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THE MAIN POINTS OF THE NEW CONCEPT
OF CULTURE OF ALI BEY HUSEYNZADE

Abstract. The article presents Ali Bey Huseynzadeh’s concept of
culture. It is indicated that Eastern and Western cultures came together in
Azerbaijan at the beginning of the twentieth century as a result of socio-
political events. As a consequence, intellectuals express their attitude to the
issue of culture. The article claims that thebasis of Ali Bey Huseynzade’s
concept of culture is to preserve the national culture and at the same
time to enrich it withWestern culture. The author assumes that the great
thinker Ali Bey Huseynzade’s approach to the concept of culture from this
standpoint was directly related to his education. The article considers Ali
Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture in the context of the history of cultural
thought, especially the history of Western cultural thought. Besides, Ali Bey
Huseynzade’s concept of culture was considered in the context of social and
cultural events of time. The scientific significance of the studying of Ali Bey
Huseynzade’s concept of culture is emphasized. The new concept of culture
of Ali Bey Huseynzade is very important from the point of view, on the one
hand, of forming the nation’s resolve to resist Russian assimilation policy,
on other hand, neutralizing the influence of Persian ideological pressure, on
the another hand, preventing the Armenian threat to the Turkish presence
in Azerbaijan, actualizing national identity issues in the country, as well as
Azerbaijan’s demand for independence, guiding the creation of a new state
model based on democratic principles, connected to the Turkish thought,
European values.
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Introduction. As we know the end of the 19" century and the beginning of
the 20" century can be characterized as a very decisive and complex period for
Azerbaijan. Due to the development of the oil industry at that historical stage
Azerbaijan enters a network of socio-cultural and economic relations different
from previous times. The different network of socio-cultural and economic
relations plays an important role in the consolidation of the Azerbaijani people
as a nation. As a result, oil capital turns into human capital and gives impetus
to the formation of very strong intellectual elite of Azerbaijan. One of such
intellectuals was Ali Bey Huseynzade.

The interpretation of the main material. Throughout his career Ali Bey
Huseynzade thought more about national issues. He was literally a thinker.
This way of thinking combined philosophy, religious studies, philology,
sociology, cultural studies and several other fields of social and humanitarian
sciences. Culturology was particularly distinguished in these fields. Ali Bey
Huseynzade’s culturological views and concept of culture were formed on
the basis of scientific ideas of Western thinkers, so before commenting on
this concept, it is necessary to take a brief look at the history of the study of
culture in Europe.

“The scientific study of Culture” has a history of more than three hundred
years. In scientific literature, in the second half of the 17" century, the ideas
of the English scientist Thomas Hobbes and the German jurist Samuel von
Pufendorf about the two different states in which a person can exist — the
natural state (status naturalist) and the cultural state (status culturalist) were
accepted as the beginning of the study of culture from a scientific point of view
is done. Later, towards the end of the 18th century, the German philosopher
Herder Johann Gottfried began to study culture from a historical perspective.
During the European Enlightenment movement in the 18" century the study of
culture was in the center of attention. S. Montesquieu, F. Voltaire, J. Rousseau
in France, G. Lessing, 1. Kant, I. G. Herder in Germany, J. Vico in Italy, B.
Franklin, D. F. Cooper, T. Payne in North America with the problem of culture
they are seriously engaged. The 19" century was a particularly fruitful period
in the study of culture. Turkish scientist Ozkul Chobanogly writes in his book
“Introduction to the History of Folklore Theories and Research Methods™.
Until the 19th century when we say culture, we mean the inner qualities of
the person. But at the end of the 19" century starting with Taylor’s research,
the term “culture” began to mean everything that belongs to any society and
is obtained as a result of human activity [1, p. 18].
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Nicolas Jornet“What is culture?” In his article, he presents the definition of
culture defined by Taylor in 1871 as follows: “Culture is a set of knowledge,
beliefs, arts, values, rules, customs and traditions, all activities and habits
acquired later by a person who is a member of society” [6, p. 15].

Prominent scientist and academician Isa Habibbayli interprets culture as
follows: “Culture creates favorable conditions for living common values and
views in society at a balanced level, eliminating contradictions and cracks
between swelling and collapse. Also, the cultural factor plays an important
role in ensuring relations, rapprochement and sometimes even harmony
between different civilizations” [2, p. 7].

Sarkhan Khavari writes about culture: “The cultural landscape of the
world is colorful and whole. It is a set of rational knowledge, values, ideas
about norms, spirituality, mentality belonging to a particular culture or
cultures of other nations. Culture is a phenomenon capable of creating a
single field of spiritual energy that can unite different ethnic groups, all
social strata, regardless of their political outlook, religion, or confessional
view. The creation of a single spiritual field means the creation of
harmonious relations between different parties, the concept of universal
interest” [5, p. 18].

Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture is based on the relationship
between Eastern and Western cultures. One of the important factors that made
culturology relevant in the work of Ali Bey Huseynzade in that historical period
was the fact that European culture and Eastern culture met in Azerbaijan. The
national intellectual elite had to express their attitude towards the new culture
based on this encounter. As a culturologist Ali Bey Huseynzade also puzzled
over these problems [3, p. 18]. He wrote that we should benefit from the
achievements of Europeans in the field of science and education. We must
digest their brains but not their stomachs [4].

Yashar Garayev writes about these ideas of Ali Bey Huseynzade:
“Fuyuzat” amendment to the doctrine of “Europeanization” as well as
“Islamization” was the expression of anew stage in artistic and philosophical
progress. Ali Bey does not call Turkish intellectuals to be “functionaries
of Euro centrism”, no on the contraryhe considered “Europeanization” in
the true sense of the word... as a method and form of resistance to Europe”
[7, p. 441].

The correctness of these opinions of Yashar Garayev is also confirmed by
the following comments of Ali Bey Huseynzade: “We wish that when looking
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at our progress, it would be said that Turks and Muslims are making great
progress”, or not that it would be said that Turks and Muslims are apostatizing
and becoming Farangs” [7].

With such a national position, Ali Bey Huseynzade emphasized the need
to prevent ethnic assimilation.

It is possible to summarize the approach of Ali Bey Huseynzade in the
way that at the beginning of the 20™ century, this genius thinker proposed a
new concept of culture based on modern foundations for the entire Turkic
world. The main goal of this cultural concept was to create a synthesis of
Eastern and Western cultural thinking without breaking away from the
national roots and allowing imitation. Yusif Akchura called it the synthesis of
thesis and antithesis and stated that Ali Bey Huseynzade wanted to combine
the thesis and antitheses of the parties participating in the discussions into a
high synthesis.

From this point of view, the national ideological concept of Azerbaijan,
which emerged at the beginning of the 20th century, should be studied on the
same level as our national cultural concept.

The purpose of putting forward the new concept of culture is to form
the determination of the nation to resist the Russian assimilation policy
directed by Ilminsky, who was called the “missionary movement” since
the 19" century on the one hand to neutralize the impact of the Persian
ideological pressure, on the other hand to prevent the Armenians from
threatening the Turkish presence in Azerbaijan and to actualize the issues
of national identity in the country. As well as Azerbaijan’s demand for
independence the attempt to direct the creation of a new state model
based on Turkish thought, European values and democratic principles
prepared the ground for the triad of Turkification, Islamization and
Europeanization.

Studying at St. Petersburg and Istanbul Universities deeply mastering
medicine and mathematics listening to Zhukovsky’s lectures at the
Faculty of Oriental Studies of St. Petersburg University while still in
Russia, attending the classes of the Academy of Arts and during the years
of his studies at Istanbul University, the processes that were of decisive
importance for the Turkish world in the 20" century, for example the Union
and At the beginning of the last century, the presence of the founders who
determined the direction of the progressive society in the front ranks was
the basis for Ali Bey Huseynzade’s mission to guide these processes in
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Azerbaijan. In this sense, the ideas put forward by him in his articles
published in Baku from 1905 first in the “Hayat” newspaper and then in

the

“Fuyuzat” magazine in 1906 are not only ideological, but at the same

time new to cultural issues by scientists who study the history of Turkish
thought. It is characterized as a view and makes it necessary to investigate
that topic.

1.

(O8]

Conclusion. The main scientific innovation and main results of the article are:
Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture was considered in the context of
the history of cultural thought, especially the history of Western cultural
thought.

. Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture was considered in the context of

socio-cultural events of the time.

. Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture is based on the preservation of

national values by integrating them into the world.

Factors affecting Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of culture are determined
in the context of his biography.

The scientific importance of the study of Ali Bey Huseynzade’s concept of
culture was emphasized.
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Comils Seyid (Azarbaycan)

OLi BOY HUSEYNZADONIN YENI MODONIYYOT

KONSEPSIYASININ 9SAS TEZiSLORI

Mogqalodo Oli boy Hiiseynzadonin modoniyyat konsepsiyasindan bohs
edilir. Qeyd edilir ki, XX asrin ovvallorinds ictimai-siyasi hadisolorlor
olagodar olaraq Azaorbaycanda Sorq vo Qorb modoniyyatlori qarsilagir. Bu-
nun da naticosindo ziyalilar madoniyyot mosalosine miinasibat bildirirlor.
Mogqalads osaslandirilir ki, ©li boy Hiiseynzadonin modoniyyat konsep-
siyasinin osasinda milli madoniyyati qoruyub saxlamaq, eyni zamanda
Qorb madoaniyyati ilo zonginlosmok dayanir. Miisllif hesab edir ki, bo-
yiik miitefokkir Oli bay Hiiseynzadonin madoniyyat konsepsiyasina belos
movgedon yanasmasi onun tohsili ilo bilavasito bagli olmusdur. Maqalodo
Oli boy Hiiseynzadonin modoniyyat konsepsiyast kulturoloji fikir tarixi,
xlisuson Qorb kulturoloji fikir tarixi kontekstindo nozordon kecirilmis-
dir. Bundan olavo, Oli boy Hiiseynzadonin madoniyyat konsepsiyast dov-
rliin sosial-modoni hadissalori kontekstindo nozordon kecirilmisdir. ©li bay
Hiiseynzadonin modoniyyot konsepsiyasinin todqiqinin elmi ohomiyyoti
vurgulanmisdir.

Oli boy Hiiseynzadonin yeni modoniyyat konsepsiya rus assimilyasi-
ya siyasatino qarst millotin dironis ozmini formalasdirmaq, digor torofdon
fars ideoloji tozyiqinin tesir giiclinli zorarsizlosdirmok, basqa bir torofdon
ermanilorin Azarbaycanda tiirk varligini tohdid etmasini angallomak, 6lkada
milli kimlik masalalarini aktuallandirmagq, eloce do Azarbaycanin miistaqillik
tolobi, tiirk diislincosine, Avropa doyorlorino bagli, demokratik prinsiplora
osaslanan yeni dovlot modelinin yaranmasina istigamot vermok baximindan
olduqca oshoamiyyatli olmusdur.

Acar sozlor: Avropalagsmaq, madoniyyat, simvolizm, Sorq, Qarb.

Moxamuia Ceiina (Azepoaitorcan)

OCHOBHBIE TE3UCHI HOBOH KYJIBTYPHOM

KOHIEIINA AJTUBES I'YCEVMH3AIE

B crarbe roBopuTcs 0 koHIEeNuUU KyibTypel Anubes ['yceitnzane. Ot-
MedaeTcs, 4YTo B Hayaje XX BeKa B pe3ylbTare 00IeCTBEHHO-TOIUTHYE-
CKUX COOBITHI B AzepOaiikaHe CTaIKUBalOTCA KyabTypbl Boctoka u 3ana-
Jla 4YTO IIPUBOJIUT K BBICKA3bIBAHUIO MHTEJIJICTCHIMEN CBOECH TOYKU 3pEHUs
10 BOIIPOCY KYJIbTYphl. B cTaTbe yTBEp:KAaeTCs, YTO KOHLENIUS KYJIbTYpPbI
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Anubes ['yceitH3aze ocHOBaHa Ha COXPAHEHUU HAIMOHAIBHOM KYJIBTYPBI U
OJTHOBPEMEHHOM OOOTaIlEHUH €€ 3alaIHON KyJIbTypOidl. ABTOP CUUTAET, UTO
MOJO0OHBIN MOIXO BEIMKOTO MbIciuTens Anubes ['yceitH3ane K MOHSATHIO
KyJBTYpbI OblII HaNpsIMyIO CBsI3aH C ero oopazoBaHueM. B crarbe koHIlen-
s KyapTypsl Anubes ['yceliH3ane paccMaTpuBaeTCsl B KOHTEKCTE HCTOPUU
KYJIbTYPHOH MBICIIM, B YACTHOCTH, UICTOPUH 3aIIaJHOMN KYJIbTYPHOU MBICIIH,a
TaK)K€ B KOHTEKCTE COLIMOKYJIBTYPHBIX COOBITMH Toro mepuona. Ilomuep-
KHMBaeTCsl HayyHas 3HAUUMOCTbh M3YUYEHHUS KOHUEMIUHU KYIbTYyphl Aunbes
I'yceiinzane.

HoBas xynbrypHas xonuenuus Anubes ['yceliH3azne npusBaHa, ¢ OJHOM
CTOPOHBI, C(POPMHPOBATH PELIMMOCTh HAIMM MPOTUBOCTOATH POCCUHCKOMN
MIOJINTUKE ACCUMWISLIMH, C JPYTOM CTOPOHBI, HEUTPAIN30BaTh BO3IECHCTBUE
IIEPCUCKOTO UIECOJIOrHYE€CKOTO NABJICHHUS], C TPETHEN CTOPOHBL, HE IOITYCTUTh
YIpO3bl CO CTOPOHBI apMsH TYypeLKOMY MPHUCYTCTBHIO B AsepOaiikaHe, a
TaKKe JJIs1 aKTyaJIn3aliy BOIIPOCOB HALIMOHAJILHON HJICHTUYHOCTH B CTPaHeE.
JlaHHas KOHILIETILUS UTPAET BaXKHYIO POJIb TAKXKE C TOUKHM 3peHUsi TpeboBa-
HUN AzepOaiipkaHOM HE3aBUCUMOCTH M CO3JIaHUsI HOBOM TOCYIapCTBEHHOM
MOJIE€/IM, OCHOBAHHOW Ha TIOPKCKOM MJIEOJIOTUH, EBPOIEHCKUX LIEHHOCTAX U
JEMOKPAaTHYECKUX MPUHIIMIIAX.

KuroueBble ci10Ba: eBpornensanus, KyibsTypa, CHMBOIN3M, BocTok, 3ana.
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