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ILHAM ALIYEYV - THE SUCCESSOR OF THE CULTURAL
POLICY OF HEYDAR ALIYEV

Abstract. The article discusses various aspects of the cultural policy
pursued by the President of Azerbaijan, [lham Aliyev, in 2003—-2023. Note that
a unique situation has developed in Azerbaijan when two generations of the
supreme power consistently pursue a single course of systemic transformation
and modernization of all cultural institutions. The continuity of the cultural
policy of President I. Aliyev lies in the legislative framework development
in the sphere of culture, the full support of cultural and art workers, the field
of preserving cultural heritage, and reliance on national cultural values.
The decisive role of such conceptual documents as “Azerbaijan 2020: a
look into the Future” and “Azerbaijan 2030: National Priorities for socio-
economic development”, adopted on the initiative of President 1. Aliyev, in
the development of modern culture, is emphasized.
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Introduction. In the field of cultural policy, President 1. Aliyev isa
consistent successor, the true successor of the nationwide leader Heydar
Aliyev, who, in his speech at the solemn ceremony dedicated to the 10™
anniversary of the state independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan, noted:
“... that in a short historical period a democratic, legal, secular state practically
was built and put into operation. Numerous laws adopted during this time
made it possible to ensure its vital activity, self-dependence and security, to
carry out reforms in all areas of public life and to obtain concrete results.

For the first time in the centuries-old history of our people, Azerbaijan
has taken a worthy place in the world, is represented in all authoritative
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international organizations, and has established close mutually beneficial
cooperation with many states on all continents of the planet” [1].

The interpretation of the main material. The tradition of the priority
development of culture and art, the all-round state support of cultural and art
workers, founded by Heydar Aliyev, received not only further advancement
but also a qualitatively new content during the tenure of [lham Aliyev in the
high post of head of the Azerbaijani state. One can say that a unique situation
has developed in our country in this area when two generations of the supreme
power are consistently pursuing a single course of systemic transformation
and modernization of all cultural institutions.At the same time, an inextricable
link with the centuries-old traditions of the Azerbaijani people and reliance
on the spiritual and aesthetic values of the Azerbaijani nation distinguishes
the cultural policy of both the nationwide leader and President I. Aliyev. The
direct relay race of the cultural policy of Heydar Aliyev and Ilham Aliyev
is filled with remarkable harmony, many non-random landmark events and
natural coincidences.

Respect for the state symbols of the Republic of Azerbaijan — flag, coat of
arms, and anthem — was established during the rule of Heydar Aliyev. Today
this attitude to the symbols of statechood has been raised to new heights.
Under the decree of President Ilham Aliyev, State Flag Day was established
on November 9, and National Flag Museum was founded. A unique object of
the urban environment has appeared in the capital: a flagpole with a fluttering
tricolour flag rises above the museum building, which has no analogues in the
world in size.

The modern town-planning structure of Baku started to take shape in the
late 1960s and 1970s when nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev became head of
the Republic for the first time. At that time, have formed the major architectural
ensembles of the capital, grew numerous residential areas, laid gardens and
parks, and intensively developed the city’s transport infrastructure. Although
Azerbaijan was in an economic crisis when Heydar Aliyev once again headed
the country in 1993, the updating process of the appearance of the capital
and other cities of Azerbaijan continued. As a result of the conclusion of the
oil contract of the century in 1994 and the settling of the economy, a real
construction boom arose in Azerbaijan.

After taking the office of President by Ilham Aliyev, a qualitatively new
stage in the development of architecture and urban planning in Azerbaijan
has begun. The image of Baku and many other cities in our country has
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transformed unrecognisably. Ultra-modern buildings organically fit into the
panorama of the capital, both in appearance and internal equipment, meeting
the latest trends in world architectural design. These hotels, exhibitions and
office buildings made of glass and metal constructions make unexpected
accents to the city’s silhouette.

One of the characteristic features of the ultra-new image of the capital
is the three flame towers visible from different points of the city and the
restoration and reconstruction of residential and public buildings and public
spaces in the centre of Baku. With great enthusiasm, Baku residents welcomed
the renovation of the very heart of the city — Fountain Square — a favourite
place for walks of residents of the capital. Over the past few years, Seaside
Boulevard, which received the status of a national park, has been completely
transformed; all conditions have been created here for the recreation and
entertainment of citizens. This aesthetic waterfront dominance of our city is
the favourite and most beautiful leisure place of Baku citizens and guests of
the capital.

The decree of President Ilham Aliyev on August 18, 2006, «On the
Restoration and Protection of Historical and Architectural Monuments in the
Capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Bakuy, has created a radical turning
point in this area.Particular attention has been paid to preserving their original
appearance.

Fifteen years ago, on April 2, 2007, the President signed a decree
on «Monuments of Monumental Sculpture, Memorial and Architectural
Complexes in the Republic of Azerbaijan». President Ilham Aliyev initiated
the creation of sculpture monuments to a number of artists and cultural
figures and personally attended the inauguration of many of them. It refers
to the monument erected for great poet Mirza Alakbar Sabir near Shamakhy
city, the memorial to singer and composer Muslim Magomayev on his grave
in the Alley of Honor, great composer Fikret Amirov on the Baku street
of the same name, genius singer Bulbul on the Avenue of the same name.
With the President of Austria, Heinz Fischer, President 1. Aliyev participated
in unveiling the monument to the brilliant composer Mozart and with the
President of Serbia — to the great Serbian scientist Nikola Tesla in Baku. Most
recently, in honour of the 80™ anniversary of the birth of Muslim Magomayev,
his monument has been erected on Seaside Boulevard.

By President’s I. Aliyev order, the historical and ethnographic complex
«The World of Dede Gorgud» was laid in the Narimanov district of Baku,
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and a monument to this hero of the national epic was erected. Also, by
order of the President, a memorial to the national hero Koroghlu was
established in Baku.

Already back in distant 2009, the Museum of Modern Art was opened,
becoming a calling card for Azerbaijani avant-garde art and design. The
museum has a collection of over 800 works by Azerbaijani artists and
sculptors working mainly in the modernist style. The works of masters such
as Sattar Bahlulzadeh, Beyukagha Mirzazadeh, Elmira Shakhtakhtinskaya,
Tahir Salakhov, Omar Eldarov, and Nadir Abdurakhmanov are exhibited in
the museum. The design author of the museum is the well-known artist Altay
Sadykhzadeh. President ITham Aliyev, First Vice-President of Azerbaijan
Mehriban Aliyeva, and UNESCO Director-General Koichiro Matsuura
attended the opening ceremony.

According to the order of President [Tham Aliyeyv, issued several years ago,
in addition to the Museum of Modern Art, the Museum of Independence and
the ship museum «Surakhany» were created in the capital. A new venue for
the Carpet and Applied Arts Museum, which celebrated its 55th anniversary
last year, was opened.

It is necessary to stress the enormous role of the President of the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation, the First Vice-President of the country Mehriban Aliyeva,
in the global humanitarian projects implementation of the head of the Republic
of Azerbaijan 1. Aliyev. In the format of the activities of the Heydar Aliyev
Foundation, the musical art of Azerbaijan and its pearl — mugham, as well as
the Azerbaijani carpet, both are included in the UNESCO list of intangible
heritage, are supported and popularized worldwide.

With the active participation of Mehriban Aliyeva, exhibitions of
Azerbaijani art are held on an ongoing basis in many countries of Europe
and the world, and a range of cultural projects have been implemented. As a
result, an enormous range of people learned and perhaps fell in love with our
great cultural heritage, classical and modern music, decorative-applied, and
fine arts.

President Ilham Aliyev determined to rearrange the activities of
museums following «world standards based on contemporary principles of
museum work» and harmonize the expositions «in line with the ideology of
Azerbaijanism.»

Over recent years, apart from museum buildings, large-scale
reconstruction of concert halls and theatres has been carried out. Thus,
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the country’s main concert hall, Palace after Heydar Aliyev, has been
completely transformed. The buildings of the Azerbaijan State Drama
Theatre, Opera and Ballet Theatre, Young Spectator Theatre, and Musical
Comedy Theatre have been reconstructed. «Uns» Theater and the Mugham
Center, new concert and theatre facilities, were created. I want especially
to note the Heydar Aliyev Centre, authored by the world-famous designer
Zaha Hadid.

The President’s activities in the field of culture are so extensive and
multifaceted that in 2008, on the initiative of the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism of Azerbaijan, a two-volume book entitled «President Ilham Aliyev
and Culture» was published. In recent years, Baku has become the centre not
only of national culture. Numerous events of both regional and international
scale are held in Azerbaijan at the initiative and personal participation of
ITham Aliyev. Among them are the World of Mugham International Festival
(2009, 2011, 2012, 2015, 2018), the «Baku Humanitarian Forum: Hopes and
Challenges», the International Forum on Intercultural Dialogue, and many
others. We have all witnessed the grandiose song festival — Eurovision 2012,
held in Baku.

The authority of the President and the country has grown so much
that Baku became the capital of Islamic culture in 2009. In his speech at
the opening ceremony of the Year of «Baku — Capital of Islamic Culture
— 2009», the President of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, said that such cultural
initiatives play an important role in bringing Islamic countries together and
solving global problems. «I am grateful to ISESCO and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference, which played a significant role in making Baku the
capital of Islamic culture. It is a very great momentous event for Azerbaijan. I
would say it is a pride for Baku [2]. The year 2017 was announced as the year
of Islamic solidarity by the presidential decree. It was another very significant
event for Azerbaijan.

The role of our President in preserving, strengthening, and promoting
Azerbaijani culture is invaluable. Addressing numerous forums and meetings
at the highest level, he constantly informs the audience about the history
and modern achievements of the culture of Azerbaijan. On his initiative, our
cultural heritage is represented practically in all international institutions and
has converged firmly into everyday global information space.

The continuous development of the culture of Azerbaijan in the period
2003-2023 is provided not only by direct management of the processes of
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development of science, education, art, sports, etc. A whole range of state
programs on the general socio-economic and socio-cultural significance
determines it.

The decisive role of such conceptual documents as «Azerbaijan 2020: A
Look into the Future» and «Azerbaijan 2030: National Priorities in Socio-
Economic Development», adopted on the personal initiative of President
ITham Aliyev, should be emphasised.

Conclusion. Today, the issue of the continuity of the cultural policy of I.
Aliyev is becoming the subject of a particular study. A separate chapter of the
monograph of Namig Abbasov, «The Phenomenon of Heydar Aliyev in the
Culture of Azerbaijan» (2023), is devoted to this topic. Here is rightly noted
that [3, p. 216]

ITham Aliyev, having fulfilled not only his constitutional duty but also the
moral testament of nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev, celebrates his political
anniversary, the 20th anniversary of being at the helm of state administration.
Garabagh is liberated. «Shusha, you are free! Shusha, we are back!” - the
President said, addressing the nation. Declaring 2023, the year of Heydar
Aliyev, is a new milestone in the national culture development, another step
for Azerbaijan into the future.
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Rana Abdullayeva (Azarbaycan)

ILHAM OLIYEV - HEYDOR OLIiYEVIN MODONIYYOT

SIYASOTININ DAVAMCISI

Moagqalods Azarbaycan Prezidenti ilham Sliyevin 2003-2023-cii illordo
hoyatakecirdiyi modoniyyat siyasatinin miixtalifaspektlorindon bohs edilir.
Qeyd olunur ki, Azorbaycanda unikal voziyyat yaranib ki, ali hakimiyyatin
iki nasli ardicil olaraq biitiin madaniyyat institutlarinin sistemli transfor-
masiyasi vo miiasirlogdirilmoasinin vahid kursunu hoyata kegirir. Prezident
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[.Bliyevin modoniyyat siyasotinin davamliligi modoniyyat sahosindo qa-
nunvericilik bazasinin inkisaf etdirilmosindon, madoniyyat vo incasonat
is¢ilorinin hortorofli dostoklonmosindon, modoni irsin qorunub saxlanmasi
sahasindo, o climladon milli madoni doyarlers sdykonmasindadir. Prezi-
dent 1.8liyevin tosabbiisii ilo qobul edilmis “Azorbaycan 2020: golocoya
baxis” vo “Azarbaycan 2030: sosial-iqtisadi inkisafin milli prioritetlori”
kimi konseptual sonadlorin miiasir moadoniyyastin inkisafinda halledici
rolu vurgulanir.

Acar sézlor: 1lham Bliyev, Heydor Sliyev, modoniyyot siyasati, davamli-
l1q, incasanat.

Pena Aooynnaesa (Azepoaiidscan)

WJIBXAM AJIMEB - MIPEEMHUK KYJIBTYPHOHM MMOJIUTUKH

TEVJIAPA AJIMEBA

B crarbe paccMaTpuBaroTCs pa3IMyHbIE ACIIEKThI KYJIBTYPHOU ITOJINTHKY,
npoBoauMoii IIpesunentom AzepOaiimkana MibxaMmom AJMeBbIM B NEPHOJT
2003-2023 rr. OT™MevaeTcsi, uTo B AzepOaiipkaHe CI0XKHIaCh YHUKAJIbHASI
CUTYallMsl, KOT/IAa J1Ba TIOKOJICHHUS] BEPXOBHOW BJIACTH IMOCIEAOBATEIBHO IIPO-
BOJAT €IUHBII KypC CHCTEMHOTO MpeoOpa3oBaHUs U MOJAEPHU3ALUHU BCEX
WHCTUTYTOB KyJBTYphl. [IpeeMCTBEHHOCTh KyJabTypHOU mnonutuku lIpesum-
nenrta VM.AnueBa 3aKiIi04aeTcs B pa3BUTHM 3aKOHOJATENIBbHOM 0a3bl B cdepe
KyJbTYpBl, BCEMEPHON MOJIEPKKE AedTeNel KyabTypbl U UCKYCCTBa, B 00-
JIACTU COXPAHEHUs KYJIBTYPHOI'O HaCIeaus, a TAKKE B OIIOPE HA HALIMOHAJIb-
HbIE€ KyJIbTypHBIE IeHHOCTH. [loguepkuBaeTcs pemaromas pojib B pa3BUTHH
COBPEMEHHOM KyJIbTYphl TaKUX KOHLENTYaJIbHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, KakK «A3zep-
Gaiimxan 2020: B3 B Oyaymiee» u «Azepoaiimxan 2030: HanmonanbHbie
IIPUOPUTETHI COLUATBHO-DKOHOMUYECKOTO PA3BUTHUSY, IPUHATHIX 110 HHULIM-
aruse [Ipesnnenra M. Anuesa.

Knrouegwvie cnoga: nbxam Anues, l'elinap Anues, KyJapTypHas IOJIUTH-
KM, IPEEMCTBEHHOCTb, UCKYCCTBO.




