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ACADEMICIAN MIKAYIL USEYNOV’S PRACTICAL AND
SCIENTIFIC CAREER

Abstract. Mikayil Huseynov’s early works consisted of designs for civil
buildings. Based on his projects, the construction of buildings was carried out
in Baku, Ganja, Nakhchivan, Shaki, as well as in other cities and districts of
the republic. Within a short period of time, cultural and public utility buildings
were also constructed according to his designs in cities such as Dushanbe,
Moscow, Ordzhonikidze, and others.

Through his creative explorations, Mikayil Huseynov contributed
significantly to the development of national architecture. With his monumental
residential and public building projects — including the House of Scientists in
Baku (1946), the Uzeyir Hajibeyov Azerbaijan State Conservatory (1937—
1939), the Nizami Literature Museum (1946), the Nizami Cinema Center
(1937-1939), the Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute (1931-1933), residential
buildings for employees of the Baku Soviet (currently the building of the
Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic, 1938-1941), and buildings of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences — he established a distinctive
architectural style in Azerbaijani architecture.

M. Huseynov’s scholarly activity began in 1963 with the publication
of the book “The History of Architecture of Azerbaijan” (co-authored with
A. Salamzade and L. Bretanitsky) and continued in 1973 with his role as
scientific editor of the book “Soviet Architecture of Azerbaijan” (authors:
A. Salamzade and L. Bretanitsky). For nearly 40 years (1948-1988), M.
Huseynov served as the director of the Institute of Architecture and Art of
the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences and supervised the academic
research of nearly 100 postgraduate students.
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Introduction. Azerbaijan, located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia,
has made significant contributions to the world architectural treasury like
other areas of culture. Our outstanding masters created magnificent works
combining the best traditions of world architecture with national features,
Eastern and European architectural styles. This resulted in the formation of
the Azerbaijani school of architecture. The 1930s—50s are mainly associated
with the successful creative endeavors of two outstanding architects — Sadig
Alakbar oglu Dadashov (1905-1946) and Mikayil Alasgar oglu Useynov
(1905-1992), who made invaluable contributions to the development of
Azerbaijani national architecture.

Dwelling and public buildings built in the classical architectural style
occupy a special place among the works designed by M.Useynov, one of
the most prominent figures of the Azerbaijani school of architecture. The
architect, who turned classical architecture into his creative credo and motto,
succeeded in creating architectural examples of high artistic value that are
unparalleled in our national architecture.

Fig. 1. Academician Mikayil Useynov.
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It should be noted that the architect’s work coincided with a complex
and difficult period — the period of the adoption of the Resolution of
the USSR Council of Ministers “On the Elimination of Extremism in
Architectural Design and Construction” in 1955, which had a negative
impact on the artistic and architectural appearance of cities and
settlements. This main factor, which undermined the development of
architecture, also affected his work. This limitation can be observed in
the design of a number of public buildings intended for construction
in architecturally important areas. This limitation can be observed in
the design of a number of public buildings intended for construction in
architecturally important areas.

The interpretation of the main material. M.Useynov was one of
the founders of the professional architectural school of Azerbaijan in the
20™ century. About 200 of his projects were implemented in the country
and abroad. His first works were projects of civil buildings, which were
constructed in Baku, Ganja, Nakhchivan, Sheki, Mingachevir, Gazakh, and
other cities and regions of the republic based on his projects. Cultural and
dwelling buildings were built in Dushanbe, Moscow, Ordzhonikidze, etc.
based on his projects in a short time. The fact that he brought a national
color to Azerbaijani architecture without abandoning the advanced and
new trends of world architecture testifies to Mikayil Useynov’s high
professionalism. Masterfully using the synthesis of Eastern and Western
architectural schools, Mikayil Useynov, whose researches contributed to
the development of our national architecture, left his mark on Azerbaijani
architecture by creating designs of magnificent dwelling and public
buildings (The “House of Scientists” in Baku (1946), the “Azerbaijan
State Conservatory” named after U.Hajibeyov (1937-1939), the “Literary
Museum named after Nizami” (1946), the “Nizami” cinema center (1937—
1939), the “Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute” (1931-1933), dwelling
buildings for the employees of the “Baku Soviet” (currently the building
of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic (1938—1941), the buildings of
ANAS, the Kapaz Hotel in Ganja, dwelling buildings in Mingachevir, the
Teachers’ Seminary in Gazakh, etc.).
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Fig. 2. Azerbaijan State Conservatory” named after U.Hajibeyov.

Fig. 3. The “Nizami” cinema center.
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Fig. 4. The building of ANAS.

The use of symmetrical composition occupied a special place in the
architect’s work. His symmetrically designed projects include two 10-story
dwelling buildings, 16-story houses (1970s) next to the Government House,
the 16-story Azerbaijan Hotel (1969) on the western side of the Freedom
Square and the Absheron Hotel (1985) on the eastern side; the “Nizami”
cinema center, an example of the Greek and national architectural style, and its
symmetrical counterpart buildings. The construction of the Freedom Square
ensemble in Baku occupied a significant place in Useynov’s creative career in
the 60s—80s. The architect’s work was highly appreciated and he was awarded
the State Prize. Hotel projects occupied a special place in Academician
M.Useynov’s creative career. The architect was commissioned to design the
Moscow Hotel in the Baku amphitheater, on H.Javid Avenue in 1970, and
the master accomplished masterfully with this task. The construction of the
hotel, which blends harmoniously into the landscape, began in late 1977. The
architect applied the neoclassical and romantic approach he used during the
construction of the “Absheron” and “Azerbaijan” hotels to the construction
of the Moscow Hotel. The hotel was put into operation in 1980, with a total
area of 15,233 square meters.

All 3 hotels built in Baku, being the dominants of their location, have
become the key elements in the formation of the city planning structure. The
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hotels “Absheron” (inventory number 3395), “Azerbaijan” (3316), “Moscow”
(3374) were included in the list of the monuments of local importance in
the catalog “Classification of immovable historical and cultural monuments
under state protection in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan by their
importance”, approved by the decision No. 132 of the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2001. The “Azerbaijan” and “Absheron”
hotels are important components of the Freedom Square, “closing” it by
strengthening the entrance and exit of Neftchilar Avenue to the Freedom
Square. The Absheron Hotel (1985), which frames the square on the right side
of the Government House, consists of 1211 rooms and was built as a mirror
image of the Azerbaijan Hotel (1969).

The architect implemented another hotel project in 1973, building
the Kapaz Hotel in Ganja (architects M.Useynov, N.Akhundova). The
city’s Nizami Square has formed as a city planning node by constructing
the hotel. The composition of the civil building, which has become the
dominant of the square, is completed by the monument of Nizami Ganjavi
erected in 1947. The nine-story hotel overlooks the picturesque Ganja
River and has a closed courtyard. The architect used national ornaments
and local architectural motifs skillfully, combining them with modernity
in the design. His work is also important in terms of preserving national
architecture of the Soviet period.

M.Useynov also conducted valuable research in the field of studying the
history of Azerbaijani architecture. The scientist paid particular attention to
the study and preservation of the national architectural heritage of Azerbaijan.
He researched the synthesis of Eastern and Western architectural traditions
and applied this synthesis to contemporary architecture.

M.Useynov, who showed great interest in architectural heritage while
still a student at the Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute, together with his
student friend and colleague S.Dadashov, conducted measurements at the
Palace of the Shirvanshahs in 1924, worked on its drawings and published
them on A.Shusev’s advice. The architect participated in the competition
for the design of the mausoleum of the outstanding Azerbaijani poet
Nizami Ganjavi in 1926, and was awarded. When developing sketches
for the tomb, he studied Ajami Abubakir oglu Nakhchivani’s historical
mausoleum heritage, and designed the Nizami Mausoleum as a two-
tiered underground crypt and an above-ground tomb, benefiting from
his style.
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His interest in architectural heritage led him to produce a fundamental
research work, the book “Architecture History of Azerbaijan”, together with
A.Salamzade and L.Bretanitsky in 1963, which marked the beginning of a
national school of architectural science. The book “Architecture of Soviet
Azerbaijan” by authors L.Bretanitsky and A.Salamzade was published under
his scientific editorship in 1973. Conservation work in the Shirvanshahs
Palace Complex and the Maiden Tower was carried out under his leadership
and advice. He provided scientific and creative support for the projects of
restoration of religious, memorial and civil buildings located in various
regions of Azerbaijan.
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Fig. 5. The book “Architecture History of Azerbaijan”
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years (1948-1988). The organization of the Alley of Honor is associated with
his name.

Conclusion. Academician M.Useynov is the author of more than 100
scientific works. Dozens of dissertations were defended under his supervisor,
and the personnel potential of the national architectural science was formed.
The International Academy of Architecture of the Eastern Countries was
established on the initiative of the scientist in 1992, and its first president
was Mikayil Useynov. The synthesis of M.Useynov’s scientific and practical
career forms the basis of his great contributions to Azerbaijani architecture.
He is known as a scientist with theoretical knowledge and an architect with
extensive practical experience.

Scientific research and architectural work form a unity in his work. His
practical projects and scientific works, the generations he raised and the
academies he organized served to enrich Azerbaijani architectural science
and its international recognition.
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Rahibo 9liyeva (Azarbaycan)

AKADEMIK MIKAYIL HUSEYNOVUN PRAKTIK VO ELMI

FOALIYYOTI

[1k islori miilki binalarinin layihalori olmus, onun layiholori osasinda Ba-
kida, Gancado, Naxc¢ivanda, Sokids respublikanin digar sohor vo rayonlarin-
da binalarin tikintis1 hoyata keg¢irilmisdir. Az vaxtda onun layiholori osasinda
eloco do Diisonbado, Moskvada, Orconikidzedo va s. soharlordo moadoni-
moisot binalar1 tikilmisdir. Oz axtarislar1 ilo milli memarligimizin inkisafina
nail olmus Mikay1l Hiiseynov ozomatli yasayis vo ictmai binalarin lahiyalori
ilo (Bakidak: “Alimlor evi” (1946), U.Hacibayov adia “Azarbaycan Dévlat
Konservatoriyas1” (1937-1939), “Nizami adina Odobiyyat Muzeyi’nin
(1946), “Nizami” kino morkozi (1937-1939), Azorb. Politexnik Institutu
(1931-1933), “Baki Soveti” is¢ilori li¢lin yasayis binalar1 (hazirda Respublika
Nazirlor Kabineti binas1 (1938-1941), AMEA-nin binalar1) Azorbaycan me-
marliginda 6z dasti-xoattini qoymusdur. M.Useynovun elmi faaliyyasti 1963-cii
ildo “Azorbaycanin memarliq tarixi” kitab1 ilo baslamis (9.Salamzado vo

41



Vol.20 Ne 1 ISSN 2310-5399  Incasonat vo madaniyyat problemlori / Problems of Arts and Culture / TIpo6aieMbI HCKYCCTBa 1 KyJILTYpbl

L.Bretanitskiylo birlikds), 1973-cii ilds “Azarbaycanin Sovet memarlig1”
kitabinin elmi redaktorlugu ilo davam etdirmisdir(miiolliflor ©.Salamzado,
L.Bretanitskiy). M.Useynov 40 ilo yaxin (1948—1988) AMEA-nin Memarliq
vo Incosanat Institutunun direktoru vazifasinda calismis, 100-o yaxin aspiran-
tin elmi rohbori olmusdur.

Agar sozlor: Mikayil Hiiseynov, Azarbaycan memarligi, milli memarliq
onanolori, ictimai binalar, memarliq irsi.

Paxub6a AumeBa (Azepoaitorcan)

HNPAKTHYECKAS U HAYUHASA JEATEJIBHOCTD

AKAJIEMUKA MUKAWJIA YCEHHOBA

[epBeie paboTsl Mukania YceiHoBa ObUIH CBSI3aHBI C MPOSKTHPOBAHUEM
rpaxkIaHckux 3aaHuid. [1o ero mpoekram ocyIecTBIsIIOCh CTPOUTENHCTBO 3/1a-
Huii B baky, ['tnmxe, Haxusiane, [llexu, a Takke B ApyTrux roposiax v paioHax
pecryOnuky. B KOpOTKHE CPOKH MO ero MpoeKTaM ObLIH BO3BEIEHBI KYJIBTYp-
HO-OBITOBBIC 3MaHMs B [{ymanoe, MockBe, OpIPKOHUKHII3€ U APYTUX TOPOIAX.

biaronaps cBoum TBOpuyeckMM mouckaM Mukaun YCeHOB BHEC 3Ha-
YUTENbHBIM BKJIaJ B Pa3BUTUE HAIMOHAJIBHOW apXHUTEKTypbl. ETo mpoeKTs
MOHYMEHTAJIbHBIX KHJIBIX U OOIIECTBEHHBIX 3/1aHuil — Jlom yueHbIX B baky
(1946), AzepbaiimxaHcKasi TOCylapCTBEHHAss KOHCEPBAaTOpUs UMEHU Y3eu-
pa lamxubeitnu (1937-1939), Myseii nuteparypsl umeHn Huzamu (1946),
kuHoueHTp «Hwuszamm» (1937-1939), AzepbOaiikaHCKuil MOJIUTEXHUYECKUN
uHCTUTYT (1931-1933), sxunsie qoma ans paborHukoB bakunckoro Cosera
(ubiHe 3maHne Kabunera MunuctpoB PecryOmuku, 1938-1941), a taxke
3nanusg HAHA — copmupoBanu ero MHIUBUAYaIbHBINA CTHIIb B APXUTEKTY-
pe AzepOaiimkana.

Hayunas nestensHocTh M. YceliHoBa Hadanack B 1963 rony ¢ myOmu-
karuu KHUTH «McTopust apxuTekTypsl AsepbaiimxkaHa» (B COaBTOPCTBE
¢ A. Canamsane u JI. bperanunkum) u Op1a npononkeHa B 1973 rony Ha-
YUHBIM peJakTHUpoBaHUEeM KHUTH «CoBeTCKasl apxXUTeKTypa A3zepOaiipkaHay
(aBTOphl: A. Camam3zane, JI. bperanunkuii). Oxono 40 met (1948—1988)
M. VceliHOB 3aHMMAaJI JOJKHOCTB JUpeKTOpa MHCTUTYTa apXUTEKTYpBI U UC-
kycctBa HAHA u 6b11 HayuHbIM pykoBOAuTENEM okoio 100 aciupaHTOB.

KuoueBnle cjioBa: Mukaun YceiHOB, apXuUTeKTypa AzepOaiixana, Ha-
LIUOHAJIbHbIE APXUTEKTYPHbIE TPAJUIUH, OOLIECTBEHHBIEC 3aHUs, aPXUTEK-
TYypHOE Hacjeque.
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