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MODERN CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN SHUSHA -
THE CAPITAL OF ISLAMIC CULTURE

Abstract. The article deals with Azerbaijan’s greatest respect for religious
traditions as a multicultural state, and declaration of Shusha by the Islamic
states as the “cultural capital of the Islamic world” for 2024. It also deals with
the huge reconstruction works carried out in Shusha, which was liberated
from occupation, and the restoration of historical, cultural and religious
monuments that were subjected to Armenian occupation with high taste, in
the style of national architecture. It is stated that the restoration works carried
out by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation in Shusha bring back the historical spirit
of Shusha, and also include the restoration of cultural events and traditions
that have not been implemented for years. It is concluded that the decrees
signed on the declaration of Shusha as the cultural capital of Azerbaijan, as
well as the declaration of 2022 as the “Year of Shusha” demonstrated to the
whole world that Shusha is the historical and ancient land of Azerbaijan, that
our people have centuries-old culture in these areas, and that our national and
cultural heritage is based on deep roots.
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Introduction. Shusha, which is called the crown of Karabakh, is also
considered the ancient cultural center of Azerbaijan, the cradle of our
culture. Shusha has been one of the important centers of the historical,
cultural, social and political life of Azerbaijan, the cradle of our country’s
culture, the “conservatory of the Caucasus”. The territory of the city is rich
in ancient monuments. As a result of Armenia’s policy of aggression against
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Azerbaijan, Shusha was occupied on May 8, 1992, and historical and
cultural monuments in the city were destroyed. The territories of Azerbaijan,
including Shusha, which have been under the occupation of the Armenian
armed forces for nearly 30 years, have subjected to great destruction, and a
large number of historical, cultural and religious monuments of Azerbaijan
have been damaged. As a multicultural state, Azerbaijan has always
respected all religious traditions. Baku has repeatedly been the capital of
summit meetings of world religious leaders. The destruction of our history,
our culture, in short, our cultural heritage by Armenian aggressors during
the occupation period showed Armenian vandalism and the inner face
of Armenians to the world once again. There were about 170 religious,
historical and cultural monuments in Shusha before the occupation.
Historical monuments, cultural examples were looted, destroyed and ruined
by the Armenian invaders. As a result of the aggression of the Armenian
armed forces, 25 schools, 31 libraries, 17 clubs, 8 cultural houses, 4 technical
schools, 2 institute branches, 7 kindergartens, 4 cinemas, 5 cultural and
recreation parks, 2 sanatoriums, 2 hotels, a branch of the State Museum of
Azerbaijan Carpet, Shusha State Drama Theater, Shusha Television, Factory
of Eastern Musical Instrument, State Art Gallery, Children’s Health School,
etc. were looted, burned and destroyed in Shusha.

Shusha, the crown of Karabakh, not only impressed people with
its charming nature, mysterious springs, great mountains, Jidir plain,
“Kharibulbul”, but also became an art temple that resonated with the
whole world with its literature, music, and mugham art. Shusha has been
rightly called the music conservatory of the East. Genius composer Uzeyir
Hajibeyli, the founder of the professional music art of Azerbaijan and the
author of the first opera of the East, Khan Shushinksi, Seyid Shushinski,
Bulbul, Niyazi Shusha were outstanding musicians who left indelible traces
in our musical culture. Shusha was so famous for its mugham evenings
that it became a rare place in the Caucasus in terms of musical culture.
The Karabakh music school gave the world many well-known musicians
in the 20" century. The music festivals and competitions held in Karabakh
contributed to the emergence and development of new talents and created
conditions for the recognition of the art of mugham in the world. An example
of this is the All-Union Music Festival “Khari Bulbul” held in Shusha in
1987. The listeners were presented the recordings of 24 representatives of
the Karabakh mugham school, which had a special role in the development
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of the musical culture of our people, in the “Karabagh Khanandas” project
of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. These recordings belong to different
years [6]. Today, the huge reconstruction works in our liberated territories,
including the restoration and construction process in Shusha are carried out
by the Azerbaijani state in accordance with the original architectural style
of Shusha in order to restore the historical image of the city. The restoration
of each of the historical monuments in Shusha is of special importance to
us. President ITham Aliyev signed a decree declaring Shusha the cultural
capital of Azerbaijan on May 7, 2021, which once again showed that the
city has a centuries-old rich culture.

The 12" Conference of Ministers of Culture in the Islamic World, held
in Doha, the capital of Qatar on September 25, 2023, declared unanimously
Shusha as “Cultural Capital of the Islamic World” for 2024. This decision is
an expression of special attention to Shusha, which manifests the riches of
Islamic culture. In order to nominate Shusha for the “Cultural Capital of the
Islamic World”, the relevant mission of ISESCO was here and appreciated
highly the construction works carried out in the city. Taking into account
the restoration of the cultural heritage, cultural, historical and religious
monuments of Shusha by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation under the leadership
of the First Vice-President, ISESCO Goodwill Ambassador Mehriban
Aliyeva, the Islamic countries declared Shusha unanimously as the “Cultural
Capital of the Islamic World”. Today, Shusha hosts international events and
large cultural projects [3].

The interpretation of the main material. The historical, cultural and
religious monuments in Shusha that were subjected to Armenian brutality
are restored with great taste, in the style of national architecture and
returned to their former appearance. Most of the restoration work in Shusha,
as in all regions liberated from occupation, is carried out by the Heydar
Aliyev Foundation. First of all, the busts of our geniuses — Khurshudbanu
Natavan, Uzeyir Hajibeyli, Bulbul, which were shot down by Armenians,
were brought to their native lands. At the same time, the monument of
Uzeyir Bey Hajibeyli, the author of the first opera in the East, the founder
of our modern music, which was destroyed by the enemy, was erected
again, and work was started on the restoration of the great composer’s
destroyed house. It should be stated that a statue of the composer was
erected in Shusha in 1985 on the occasion of Uzeyir Hajibeyli’s 100th
anniversary. The house museum of the outstanding musician, our great
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khananda Bulbul, and the house museum of the famous tar player Sadigjan
have been restored. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation also carried out
restoration works of the Mausoleum of M.P. Vagif, which was opened by
the Great Leader, at its own expense. One of the buildings restored by the
foundation is the Shirin su hammam, which reflects national architectural
traditions. The hammam is on the list of nationally important immovable
historical and cultural monuments and has been restored by preserving its
historical appearance.

Today, the huge reconstruction works in our liberated territories,
including the restoration and construction process in Shusha are carried
out by the Azerbaijani state in accordance with the original architectural
style of Shusha in order to restore the historical image of the city. The
Heydar Aliyev Foundation carried out the repair and restoration works
of Ashagi Govhar Agha, Yukhari Govhar Agha and Saatli mosques
in Shusha. The architect of all three mosques was Karbalai Safikhan
Karabaghi, and the mosques are on the list of important historical and
cultural monuments of the country. The interior of the Yukhari Govhar
Agha Mosque was destroyed, the decor of its minarets was damaged,
and its covers were destroyed. Restoration works were carried out in
the mosque after liberation from occupation. The stones of the mosque
were changed according to the original project. The destroyed madrasah
in the mosque area was also restored. Foreign experts also carried
out assessment work on the Ashagi Govhar Agha Mosque, which was
destroyed during the occupation, and the mosque was restored and
returned to its former appearance. The historic Saatli Mosque, located in
the Saatli district, was seriously damaged after the occupation of Shusha
by Armenia. The Kazanchi Church, like all other historical and cultural
monuments, is being restored currently. It is planned to restore the
Kazanchi Church to its original artistic and aesthetic appearance. The
Heydar Aliyev Foundation has started implementing another project in
Shusha, liberated from occupation. Repair and restoration works of the
Creativity Center, Painting and Carpet galleries were carried out in the
city. The building in which the Shusha Creative Center is located, and
which used to be known as the Caravanserai of Agha Gahraman Mirsiyab
oglu, is on the list of nationally important historical architectural
monuments. The Shusha Carpet Gallery is located in the building of the
former Shusha Carpet Museum. The building was seriously damaged
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during the occupation. Besides the repair and restoration works, the
selection of works to be exhibited in all three buildings is underway
currently. The works of Azerbaijani artists, works reflecting images of
Karabakh before and after the occupation, as well as carpet exhibits will
be placed in Shusha in a short time. Of course, this is not a complete
list of monuments that have been restored. All the historical, cultural
and religious monuments of Shusha will be restored and returned to
their former appearance in the near future, and the city will successfully
perform the mission of the cultural capital of Azerbaijan [4].

The Mehmandarov estate-complex, which is one of the important cultural
and historical architectural monuments in Shusha, was also restored by the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation. Specialists conducted assessment works in the
estate complex, which was severely damaged during the occupation and
was destroyed by Armenians, restoration works were carried out based
on this, and the monument was returned to its former appearance. Today,
Shusha hosts festivals, poetry days and many other important cultural events
again. The “Kharibulbul” music festival, which was held with the support
of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation on the famous Jidir Plain in 2021, Vagif
poetry days, the final competition of the 8th mugham competition and other
international events will heal the wounds inflicted by the enemy on Shusha
and restore Shusha’s historical spirit. These projects include the restoration of
administrative, historical and cultural monuments in the liberated territories,
as well as the restoration of our cultural events and traditions, which have not
been implemented in our historical lands for years. So, our lands liberated
from occupation are currently being revived mentally and spiritually, besides
restoration and construction works [1, pp. 169-170].

Large-scale restoration and repair works in Shusha attract the attention of
foreign experts.Ray Bondi, the chairman of National Commission of Malta
for UNESCO, a well-known expert on world heritage, published about this
in the “Times of Malta” newspaper entitled “Shusha — the cultural capital
in ruins”, said that Azerbaijan is determined to restore its cultural capital
— Shusha. Shusha is a place of value, history, heritage, culture and natural
beauty. Shusha must be preserved and passed on to future generations [5].

Conclusion. The Decrees on the declaration of Shusha as the cultural
capital of Azerbaijan and the declaration of 2022 as the “Year of Shusha” are
wise decisions that contain great goals and worksconsidered for future success.
Besides restoring former status and glory of Shusha, these signed decrees show
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to the whole world that it is a historical and ancient land of Azerbaijan, that our
people have centuries-old culture in these lands, and that our national-cultural
and historical heritage is based on deep roots.“The declaration of 2022 as the
“Year of Shusha” in Azerbaijan and the implementation of comprehensive
measures related to the historical past, present and future of Shusha are of
great importance. It is also a message to the whole world. The world will
witness the huge projects implemented after the cultural capital of Azerbaijan
was returned to its original owners [2, p. 21]. Our head of state stated during
his visit to Shusha that this city will soon be restored: “I said that Shusha will
become one of the most beautiful cities not only in Azerbaijan, but in the
world, and we will achieve this”.

Construction works started in Shusha after liberation from occupation
confirmed this once again. Yes, the Victorious Army of Azerbaijan liberated
Karabakh from the invaders many years later. The 30-year conflict ended in 44
days with the rightful victory of Azerbaijan. Reconstruction works, socio and
economic innovations, cultural development, creation of new infrastructure,
living and business activities of our citizens who have returned to their native
land are considered as the highest priority.
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Farqans Hiiseynova (Azarbaycan)

ISLAM MODONIYYOTININ PAYTAXTI SUSADA MUASIR

MODONI INKISAF

Moqalodo Azorbaycanin multikultural doévlet kimi hor zaman dini
ononolars hdrmotlo yanagmasindan, islam dévlatlorinin Susa soharini 2024-cii
il lizro “Islam diinyasinin modoniyyat paytaxt:” elan etmasindon bahs olunur.
Homginin iggaldan azad olunmus Susa sohorindo hoyata kegirilon nohong

86



Incasanat vo madaniyyat problemlori / Problems of Arts and Culture / TTpo6embl ckyceTsa 1 KyasTypbl  ISSN 2310-5399  Vol. 18 Ne3

yenidonqurma islorindon, ermoni iggalina moruz qalan tarixi, madoni, dini
abidolorin yiiksok zovqle, milli memarlhq tislubunda yenidon borpa olunma-
sindan bohs olunur. Qeyd olunur ki, Susada Heydor Oliyev Fondu torsfindon
aparilan barpa islori Susanin tarixi ruhunu 6ziine qaytarir, hom do illordir
hayata kecirilmoyon madani tadbirlorin, anonslorimizin borpasini ohato edir.
Bels noticoayo golinir ki, Sugsanin hom Azarbaycanin madoniyyat paytaxti elan
edilmasi, hom do 2022-ci ilin “Susa ili” elan edilmosi ilo bagh imzalanmis
sorancamlar Susanin tarixi va 9zali Azarbaycan torpagi oldugunu, xalqimizin
bu arazilordo ¢oxasirlik moadoniyyata sahib oldugunu, milli-madoni irsimizin
dorin koklora asaslandigini biitiin diinyaya niimayis etdirmis oldu.

Acar sozlor: Susa, Heydor Oliyev Fondu, tarixi-modoniyyat abidaleri,
mascidlor, barpa islori

®eprana I'yceiinoBa (A3zepoaiiorncan)

COBPEMEHHOE KYJIBTYPHOE PAZBUTHUE B IIYILIE —

CTOJINIE UCJTAMCKOM KYJIBTYPBI

B crarbe roBoputcs o ToM, uTo A3epOalipkaH KaK MYJIBTHKYIBTYpHOE
rOCYIapCTBO BCEIJA C YBAXXEHUEM OTHOCHUTCS K PEJIMTHO3HBIM TPAJHULIMIM,
0 TOM, YTO UCTaMCKue rocynapctBa o0bsuan Llynry «Cronuiel KyabTypbl
nciaamckoro Mupa» B 2024 romy. Takxke pedb MACT O MacIITAaOHOW PEKOH-
CTPYKLUH, IPOBEACHHON B OCBOOOXKJIEHHOM OT OKKymnauuu ropone lllyma,
O BOCCTAHOBJICHMM MOJBEPIIIUXCS APMSHCKOM OKKyNaluu HCTOPUUYECKUX,
KYJIBTYPHBIX, PEJIMTHO3HBIX MaMSITHUKOB C BHICOKUM BKYCOM, B HAaIIMOHAJb-
HOM apXWUTEKTypHOM ctuje. OTMedaercs, 4TO pecTaBpallMOHHBIE PaOOTHI,
npoBoaumelie B Illyme ®ongom leiinapa AnueBa, BO3BpaniaroT UCTOpUYE-
ckuit nyx llymm, a Takke BKIIOYAIOT B ¢€0S BOCCTAHOBIICHHE KYJIBTYPHBIX
MEpONPUITHH, TpaJIuLUKA, KOTOPbIE HE OCYIIECTBIUINCH rogamMu. Jlemnaercs
BBIBOJI, YTO TOATMCAHHBIE pacriopsokeHus 00 oObsBieHnu Lllymm kynsTyp-
HOM cromuieit AsepOaiimkana u oObsBienun 2022 roga «lomom Iyt
MIPOJEMOHCTPUPOBaAIN BceMy Mupy, uro lllyma sBisieTcss ucropuueckon u
MCKOHHO a3epOaiipkaHCKOW 3eMIIeld, UTO Halll HapOJl UMEET MHOTOBEKOBYIO
KYJIBTYpY Ha 3THUX TEPPUTOPHUSX, UTO HAILE HAITMOHAIBHO-KYJIBTYPHOE Hacle-
JIMe UMEET INyOOKHUE KOPHHU.

Kirouessbie cnoBa: lyma, @onp ['eiinapa Anuesa, HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYp-
HbI€ MaMATHUKU, MEUETH, pECTaBPAI[IOHHbIE PAOOTHI.
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