

The Spiritual Revolution of the Hurufis: Letters, Truth, and Revelation

The insistence of the Hurufis on the alphabet and numbers of letters indicates that the
people targeted by this sect were mainly the educated class of the city, and perhaps because
of this, the main illiterate mass of the society was left out of this propaganda and as a result,
they could not achieve their political goals. For example, let's note that, on the contrary, the
main goals of the Safavi sect, before seizing the throne and power, were to spread their
beliefs among the common people and explain their teachings in simple language. (1, s. 67;
2, s.505-507)
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Unlike other dervish schools, there is no vird”™ or zikr to be recited in Hurufism. But
they gathered every morning at the house of the head priest, whom they called "Baba", and
he gave each of them a glass of wine, a piece of bread and cheese. The disciples took it
politely, rubbed a little on their faces and drank it. (12, s. 154)

One of the other traditions of the Hurufis was that they secretly confessed their sins to
"Baba". It seems that their belief was formed under the influence of Christianity. Fazlullah
Naimi calls himself “USd) e s2ie s 57 in his work "Javidannama" as "a person who knows
the science of the book". In other works and also in the books written by his followers, the
following nicknames are attributed to Fazlullah Naimi: "Khatamul-ovliya", "Khatamus-sani*,
"Mazharul-uluhiyat”, "Mesihi-gaim”, "Qaimi Ali Muhammad", "Mahdiyi-Shahid", "Sahibi-
bayan", "Sahibi-tawil", "Mazhari-kalami-gadim", "Zibhi-azim", "Shahidi-ala", "Azzi-fazluh",
"Jalla izzuh" etc. (12, s. 154)

In the work "Kursinama", Fazlullah Naimi's nickname is mentioned as
"Shahabeddin™:

Gl Gpall e a8 g 1) Juad
b glale 5o B sl

Philological translation: Since Faz was given the nickname of Shahabaddin, now you
should also look for the method of incineration of jinns in his science.

According to sources, the nickname of Fazlullah Naimi's daughter, who was killed in
Tabriz by the king of Karagoyunlu, was "Kalimatul-ulya wa Gurratul-ayn". (12, s. 154)

The basis of the Hurufi belief is reflected in the book "Mahramname™ written in 828
AH, as well as in other treatises related to this sect. (4, s. 213) The Hurufis consider the
world to be "ancient” and say that this world has been in constant motion since time
immemorial. "The reason for the changes we observe in the world is that it is in motion. The
Supreme God manifests in the personality of a being called human. The divine attributes
begin to appear successively in the person of the prophets and saints, and finally His divinity
is revealed. Muhammad ibn Abdullah (pbuh) was the last of the chain of prophets, and after
him the position of prophethood reached the saints, and these saints continued from Hazrat
Ali (pbuh) to the eleventh imam Hasan Askari (pbuh). Fazlullah Astarabadi is the last of the
saints. But he considered himself to be the beginning of the "New Era" and the person who
manifested the divinity, and according to his own words, he is the manifested Mahdi. He

declared that he was seriously influenced by the Shia sect by confirming the issue of

“Vird is a regular zikr and a mystical worship practiced by murids and saliks and in Islamic Sufism.
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Imamate. Fazlullah was able to create a unique sect in the form of Alevi Mahdism, which
could take the rights of the oppressed from foreign oppressors by combining his letter
teachings with various elements of Sami, Alavi and Indian beliefs with beliefs of Iranian
origin. Naimi declared that he was against some kind of injustice by claiming to be the
"Mahdi". This aspect was the main reason for the disputes between the Hurufis and the ruling
power. According to some researchers, Fazl Tabrizi worked to bring Iranians to power
instead of Arabs. (5, s. 6) But one thing should not be forgotten, that in the period in
question, Arabs were not in power in Iran. But if the term Arab means the Sunni sect
followed by most Arabs, then Naimi's steps in this direction have found their logical answer.
(12, s. 154)

Fazlullah Hurufi announced in Tabriz in 778 A.H. that the Truth had manifested in
his body and the mysterious truths were revealed to him. This event happened when he was
forty years old. If we consider the date of his birth as 740 AH, taking into account that he
stayed in Tabriz for two years, i.e. from 776 AH to 778 AH, it can be estimated that he was
forty years old when he began to propagate Hurufism. Aliyul-Ala, who is considered his
caliph, wrote in the poem "Kursinama" that his invitation coincided with 778 AH:

S 5 G (Sl s b G
KU (S PPN |
Gl G A ) el Jemd 5 052
Cuda g alisa 5 aaiaa Gjaa d g

Philological translation: Sabul-Masani (Surah al-Hamd) is in year twenty-one, and
there is no doubt that these are from Khaliq's letters, when the secrets of the Quran were
revealed by Fazl, it was the seven hundred and seventy-eighth year of the Hijra. (7)

According to the sources, as soon as Miranshah, the son of Amir Teymur, became
aware of the blasphemous words of the Hurufi sect during his rule in Azerbaijan, he sent
Fazlullah Naimi from Shirvan to Tabriz and, after receiving a fatwa from the Sharia scholars
of the time, had him executed, and his body was carried around the streets of Tabriz. After
that, the Hurufis called Miranshah "Maranshah™ (King of snakes) or "Dajjal™ (an evil figure
in Islamic eschatology similar to the Antichrist in Christianity, who will pretend to be the
promised Messiah, appearing before the Day of Judgment according to the Islamic
eschatological narrative.) in their books. The famous scholar Edward Brown writes that
Fazlullah Naimi was executed in Shirvan and buried in the "Alinja" fortress of Nakhchivan.
(12, s. 154) Some sources also mention the Alinja fortress of Tabriz. But despite this, in the

letter he wrote in the prison of Shirvan, Fazlullah talks about the "disloyalty" of the people of
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Shirvan and his situation with two verses, which confirms that he is in the hands of Shirvan:
258 Ol 5 0 G 3 S ) je p jac 4ad 0
Ll (525 LS (o) S a8l (S g
e el g oAl b 5y Gawa (e
S Olsd 5 )y sdle alea a8 55

Philological translation: Throughout my life, I didn't have a single friend in Shirvan,
let alone a friend, I didn't even have a single acquaintance, | am the Husseini of my time, and
the wicked people are Yezid and Shimr for me, and my period is Ashura from beginning to
end, and Shirvan as Karbala.

According to some sources, Fazlullah Naimi even invited Teymur himself to the
hurufism, and Teymur was enraged by his courage and ordered his murder. Perhaps, Teymur
could not accept this invitation because he was slandered by Samarkand jurisprudents and
they incited him to kill Naimi. (1, s. 64) Fazlullah Naimi wrote a will before his death, in
prison or when he was taken to prison, and he expressed that he was too worried about his

children in this writing.

Conclusion

At the end of that chapter, taking into account the political and social situation of that
period and the prevailing religious conditions in the society, we present several concrete
factors that led to the rapid spread of the Hurufi sect promoted by Fazlullah Naimi in the
country:

1) - The fact that Fazlullah Tabrizi was a descendant of Astarabadi's Sayyid earned
him great respect.

2) - His inclination towards Sufism created the impression of sharing the pain of the
societies living at that time and sharing the same ideas with them.

3) - Fazlullah Naimi's skill in the field of dream interpretation caused him to be met
with great respect and sympathy by many influential people.

But despite all this, the people belonging to the ruling forces and the influential
scientists of the time determined that his ideas and thoughts were dangerous from a political

and religious point of view, and they did their best to eliminate him and they succeeded in it.
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