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TOLERANCE AND MULTICULTURAL TRADITIONS
IN THE NATIONAL CULTURAL HERITAGE OF AZERBAIJAN

Abstract. Azerbaijan has been a multi-religious, multi-ethnic and
multilingual country since ancient times. Ethnic-religious communities living
in Azerbaijan understood the essence of diversity as a result of mutual culture
and relationship in all periods of history. Since the atmosphere of tolerance in
Azerbaijan is always at a high level, many international events and scientific
conferences dedicated to multiculturalism, relations between nations and
religions and dialogue are held here.

The article deals with the promotion of multiculturalism and tolerance in
Azerbaijan at the level of state policy, the development of these traditions, and
the holding of many international events. At the same time, the work carried
out on the project “Address of Tolerance — Azerbaijan” with the support of the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation is discussed in this article.

Key words: multiculturalism, tolerance, national minorities, Heydar
Aliyev Foundation, cultural diversity.

Introduction. Cultural diversity is a key factor of culture. Azerbaijan has
been a multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multilingual country since ancient
times, and the reason for this is the country’s unique cultural, geopolitical
and geographical location. Ethnic-religious communities living in Azerbaijan
in all periods of history formed the unity of diversity as a result of mutual
culture and relationship and defined its essence. There is no religious and
ethnic hostility in Azerbaijan, no discrimination against religious minorities,
regardless of their number. Our state cares for each of them individually,
translates films and programs covering the cuisine, traditions, and folklore of
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minority nations and presents them to European audiences, preserving their
own traditions and cultural examples. Article 25 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Azerbaijan states that the State guarantees the equality of everyone
regardless of race, nationality, language, religion and origin. It is forbidden
to limit the rights and freedoms of citizens according to their nationality,
language, religion, race, belief, origin, political and other affiliation.

The interpretation of the main material. National Leader of the
Azerbaijani people, Heydar Aliyev, noted that each nation is recognized,
considered and distinguished among other nations for its many characteristics.
The most important and most valuable of them is culture. Cultures within
countries are created by the small number of peoples who live and settle
in that area. It would be more correct to call those few peoples as national
minorities. Every nation living in Azerbaijan speaks the Azerbaijani language
and its own ethnic language, maintaining its ethnic characteristics, celebrate
national and ethnic holidays, create their own cultural centers, associations
and other institutions, publish various newspapers and materials in their own
languages, and they study in Azerbaijani and their own language, learn the
history of their country and their nation. Cultural centers were established in
our republic for the purpose of protection of ethnic and national minorities,
study of material and spiritual cultures. Several societies of national minorities
operate in Azerbaijan: “Turgan-tel” Tatar culture society, “Crimea” Society
of Crimean Tatars, “Vatan” society of Ahiska Turks, Georgian society,
Ukrainian society, “Sona” society of Ahiska Turk women, Avar society and
other amateur societies, national and state theaters, amateur associations.

Since the atmosphere of tolerance in Azerbaijan is always at a high
level, many international events and scientific conferences dedicated to
multiculturalism, relations between nations and religions and dialogue are
held here. The event on “Globalization, religion, traditional values”, which
was attended by more than 200 representatives representing different
countries and religions of the world, was held in Baku in April 2010. This can
be associated with the recognition of Azerbaijan in the international world,
the expansion and development of the atmosphere of tolerance. Starting from
2011, the World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue is held in Baku every two
years on the initiative of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham
Aliyev. These Forums are realized in partnership with UNESCO, the UN
Alliance of Civilizations, the Council of Europe, the North-South Center of
the Council of Europe, ISESCO, and the UN World Tourism Organization.
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The Heydar Aliyev Foundation has invaluable services in the development
and promotion of religious tolerance, religious diversity, national and religious
tolerance, multiculturalism, and national-spiritual values in our republic. The
7th Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations was held in
Baku on April 25-27, 2016. The holding of the 7th Global Forum of the UN
Alliance of Civilizations in Azerbaijan is an indicator of a multicultural and
tolerant atmosphere in the country. The broad recognition and application
of multiculturalism in this form is one of Azerbaijan’s contributions to the
world. Unlike isolationism and assimilation, multiculturalism is the existence
of cultural diversity of not only one dominant ethnic group in the society, but
also of other national minorities and immigrants [5].

Protection of the rights and freedoms of national minorities is one of the
main directions of the policy pursued by the Azerbaijani state, and Azerbaijan,
which has confirmed itself as an exemplary state in terms of tolerance, is
a state where all peoples living here and where people of all religions live
freely. The main provisions of the national policy, which ensure the equality
of rights and freedoms of all citizens, regardless of race, nationality, religion,
language, gender, origin and affiliation, are specified in the constitution of
Azerbaijan (Articles 25, 44). The national policy concept of the Republic of
Azerbaijan is also based on the following international documents:

* UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
* European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms;

* UN International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

* Final act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe;

* Copenhagen document of the OSCE Conference on Human Rights;

*  Commonwealth of Independent States’ Convention on Ensuring the

Rights of Persons Belonging to National Minorities.

Representatives of different nationalities in Azerbaijan work productively
in different areas of society, make worthy contributions to the country’s
development, and work in state structures. A number of ethnic minorities
of the country, including Russian, Lezgi, Tat, Talysh, etc. are represented in
the Milli Majlis (Parliament) by their representatives. The State Advisory
Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan on international, multiculturalism and
religious issues was established in February, 2014. Taking into account the
importance of the wider recognition of Azerbaijan, where multiculturalism
has become a way of life, as well as the importance of analyzing and
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promoting the philosophical, social, political and other aspects, which are
specific to various multicultural models in individual countries, in the reality
of Azerbaijan, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed a decree
“On the establishment of the Baku International Multiculturalism Center”
on May 15, 2014. In accordance with the ideology of Azerbaijanism, the
center is doing consistent work to ensure the protection of tolerance and
cultural, religious and linguistic diversity. Being recognized as a country
of multiculturalism in the world, Azerbaijan studies and promotes existing
multicultural models. The center implements various projects on studying
and promoting the experience of our country in the field of inter-ethnic,
inter-confessional and inter-cultural relations [3, pp. 6-7].

Like all the peoples of the world, the people of Azerbaijan have reached
this day by passing through difficult and very merciless tests of history and
making millions of sacrifices. There have been glorious victories, defeats,
progress, decline, celebration and sadness. However, the ethno-cultural
phenomenon called “Azerbaijani” never envied someone else’s home,
property, destiny, despised the neighbor, did not encroach on the rights of the
stranger [4, p. 337].

The basis of the promotion of multiculturalism, tolerance and religious
tolerance in Azerbaijan at the level of state policy is the country’s history
of statehood and the development of these traditions. Whether the Safavid
State, the enlightenment movement in the 19th-20th centuries, or the political
behavior, which included the representation of representatives of various
ethnic groups and religious groups living in the country, were transformed
into the ideology of statehood by National Leader Heydar Aliyev at the end
of the 20th century. He played an invaluable role in preserving the culture
of tolerance in Azerbaijan and in carrying out major reforms in this field
in general. Heydar Aliyev said: “Tolerance and endurance are very broad
concepts. It means not only the tolerance of religions, but also the tolerance
of each other’s customs, spirituality and cultures. As an independent state that
adheres to the principles of democracy, Azerbaijan provides opportunities
for freedom and liberty to all peoples and nationalities living in its territory,
regardless of their religion, language, race or political affiliation”. Since the
first days of his return to power, the Great Leader defined equal attention
and care of all religions by the state as a priority of state policy. The political
foundations of Azerbaijani multiculturalism are reflected in his decrees and
orders, as well as in other legislative acts [1, p. 77].
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Azerbaijani mentality, Azerbaijani national character has always played
the role of a unique humanitarian-political bridge between the East and the
West. The modern state and nation of Azerbaijan has fully confirmed this
communicative image, which is real and effective between the mentioned
civilizations. So, the unique energy created by the synthesis of Western
and Eastern civilizations has historically settled in the blood and soul of
Azerbaijanis. Another specific point in Azerbaijan’s national character is
related to Islamic ideology. The people of Azerbaijan are a society that carries
high Islamic values in their heart, soul, behavior, morals and spirituality
throughout the Middle Ages and modern history continuously. Our people
are loyal to these values even today. The main important principle of Islam
formed in Azerbaijan, such as its openness to modernity and tolerant attitude
towards other spiritual values, has proven itself long ago. Ahmed Bey Agayev
(Ahmed Agaoglu — 1868—-1939), one of the prominent representatives of the
intellectual elite of Azerbaijan at the beginning of the 20th century, defined
the contours of the political strategy of the Azerbaijani society based on the
abovementioned principles. He believed that the transition from the idea of the
umma (public) to the idea of the nation should be the main condition for the
formation and continuous development of the modern ethnic unity in the East
and the Islamic world. So, tolerance, which is the most progressive element
of Azerbaijan’s national character, rose to the level of multiculturalism policy
in the 90s of the 20™ century. Today, Azerbaijan cooperates with the UN, OIC,
OSCE, UNESCO, ISESCO, CE and other organizations in the international
arena with the aim of promoting and spreading the rich historical experience
gained in the spheres of tolerance and multiculturalism. The “Baku Summit
of Religious Leaders” held in Azerbaijan on April 26-27, 2010 was a great
opportunity to promote the state policy implemented in the religious sphere
of Azerbaijan. Representatives of all religious centers of the world — the
Russian Orthodox Church, the Georgian Orthodox Church, the Armenian
Gregorian Church, as well as the Vatican, the Patriarchate of Constantinople
and the religious institutions of the Islamic world took part in this event. A
conference called “Religious tolerance: culture of coexistence in Azerbaijan”
within the framework of the “Azerbaijan in the heart of Paris” project was
held with the support of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation on October 8, 2015.
The “International Forums on Intercultural Dialogue” held in Baku have a
special value and importance in glorifying the policy of multiculturalism
implemented in Azerbaijan in the international arena [4, p. 339-340].
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The state of Azerbaijan has implemented a correct and healthy national
policy towards all national minorities, peoples and ethnic groups and ensured
their equal rights. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the culture of ethnic
groups and national minorities living in Azerbaijan is preserved as a part of
the country’s culture and conditions are provided for its development. The
protection and support of cultural diversity is reflected in the state policy
of Azerbaijan. The state of Azerbaijan always supports and encourages the
works carried out in the direction of the national minorities and peoples to
keep their traditions alive here and transmitting it on from generation to
generation.

The goal of Azerbaijan’s policy is to preserve the cultural heritage of
national minorities and to show that it encourages friendly coexistence,
sincere communication, and brotherhood between peoples. The national
and international events implemented by the Azerbaijani government
strengthen the solidarity of the Azerbaijani people and increase the
reputation of our country in the international arena as a place where
cultures and civilizations meet.

The Heydar Aliyev Foundation always contributes to the establishment
of human values such as unity and tolerance among different ethnic and
religious groups. The work done by the Foundation has a great impact not only
within the country, but also beyond its borders. The “Address of Tolerance —
Azerbaijan” project is one of the progressive works done in this direction.
A number of mosques, churches and synagogues were repaired and restored
within the framework of the project:

— The Orthodox Church in Baku was renovated and the facade of the temple
was changed in 2007;

— The Heydar Aliyev Foundation and the Roman Catholic religious
community signed a Memorandum of Understanding in September 2008;

— A new mosque was built in Gabala by order of the Heydar Aliyev
Foundation in 2010-2013;

— The Heydar Juma Mosque in Mardakan settlement has been reconstructed
at the initiative of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, etc. since 2012 [2, pp.
327-328].

At the same time, the work of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation under the
“Address of Tolerance — Azerbaijan” project is reflected in the holding
of a number of prestigious events abroad and the restoration of various
monuments:
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— New halls dedicated to Islamic art were opened in the Louvre museum
of Paris at the initiative of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation in September
2012;

— An agreement was signed between the Heydar Alitev Foundation and the
Vatican Apostolic Library on “Restoration of new manuscripts and their
digitization in 2015-2016” on June 2, 2020;

— The catacombs of St. Marcellinius and Pietro were restored within the
framework of the “Bilateral Agreement on the Restoration of Roman
Catacombs” signed between the Heydar Aliyev Foundation and Vatican
in Rome, on June 22, 2012 under the “Address of Tolerance — Azerbaijan”
project, etc. [2, p. 329-330]

Conclusion. The state of Azerbaijan has implemented a correct and
healthy national policy towards all national minorities, peoples and ethnic
groups and ensured their equal rights. After the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the culture of ethnic groups and national minorities living in Azerbaijan is
preserved as a part of the country’s culture and conditions are provided for
its development. The protection and support of cultural diversity is reflected
in the state policy of Azerbaijan. The state of Azerbaijan always supports and
encourages the works carried out in the direction of the national minorities
and peoples to keep their traditions alive here and transmitting it on from
generation to generation.

The goal of Azerbaijan’s policy is to preserve the cultural heritage of
national minorities, to show that it encourages friendly coexistence, sincere
communication, and brotherhood between peoples. The national and
international events implemented by the Azerbaijani government strengthen
the solidarity of the Azerbaijani people and increase the reputation of our
country in the international arena as a place where cultures and civilizations
meet.
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Farqana Hiiseynova (Azarbaycan)

AZORBAYCANIN MILLi-MODONI iRSINDO TOLERANTLIQ

VO MULTIKULTURAL ONONOLOR

Azarbaycan gadimdon coxdinli, ¢coxmillatli vo c¢oxdilli 6lke olmusdur.
Tarixin biitiin dovrlorinde Azorbaycanda moskunlasan etnik-dini birlikler,
qarsiliglt madoniyyat vo miinasibot naticosindo miixtolifliyin mahiyyatini
dork etmislor. Azorbaycanda tolerantliq miihiti hor zaman yiiksok soviyyado
oldugu ii¢lin burada multikulturalizmo, millotlor vo dinlor arasinda olan
miinasibatlors, dialoga hasr edilmis beynolxalq soviyyali bir ¢cox tadbirlar,
elmi konfranslar kegirilir. Maqalodo Azaorbaycanda multikulturalizmin, to-
lerantligin dovlot siyasoti soviyyasinda tobligindon vo bu ononoslorin inkisa-
findan, beynalxalq soviyyali bir ¢ox tadbirlorin ke¢irilmasindon bohs edilir.
Eyni zamanda Heydor Oliyev Fondunun dostoyi ilo “Tolerantligin iinvani —
Azorbaycan” layihasi iizro goriilon iglordon sdhbat agilir.

Acgar sozlar: multikulturalizm, tolerantliq, milli azliglar, Heydor Oliyev
Fondu, madoni mixtaliflik.

Depzana I'yceiinosa (Azepoaitdrcan)

TOJEPAHTHOCTDb U MYJIBTUKYJIBTYPHBIE TPAAUIINA

B HAITUOHAJIBHOM KVYJIBTYPHOM HACJIEJIUU

A3EPBAMI)KAHA

AzepOaiikaH ¢ IPeBHUX BPEMEH ObUT MYJIBTHPEIUTHO3HOM, MHOTOHA-
IIUOHAIBHOM M MHOTOSI3BIYHOM CTpaHOH. DTHO-PENIUTHO3HBIE OOLIMHBI, Ha-
censiBIMe AszepOaiikaH BO BCe MEPHUOABI UCTOPHUH, B pe3yJbTaTe B3auMHON
KyJIBTYPBl M B3aUMOOTHOIIEHHWH OCO3HAJIM CYIIHOCTh pa3zHooOpaszus. Ilo-
CKOJIbKY cpe/ia TOJEpaHTHOCTH B A3epOaiiikaHe Bcerga Oblia HAa BRICOKOM
YPOBHE, 3/1€Ch IPOBOASITCSI MHOI'ME MEPOIPUATHS MEXKIYHAPOAHOIO YPOBHSI,
HayyHble KOH(EPEHIUH, MTOCBSIIIEHHbIE MYJIbTUKYIBTYpPAIN3MY, OTHOILICHH-
AM MEXJy HallUsIMH U PEJIUTUsMHM, Juajnory. B crarbe roBopurcsa o mpora-
ra"je MyJbTUKYJIBTYpalii3Ma, TOJICPAaHTHOCTH B A3epOaiiykaHe Ha ypOBHE
rOCyJapCTBEHHOM MOJUTUKHU U Pa3BUTHH ATUX TPAJULNNA, TPOBEACHUU MHO-
TUX MEPONPUITHIA MEXAyHapOIHOIO YpoBHA. B TO e Bpemsi oOcyxkaaercs
paborta, npojenaHHas 0 IPOEKTY «Apec TOJEPAHTHOCTH — A3epOalKan
nipu noaepxkke @onna ['eiinapa Anresa.

Knrouegvie cnoga: MynbTUKYIbTYypajanu3M, TOJIEPAHTHOCTb, HallMOHAJIb-
Hble MeHbITMHCTBA, @oHp [einapa Anuesa, KyapTypHOE pa3HOOOpa3ue.
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