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Turkey's foreign policy during the period of the AK Party traditionally aimed at ensuring the
country's security, protecting and developing national interests in a perspective that comes from his-
tory and extending into the future, and creating the necessary foreign resources for development and
prosperity. The party aims to realize these goals by establishing good relations and establishing coo-
peration with all countries, especially neighbors, and contributing to international peace, stability,
security and prosperity. The AK Party government, like other governments that came to power before
it, focused on the importance of Georgia, which is Turkey's gateway to Central Asia and a 276-kilo-
meter border neighbor. Therefore, relations between the two countries have begun to be reconsidered
in accordance with socio-economic and political interests.
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INTRODUCTION

After the end of the Cold War, significant opportunities in Turkey's foreign policy were achieved after
the AK Party came to power after 2002. These opportunities were enhanced by the achieved political stabi-
lity and economic growth. In this way, Turkey was expected to realize the leap it could not make in the
1990s in foreign policy in the 2000s with new opportunities and a new vision. After coming to power, the
Justice and Development Party has always tried to normalize relations with neighboring and regional states,
as well as with powerful and interested countries. After coming to power, the Justice and Development Party
has always tried to normalize relations with neighboring and regional states, as well as with powerful and
interested countries. The Caucasus, which had little place in Turkey's foreign policy during the Cold War,
became one of the important regions in terms of both energy and security after the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Changes in Turkey's foreign policy have affected the existing relations with the South Caucasus and
especially with Georgia. The leadership of the Justice and Development Party, which claims to have a dif-
ferent view on foreign policy than previous governments, managed to focus attention on Turkey with its
active and sometimes ambitious foreign policy. Until the end of the last century, Turkey's foreign policy
was shaped by apolitical bureaucratic elites and controlled by a constitutionally empowered military burea-
ucracy that limited the legislature [1, p. 53]. However, the radical changes experienced in the post-Cold War
period also affected Turkey's foreign policy.

Especially, with the coming to power of the Party, the foreign policy activities of decision-
making bodies without political responsibility were reorganized in accordance with the constitutional
limits. The Justice and Development Party approached the processes taking place in the world with a
more active policy concept, not only by demonstrating rhythmic diplomacy in foreign policy, but also
shaped Turkey's security policy around a new foreign policy concept. The Party's 2007 Election Ma-
nifesto that freedom and security are not contradictory and the need to create a balance between the
two concepts and the 2011 Election Manifesto emphasizing that freedom is indeed a means of living
security proved this concept in domestic policy and new concepts in foreign policy [5, p. 134]. After
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revealing the new concept of foreign policy, Turkey started new policy initiatives in the Caucasus
and Central Asia within the framework of these perceptions, and was looking for ways to solve prob-
lems with the countries of the region. It can be said that Turkey, which strives for the stability of
countries struggling with ethnic and political problems in the region, shapes its foreign and security
policy around the perspective of "zero problems with neighbors™ [6].

If we look at how Turkey's foreign policy was formed during the party's activity, the first noti-
ceable feature was the effort to reflect the growth experienced in the economic and military fields to
foreign policy. Especially, with the rapid development between 2003 and 2008, Turkey began to
implement a more independent and active foreign policy. However, due to the World Economic Crisis
in 2008-2009, the destabilization of the Middle East as a result of the Arab uprisings that started at
the end of 2010, the Gezi Park Operations on May 28, 2013, the Turkey Bribery scandal on December
17-25, 2013, and the treacherous coup attempt organized on July 15, 2016, the scope of the party's
activities in foreign policy was limited. But the Justice and Development party government moved to
a more active foreign policy with the support of the nation standing behind these calls. The Georgian
government also supported the Turkish government.

Thus, after the attempted coup on July 15, 2016, Georgian Foreign Minister Mikheil Janelidze met
with the Turkish ambassador in Thilisi and Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlud Cavusoglu and showed their
support to the Turkish government. Immediately after these meetings, Georgian President Giorgi Marve-
lashvili made a statement and stated that they support the democratically elected Turkish government.
Prime Minister of Georgia Kvirikashvili stated that stability in Turkey, which is a strategic partner, is very
important for them. After all these statements, immediately after the July 16 coup attempt, the Georgian
side closed its land border and air borders with Turkey for security reasons. These steps of Georgia should
not be evaluated only in terms of strategic partnership and border neighborhood. Important economic
partnership with Ankara and great support from Turkey played an important role in Georgians taking such
a step. Moreover, peace, stability and democracy in Turkey are vital for Georgia.All these are important
factors in Georgia's relations with Turkey. It should also be noted that Georgia is another important ally
of Turkey in the Caucasus as well as Azerbaijan.

MAIN PART

The internal situation in Georgia when the Justice and Development Party came to power

Shevardnadze was the president of Georgia when the party came to power. But against She-
vardnadze's leadership criticisms were often voiced in the Georgian public. Demonstrations were held
in the streets of Georgia. In November 2003, riots started due to the observation of bias in the general
elections held in Georgia. As a result of this reaction of the Georgian people, President Shevardnadze
was forced to leave the leadership due to the event known as the "Velvet Revolution”. Also, uprisings
have started to occur frequently in the separatist regions of the country. Even in such a situation,
representatives of Turkish foreign policy advised Aslan Abashidze, the leader of the Ajara region, in
order not to disturb the stability of the country by creating internal unrest.

The representatives of Turkish foreign policy did not ignore the current situation and made the
following comment: "Turkey sincerely wishes that peace and unity prevail in friendly Georgia as
soon as possible by continuing our relations that have developed after the elections at an excellent
level. Turkey believes that difficulties will be overcome by ensuring political reconciliation and that
Georgia will continue to advance on the road to democracy [9].

Saakashvili was elected president in the elections held in Georgia on January 4, 2004.Turkish MPs
participated in the election process as observers.On May 20, 2004, and newly elected Georgian President
M. Saakashvili visited Turkey. During his visit, Saakashvili spoke about the problems in the separatist
regions while touching on the future of relations between Ankara and Thbilisi from the socio-economic
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and political point of view. At the same time, Saakashvili expressed Turkey's position by preferring coo-
peration with the West in order to ensure independence and stability in Georgia. Ahmet Necdet Sezer,
who was the president of Turkey at that time, expressed his desire to ensure stability in the Caucasus with
the support of the Turkish leadership for the territorial integrity of the Republic of Georgia.

The great importance of the military field in the relations between Turkey and Georgia

From the moment Georgia gained its independence, due to its existing relations with Russia, it has
set itself the goal of strengthening relations with Western organizations. One of the most important inter-
national organizations for integration is NATO. Turkey, which is amember of NATO and aims to achieve
stability in the South Caucasus together with the United States, supported Georgia's membership in inter-
national organizations and created democracy in its country. Another issue discussed in Turkey's military
relations with Georgia is the war between Russia and Georgia in August 2008 [4].

In this war, which attracted the attention of the world community, Turkey also intervened in the
situation.In the August 2008 war, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan proposed meetings to the Rus-
sian and Georgian parties in order to establish a ceasefire and ensure stability in the South Caucasus [8].

For this purpose, R.T. Erdogan went to Moscow on August 13, and to Thilisi on August 14.
During these trips, Prime Minister Erdogan expressed Turkey's support for the territorial integrity of
Georgia and expressed his support for the protection of Georgia's borders, which was also approved
by the UN Security Council.

At the same time, with the aim of helping the Georgian people who are in a difficult situation
after the conflicts Kizilay support said that it will be given. However, Prime Minister Erdogan’s grea-
test statement was the creation of a platform for stability and cooperation in the Caucasus.In his talks
in Thilisi, Erdogan expressed that Russia is also interested in the issue, and stated that its goals are to
establish peace in the Caucasus and create regional stability.

By proposing the Caucasus stability and cooperation platform, Turkey wants to provide an en-
vironment for solving both the Russia-Georgia crisis and other problems that may arise in the Cau-
casus. In fact, from the point of view of Turkey's Caucasus policy, the topic has many directions. On
the other hand, Turkey, both in terms of general foreign policy, also defended the territorial integrity
of Georgia due to its position in energy projects. Thus, in the Russia-Georgia war, Turkey remained
neutral and used the soft power policy and published a short statement expressing only its concern in
the face of this war. The Turkish government did this both to protect its security and because it did
not want to turn its relations with Russia and Georgia into a crisis.

The foreign policy of the Republic of Turkey after the July 15, 2016 coup attempt

After preventing the July 15 coup attempt in the Republic of Turkey, a large cross-border operation
such as the “Farat Qalxani1” operation was carried out. This operation was announced by the Prime Minister
of the Republic of Turkey on August 24, 2016 The Turkish Armed Forces and the Coalition Air Force of
the city of Jarablus in the Aleppo region of Syria it started with the aim of cleansing it from ISIS.

In addition to Turkey's economic and military capabilities, with the “Forat Qalxan1” operation,
which allowed increasing the national power of the army with the purges after the coup attempt,
Ankara began to play the role of a regional power again and showed that it will not remain silent to
the forces that threaten its security outside its borders. Let me also mention that Turkey should not
remain silent on the events in Iraq as well as Syria and keep troops especially in Northern Iraq is one
of the requirements of being a regional power [2, p. 4].

Although opening of Turkey's foreign policy to the Middle East and coming to the fore as an
independent regional force is a topic of discussion, the Justice and Development Party government
did not have any problems with its neighbors during the said period.Although the increasing interest
of the EU and the US in the framework of their policy and regional mediation activities in the Middle
East is welcomed, this picture has started to change since 2009 [7, p. 3]. After the establishment of
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the Party government in 2002, there were many radical changes in Turkey's foreign policy. Turkey's
image in the world was rebuilt. Especially, the presence of Ahmet Davutoglu in the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs brought a systematic feature to these changes. With Davutoglu's foreign policy, Turkey's
voice was heard more in the international arena than during the previous periods of power. Of course,
the reason for this new image of Turkey is not only Davutoglu's policy, but there are many other
factors as well. After the establishment of the Party government in 2002, there were many radical
changes in Turkey's foreign policy. Turkey's image in the world was rebuilt.

In particular, the presence of Ahmet Davutoglu in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the prime
ministership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan brought a systemic feature to these changes. Turkey's voice was
heard more in the international arena with its foreign policy than during the previous periods of power.
Of course, many other factors also influenced the formation of this new image of Turkey.

Another factor was the increased need for Muslim Turkey by Western countries in the post-
September 11, 2001 period for cooperation in the fight against terrorism around the world, which was
an advantage for the Party government. Turkey is a country of strategic importance for the solution
of problems in the countries of the Middle East and Central Asia, which are culturally and geograp-
hically close to Turkey, and for the communication of the region with the West. Within the framework
of the foreign policy restructured with the Justice and Development Party, the active policy was tar-
geted in the near geographies. In this direction, new developments began in the relations with the
South Caucasus, which is the main topic of the thesis, and more specifically with Georgia.

However, since Turkey's capabilities are limited, relations could not develop at any level for a
long time. At the same time, thanks to the increased opportunities during the Party period, Turkey
began to conduct active political experiments in nearby regions within the framework of the new
foreign policy concept. The South Caucasus and Georgia, which is part of it, are in a very important
position in terms of Turkey's interests within the framework of the near region policy.For Georgia,
preserving its independence, developing the country and integrating into the West could be possible
with good relations with Turkey.Turkey is trying to develop the current dialogue with the Georgian
government within the framework of its political and economic interests in foreign policy.

CONCLUSION

As you can see, the AK Party government presented a foreign policy perspective based on the
understanding of the historical, geographical and general culture, along with the understanding of fore-
ign policy based on Turkey's strategic importance. The party reflected concepts such as "central co-
untry"”, "multi-dimensional, multi-directional policy", "not crisis-oriented, vision-oriented policy" into
the concept of politics and created the concept of soft power in Turkey [3, p. 131]. The Party govern-
ment, which presented a foreign policy in line with these innovations, also formed the country's security
policy within the framework of this soft power. He has implemented global and regional policies within
the framework of steps taken to ensure zero problems in politics with neighbors, international peace
and stability. Turkey is not only a country that responds to crises by implementing policies that prioritize
economic, historical, geographical and shared cultural identity, but also plays the role of a country that
detects and intervenes before crises occur. The AK Party, which established a new foreign policy with
a "zero problem with neighbors™ approach as a requirement of M. Kamal Atatiirk's policy of "peace at
home, peace in the world", took its place in Turkey's foreign policy.
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AK PARTIYA HOKUMOTI DOVRUNDO TURKiYO CUMHURIYYOTININ
XARICi SiYASOTI

C.Q. Safarova

Tiirkiyonin Ddalot vo Inkisaf Partiyas1 hokiimoti dovriinde xarici siyasoti enonavi olaraq 6lko
tohliikasizliyinin tomin edilmasini, milli maraqlarin tarixdon golon va golocays uzanan bir perspektiv
icindo qorunub inkisaf etdirilmosini, inkisaf v rifah {i¢lin lazimi xarici resurslarin yaradilmasini ho-
doflomisdi. Partiya bu hodoflori, basda qonsular olmagqla, biitiin 6lkslorls yaxs1 olagoalor qurmaq vo
omokdashigin tasisi, beynalxalq siilh, sabitlik, tohliikasizlik vo rifaha tohfs gostorilmasi yolu ils real-
lagdirmagi qarsiya mogsad qoymusdur. AK Partiyas1 hokumoti 6zlindon avval iqtidara golon digor
rohboarliklor kimi Tiirkiyonin Orta Asiyaya agilan qapisi olan vo 276 kilometrlik sorhod qonsusu olan
Giirclistanin ohomiyyatini diqgoat markozindos saxlayirdi. Ona gors do iki 6lko arasinda sosial-igtisadi
va siyasi maraglara uygun olaraq slagalor yenidon nozardon kegirilmoaya baslanmisdir.

Acgar sozlar: Tiirkiya, AK Partiya, Xarici siyasat, Conubi Qafqaz, Giirciistan

BHEIIHAA IMOJUTUKA TYPEIIKOM PECITYBJMKHU B IEPUO/ ITPABJIEHUS
IHAPTHUU CIIPABEJJINBOCTHU U PAZBUTUA

Y.I'. Cajpaposa

Bo Bpems mpaBnenus [laptum crpaBeyIMBOCTH W pa3BUTHS TypIMK BHEMIHSS TOJUTHKA
TPaIMIIMOHHO ObLIa HampaBlieHa Ha oOecredeHne Oe30MacHOCTH CTPaHbl, 3alIUTy U pa3BUTHE
HaIlMOHATBHBIX HHTEPECOB B MEPCIEKTUBE, UCXOAIICH U3 UICTOPUHU U TIPOCTUPAFOIIEHCS B Oyayiee,
U CO3/aHHe HEeOOXOIMMBIX BHEIIHHX PECYPCOB JUISl pa3BUTHUS W mpolBeTaHus. [laptust crpemurcs
peann30BaTh ATH LIETU IMyTEM YCTAHOBJICHHUS XOPOITUX OTHOIICHUN M HaJTA)KUBAHUS COTPYTHUUECTBA
CO BCEMU CTpaHaMH, 0COOEHHO COCETHUMHU, U CIIOCOOCTBYSI MEXKAYHAPOIHOMY MUY, CTAOUIBLHOCTH,
Oe3omacHOCTH | nporBeTaHuto. [IpaButenscTBo [lapTin cripaBeyIMBOCTH U Pa3BUTHSI, KaK U IPyTHe
MpaBUTEILCTBA, MPUIICAIINE K BIACTH JI0 HEro, aKI[EHTUPOBAJIO BHUMAaHHME Ha BakHOCTU ['py3um,
KoTopas saBisieTca BopotaMu Typuuu B CpegHior0 A3UI0 U COCETHEW IpaHUIIEH MPOTSHKEHHOCTHIO
276 xunmomerpoB. [loaTomMy OTHOIIEHHS MeXAy ABYMS CTpaHaMU Haudajl IepecMaTpuBaThC B
COOTBETCTBHUH C COIIMAIbHO-3KOHOMHYECKUMHU U MOJIUTHYECKUMU UHTEpecaMH.

KuroueBsle cioBa: Typyus, [lapmus, enewnsia norumuka, FOxcuoii Kaexas, I py3us
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