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PERPETUATION OF THE MEMORY OF HEYDAR ALIYEV IN THE
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF TURKIC-SPEAKING PEOPLES

Abstruct. The relevance of studying the experience of perpetuating
the memory of the great leader Heydar Aliyev is conditioned by the need
to determine the historical past of society, and at present, its identity and
high moral values. Today, among the consolidation factors of the Turkic
peoples, the examples of self-sacrifice of historical figures who shaped
cultural identity for the sake of the well-being of humanity are of particular
importance. The purpose of the study is to systematically interpret the
commemorative initiatives within the framework of museum, memorial and
educational projects implemented in recent years in the Turkic-speaking
countries as Turkey, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan,
and the ideas and thoughts of intellectuals of Turkic origin about the genius
of Heydar Aliyev. This study can serve as a theoretical basis for the research
in the field of «memory studies» during the formation of national identity and
consolidation of the Turkic peoples.

Key words: Heydar Aliyev, Turkic-speaking countries, memory, cultural
memory, identity.

“Throughout all stages of his stormy life,

he remained a great figure who never forgot
Azerbaijan or his Turkic identity”.

Ihsan Dogramaci [5]

Introduction. On December 12, our people commemorate the genius of
the Great Leader Heydar Aliyev with great love and respect. The life and
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activities of a unique personality, a powerful political figure who forever
engraved his name in history, are a source of pride for every Azerbaijani
citizen. The National Leader of the Azerbaijani people, Heydar Aliyev, went
down in modern world history as a great personality, a person of extraordinary
intelligence, innate talent, and a wise statesman who left a bright and indelible
mark. Heydar Aliyev’s life path is an exemplary school embodying high
human and moral qualities. The years he led our country entered our history
as a period of renaissance, national progress, national awakening, and finally,
the building of an independent state.

Heydar Aliyev was not only the beloved leader of the Azerbaijani people,
he was also a statesman known and loved throughout the Turkic world. It was
Heydar Aliyev who raised the idea of «One Nation, Two Statesy», reflecting
the solid foundation of Turkish-Azerbaijani friendly relations, to the level of
a political slogan. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said: «The late
Heydar Aliyev has taken an honorable place in Turkish and world history with
his extraordinary services for the happiness and prosperity of Azerbaijan, and
peace in the region and the world. Heydar Aliyev is a leader known and loved
not only in Azerbaijan, but throughout the Turkic world» [4, p.130].

The interpretation of the main material. The national leader Heydar
Aliyev was a supporter of the integration of the countries of the Turkic
World. In his congratulatory message to the participants of the Congress of
Friendship, Brotherhood and Cooperation of the Turkic Peoples in 1994, he
noted: “The modern Turkic world, which is experiencing a new period of its
rise, is capable of giving new unique examples to human civilization” [15].

Today, Azerbaijan’s cooperation and friendly relations with the states of
the Turkic World are based on the historical roots of our peoples, the unity of
customs and traditions accumulated over centuries, and the unity of language.
Azerbaijan’s historical traditions, friendly and fraternal relations with
Turkey, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan have existed for
centuries.

In his address to the VII Congress of Friendship, Brotherhood and
Cooperation of Turkic States and Communities on June 29, 1999, Heydar
Aliyev emphasized: “Today, at the end of the twentieth century, our people
have regained their historical right and gained independence. All conditions
have been created for the unhindered development of our national statehood
attributes, which make each of us feel boundless pride in our hearts, our
historical monuments that demonstrate the rich material and spiritual world
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of Turkicness, and our universal values. It is our sacred duty to preserve these
great achievements, further strengthen our state independence, and achieve
comprehensive relations between our countries and peoples based on the
principles of sovereignty, mutual trust and brotherhood” [7].

Today, the legacy of wisdom in the ideas of Heydar Aliyev, a genius
figure of not only Azerbaijan but also the entire Turkic world, is preserved
and kept alive in the treasury of ideas of Turkish intellectuals. In addition,
commemorative initiatives are carried out in Turkic-speaking countries to
perpetuate the memory of a great personality. It should also be noted that
commemorative practice acts as one of the main tools in the formation of
cultural-historical memory, its preservation and transmission to future
generations. The social function of commemorative practice is very important.
As a socio-cultural practice, commemoration is a field of socio-culturological
activity that ensures the self-identification of society, its identity, and the
transmission of cultural-historical traditions. In order to perpetuate the
memory of historical personalities and events, the erection of monuments,
the construction of memorial complexes and parks, the establishment of
memorial and holiday days, museum expositions, toponymy (naming streets),
etc. initiatives are among the commemorative initiatives.

Keeping the memory of Heydar Aliyev immortalize

in the Republic of Turkey

The Heydar Aliyev phenomenon is constantly in the attention of not only
politicians in Turkey, but also scientists, educators and cultural figures. Thus,
in 2019, in a lecture on the topic “History of the Caucasus” at the Heydar
Aliyev Center, Turkish historian, professor Ilber Ortayli emphasized the
special services of the Great Leader Heydar Aliyev in strengthening relations
between Azerbaijan and Turkey: “Azerbaijan and Turkey are also two Turkic
states close to each other. Heydar Aliyev defined our relations very well. One
nation, two states. We are part of one culture. This culture has many colors.
We have a rich historical past. Turks cannot live without a state. We need to
hold the state in our hands” [12].

The Heydar Aliyev Park, which has become one of the most beautiful
recreation areas in the Turkish capital Ankara, with an area of approximately
10 thousand square meters, was built in 2004. In 2012, major reconstruction
works were carried out in the park. At the entrance to the park, there are
marble plaques with information about the planting of Khan plane trees by
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Fig. 1. Heydar Aliyev Park.
Turkey Republic. Ankara. 2012

President Ilham Aliyev and First
Lady Mehriban Aliyeva on April 4,
2004. The ceremonial square, sports
field, and children’s entertainment
area located in this recreation
area create opportunities for city
residents of all age groups to relax
according to their tastes. There is
an amphitheater for 1,200 people
in Heydar Aliyev Park, where
various artistic and mass events and
concerts are organized. The «Buta»
Azerbaijan Propaganda House,
built on the territory of the park,
contributes to the promotion of
our national culture in the fraternal
country.

Perpetuation of the memory of Heydar Aliyev in Kyrgyzstan

The international historical figure of the Azerbaijani national leader
Heydar Aliyev’s belief in the future of the Turkic world has earned him respect
in Kyrgyzstan as well. The Kyrgyz people taking the importance that Heydar

I'EM‘]AP ANVEB HEYD®R SLIYEV
e e

Fig. 2. School-Gymnasium educational
complex named after Heydar Aliyev.
Kyrgyzstan. Bishkek. 2022

Aliyev expressed to education and
science as an admonition, constantly
keep the education of the younger
generation in the spotlight. Thus,
on October 12, 2022, the School-
Gymnasium educational complex
No. 20, opened in Bishkek, the
capital of Kyrgyzstan, was named
after Heydar Aliyev [8].

The prominent Kyrgyz People’s
Writer Chingiz Aitmatov (1928-
2008) considered Heydar Aliyev a
historical, even legendary figure.
He assessed Heydar Aliyev as
a person who was always at the
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service of his people, ready for the most urgent challenges of the modern
era, during the Soviet era, in the CIS space, and generally on a global scale.
Chingiz Aitmatov noted: “Heydar Alirza oglu is one of the greatest leaders
of the 20" century. He is one of the founders of the new history of modern
democratic Eurasia today” [3].

Commemorative initiatives

in Uzbekistan

Another example of a rare
tribute to the unique personality of
Heydar Aliyev is the construction of
a large memorial complex in 2022
in the Heydar Aliyev Square in the
capital of Uzbekistan, Tashkent [6].

The President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, Islam Karimov (1938-
2016), presented Heydar Aliyev as s
“the legitimate leader who raised  gig 3. Heydar Aliyev Square. Uzbekistan,
the prestige of Azerbaijan all over  Tashkent. 2022
the world.” In his speeches, Islam
Karimov emphasized Heydar Aliyev’s encyclopedic memory: “To remember
so much from ancient history, from various directions of philosophy, politics,
literature and language, and to keep such a modern name is an unprecedented
feat!” [4].

Commemorative practice

in Kazakhstan

One of the goodwill steps of the
Turkic world serving to perpetuate
the legacy and legacy of wisdom
of Heydar Aliyev is manifested
in the activities of the Heydar
Aliyev Museum-Cabinet at the
L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National
University in Kazakhstan.

. Fig. 4. Heydar Aliyev Museum-Cabinet
The attitude of the Kazakh at the L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National

people to the phenomenon of  University in Kazakhstan
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Heydar Aliyev is clearly demonstrated in the thoughts expressed with
great respect and reverence by the world-famous writer Oljas Suleymenov.
In the introduction to the book “Heydar Aliyev. Personality and Time”
(2007) by writer-publicist Elmira Akhundova under the title “Hero of Two
Centuries”, while sharing her thoughts on Heydar Aliyev, O. Suleymenov
emphasizes that “no outstanding figure of the 20™ century has been
destined to rise to the level of greatness in the 21* century either” [1].
Oljas Suleymenov, who highly appreciates the Heydar Aliyev phenomenon
as having led Azerbaijan to prosperity and his wisdom and courage in
resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, writes: “The government is
first and foremost the ruler. Powerful rulers create and protect states,
while weak, incompetent rulers destroy them. Heydar Aliyev, who faced
difficult years of rising towards the future and laid the foundations of
a new, independent Azerbaijan, draws such a lesson from his life and
experience” [1].

Commemorative practice in Turkmenistan

Azerbaijan-Turkmenistan relations, including cultural ties [7], are
experiencing a new stage of development. Today, the Turkic peoples have a
need for unification. One of the main arguments and factors for this unification
is the Heydar Aliyev factor. As a manifestation of the great value that the
Turkmen people attach to the National Leader of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev,
the book “Heydar Aliyev” from the “Life of Outstanding People” series was
translated into Turkmen and published in an exquisite format in Ashgabat, the
capital of Turkmenistan, in 2010, on the occasion of the 87" anniversary of
his birth [2].

Among those who envy the personality of the great leader Heydar
Aliyeyv, it is worth mentioning the name of Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov,
the Chairman of the People’s Council of Turkmenistan. In his book
“Diplomacy: A Look from the Inside” (2018), the elder of Azerbaijani
diplomacy, Vahdat Sultanzadeh, talks about the attitude of the national
leader of the Turkmen people Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov to Heydar
Aliyev. The book notes by Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, who participated
in events dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the planetary statesman
Heydar Aliyev, treated his memory with special sensitivity and respect,
and repeatedly emphasized in meetings that H. Aliyev’s political activity
was a school for him.
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One of the most effective meth-
ods of commemorative initiatives is
to keep alive the memory of great
personalities through works of art.
In 2023, the book “Epic of Eternity”
(“Ebedilik Dessany”), consisting of
the poems “Epic of a Great Life”
and “Continuation of a Great Life”
dedicated to the National Leader
Heydar Aliyev by the People’s Poet
Zalimkhan Yagub, was translated
into Turkmen with the support of
the Embassy of Azerbaijan in Turk-
menistan and published (translators
into Turkmen: Turkmen poets Ak-
murad Rajabov and Mikayil Yusi-
fov; artist-illustrator People’s Art-
ist Arif Huseynov) [16]. The book
serves Azerbaijani-Turkmen cultur-
al relations and the strengthening of
fraternal relations.

Conclusion. Thus, from a small

EBEDILIK
DESSANY

Fig.5. Yakup Zelimkhan. The Epic of
Eternity. A.: Turkmen State Publishing
House, — 2023. — 256 p. (in Turkmen)

excursion it becomes clear that the treasury of ideas of the National Leader
Heydar Aliyev about the unity of the Turkic world is cherished by Turkey and the
Turkic states of Central Asia with great respect and reverence. The ideological
and spiritual heritage of the great leader is preserved and promoted within the
framework of various commemorative (scientific, educational and cultural)
projects. Intellectuals of Turkic-speaking states call Heydar Aliyev “the hero
of two centuries”, confirming that he is a Great Personality of planetary scale.
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Yegano 9liyeva (Azarbaycan)

TURK XALQLARININ MODONI YADDASINDA

HEYDOR OLIYEV XATIROSININ OBODILOSDIRILMOSI

Ulu o6ndor Heydor Oliyevin xatirosinin obadilosdirilmasi tocriibasinin
Oyranilmosinin aktualligi comiyyatin 6z tarixi kegmisini, hazirda iso identik-
liyinin vo ali monavi dayarlorinin qorunmasi va golacok nasillora otiiriilmasi
zoruratilo miioyyan olunur. Bu giin Tiirk xalglarinin konsolidasiya amillari si-
rasinda madoni identikliyi formalagdiran tarixi soxsiyyatlorin bagariyyatin ri-
fah1 namino fodakarliq niimunalori xtisusi 6nom dasiyir. Todqgigatin moagsadi
son illordo tiirkdilli dévlatlor — Tiirkiye, Qazaxistan, Ozbokistan, Qirgizistan va
Tiirkmonistanda hoyata kecirilon muzey, xatire va tohsil layihslari ¢orcivasinda
kommemorativ togabbiislori, Heydor Oliyev diihasi barads tiirkosilli intellek-
tuallarin fikir va diistincalarini sistemli sokildo sorh etmokdir. Arasdirma Tiirk
xalqlarinin milli identikliyinin formalasmasi vo konsolidasiyas1 dovriinds “me-
mory studies” sahasindo aparilan aragsdirmalara nozori zomin ola bilor.

Acar sozlar: Heydor Oliyev, tiirkdilli dovlstlor, xatira, modoni yaddas,
identiklik.

Erana AnueBa (A3epoaiioncan)

YBEKOBEUMBAHUWE NAMSITU I'EVJIAPA AJTMEBA

B KYJIBTYPHOM HACJIEAUU TIOPKOA3BIYHbIX HAPOAOB

AKTyaJIbHOCTh HM3YyY€HHs ONbITa YBEKOBEUMBaHMs mnamstu OOuieHarm-
oHanmpHOTO JUzepa [einapa AmmeBa o0yciioBiieHa HEOOXOIUMOCTBIO OIpe-
JIeNICHHUsI UICTOPUYECKOTO MPOILIOro OOIIecTBa, a B HACTOSIIEE BPEMs] — €ro
UEHTUYHOCTHU U BBICOKUX MOpaJIbHbIX IIeHHOcTe. Ceroans cpenu GpakTopoB
KOHCOJIM/IAIINH TIOPKCKUX HAPOJIOB 0CO00E 3HAYEHHE UMEIOT IPUMEPHI CaMo-
OTBEP)KEHHOCTH MCTOPHYECKHX JIESITENCH BO MMs OJIaromoiydus 4eioBede-
CTBa, KOTOpBIE (DOPMUPYIOT KYJIBTYpHYIO HIEHTUYHOCTH. Llens uccnenoBanus
— CHCTEMHBI 0030p KOMMEMOPATHBHBIX HHHUIIMATUB B PaMKaX MY3EUHBIX,
MEMOpPHUAIIBHBIX U 00pa30BaTEIbHBIX MPOEKTOB, PEAIM30BAaHHBIX B IMOCIE-
HUE TONBI B TIOPKOS3BIUHBIX CTpaHax, Takux kak Typuws, Kazaxcran, Y30e-
kuctal, Keipreicran u TypkMeHUCTaH, a Tak)Ke BbICKAa3bIBAHUS MHTEILICKTY-
QJIOB TIOPKCKOTO MPOMCXOX/IEHHUs O TeHUaJIbHOM JMYHOCTH [eiinapa Anuesa.
JlaHHOE HCCIIeIOBaHNE MOXKET TMOCITYKUTh TEOPETUIECKON OCHOBOH IS pa3-
paboTOK, MPOBOAUMBIX B 00s1acTH «memory studies» B mepros GpopMUpPOBaHUS
HAI[MOHAJILHOW UIEHTUYHOCTU U KOHCOJIMIAIIMU TIOPKCKUX HAPOJIOB.

KuaroueBbie cioBa: Ieiinap AnueB, TIOPKOS3BIYHBIE CTPAHBI, MaMSTh,
KyJbTYpHAs TaMSATh, HICHTUIHOCTb.
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