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THE MODERN CONCEPT OF THE HISTORICALLY AUTOCHHONOUS
POPULATION AND THE ETHNOCULTURAL HERITAGE OF
THE WESTERN ZANGAZUR

In this research, the author, studying the ethnocultural and historical fate of Zangazur,
particularly western Zangazur, used scientific evidence to identify processes of destruction
and falsification of the region's heritage. The author sought to demonstrate that the forced
deportation of the population and the falsification of various historical monuments inevitably
led to the erasure of ethnocultural memory. In terms of terminology, deliberately rejecting the
concept of "aboriginal”, the author adopted the term "autochthon™, which is frequently
encountered in Azerbaijani historiography, as well as in international scientific literature.
The term "autochthonous"”, rather than "aboriginal”, was chosen more accurately to
emphasize the fact that the Zangazur people developed in this geographical environment and
were an integral part of the ethnogenesis of Azerbaijanis. The ethnocultural memory of the
indigenous population was seriously undermined by forced deportations and artificial
changes in the demographic balance. Thus, the aim of this study is to identify the
anthropogenic factors and their consequences that contribute to the formation and
development of events leading to the loss of the ethnocultural and historical heritage, which
represents the unprecedented cultural contribution of the Zangazur region.

The scientific novelty of this study lies in its analysis of the customs, daily life, economic
life, epigraphic monuments, and toponyms of the indigenous population of Zangazur based on
interdisciplinary sources. The author takes a critical approach to 19th-century censuses and
demonstrates that the numerical superiority of Azerbaijanis was concealed through various
statistical manipulations. Regarding the application of this study, the obtained scientific
results provide a scientific basis for developing conceptual approaches to incorporating the
region’s historical and cultural heritage into the international scientific community, as well as
for conducting new research within the framework of the concept of lost lands.

Keywords: Western Zangazur, toponyms, Turkish-Muslim population of Zangazur,
autochthonous people, local population, administrative territory of Zangazur

Introduction

The native autochthonous people of Western Azerbaijan contributed greatly to all-
Azerbaijani ethnogenesis even in the early period of history. The material and spiritual values
created in the said region began to grow progressively. From the ancient history of
Azerbaijan, the population of 26 tribes in Albania is known. These tribes were of great
importance in the nation formation process. These tribes played an important role in the
formation of the nation. Mahmud Yagublu claims that, “the main intention of trying to insist
that there is no Turkish ethnos among these 26 tribes was to remove our ancient state-Albania
from the history of Azerbaijan” [6,s.4]. “The presence of Turkic tribes in the population is
proved not only by archaeological, but also by epigraphical evidence. In that geography, the
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age and traditions of the presentation of folk performances in various forms and contents have
been formed, which can be measured in thousands of years” [8].

The definition of ethnocultural heritage is that it is a cultural heritage that is transmitted
through successive generations. The traditions associated with this legacy are well-known. To
permanently remove ethnocultural legacy, either monuments are destroyed or stolen, the
population undergoes a strategy of forced relocation and removal, or active measures are
taken to remove the cultural heritage of the indigenous tribes. The Zangazur region, like many
others, suffered the consequences of such a policy.

As is known ,the creation and development of political-administrative and territorial
divisions is of great importance not only from the point of view of state or state-building, but
also from the point of view of regional development. However, sometimes the creation and
development of such divisions was created deliberately. Since nations, states and societies are
complex structures with historical roots, the emergence of political and territorial divisions as
a result of deep political, social, economic and cultural processes also has inefficient and
informal historical developments. Such deliberately created institutions have served as fuel
for internal and international conflicts, turning them into highly complex and sensitive
political problems that cannot be resolved.

When the Russians invaded Transcaucasia (1801-1828), these territories were
reorganized on the basis of new administrative divisions in the second half of the 19th
century. However, during the divisions, they didn't take into account the actual ethnographic,
historical, religious, and household characteristics of the local population. Basically, this
division was aimed at weakening one part of the population, especially in any administrative
unit, to the detriment of the other part of the Caucasus [14,5.12]. We can illustrate this as an
example: the Nakhchivan khanate with a purely Turkish population was merged into the
Irevan governorate by including the Armenian peasant population of Echmiadzin (Or
Uchmiadzin), Alexandropol and Yerevan districts [14, s. 12]. Their relations would be
completely severed,if a state border were drawn between the Azerbaijani Turks of the border
regions, who own vast estates beyond the old administrative borders (especially in the
Zagatala region along the Alazani River).Even the artificial climate change was contemplated
by the Russians in the change of administrative uniformity. With that, they would have a
negative impact on the population living in the plains.This would lead to a change in the
climate and agricultural conditions in these areas.It would also have a negative impact on the
population living on the plains. Because decisions would be made without considering the
interests of the autochthonous people [14, s. 13-14]. In drawing administrative boundaries
under Russian rule, irrigation systems, pastures, and various other conditions of local
agriculture and land ownership had to be considered along with basic ethnographic principles
after independence [14, s. 14].

Main part:The Gulustan and Turkmenchay treaties which concluded between Russia
and the Gajars marked the beginning of a new era in the history of Zangazur. “In 1861,
Zangazur governorate was established after the approval of the new structure project of the
administrative, judicial and territorial divisions of the South Caucasian province. On February
25, 1868, Yelizavetpol Governorate was created, consisting of Thilisi, Baku and Irevan
Governorates 137.22 sqg.m. Zangazur district, covering an area of 100,000 km, was included
in Yelizavetpol governorate”[1, s.119]. Nomadic cattle breeding, cocoon farming, agriculture,
crafts, horticulture, and carpet weaving occupied the main place in the household and
economic life of the Ghaza population. More than half a million (559 thousand 649 heads) of
the 3 million head of cattle kept in Yelizavetpol governorate belonged only to Zangazur
district. As for the social-class composition of the village population in Zangazur, Kamran
Asadov emphasizes that "261 bey families (1524 people) and 70 Armenian landlord families
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were registered in Muslim villages. The Armenian church has historically opposed the
fulfillment of Armenian political claims; 46 churches, including 25 Armenian and 25
Gregorian chapels, were in operation in Zangazur in the 1880s. In addition, there were four
secular village schools with a combined student body of 209...There were only forty pupils
from Azerbaijan. (ARDA, £.970)”[1, s. 120]. As Guliyeva claims,” in 1875, 491 Muslim
mosques and 21 schools were registered in Zangazur district, where 40 students studied. In
1876, the number of students reached 59 [12, s. 38].

According to N.N. Shavrov, "... Armenians in Yelizavetapol governorate and Iravan
were insignificant in number and did not matter at all until the war between the Khajar
monarchy and the Russian empire in 1826-1828" [11, s. 21]. In the population census of 1886,
it was determined that 53.3 percent of Zangazur district were Azerbaijanis, and 46.3 percent
were Armenians. “Azerbaijani Turks lived in 45.7% of Gaza's 326 villages, Kurds in 27.8%,
and Armenians in 24.8%. In the 1897 census, Zangazur had a population of 137,871 people.
63,622 of them, 46.1% were Armenians, 51.6% were Azerbaijanis, and 1.3% were Kurds™[1,
s. 120]. The next census was carried out in 1901. 67% of the 294,753 people of Zangazur
district in Yelizavetpol governorate were Muslims, 32.9% were Armenian-Gregorian, and
0.1% belonged to other religions™[1, s. 120]. The main point was that the Armenians put
forward the fantasy of the "revival” of the Kurds in the Zangazur district. However, "by the
words of Musa Urud, the Kurdish people were not able to establish a state. Kurds came in
Zangazur after the 17th century and settled in several villages of present-day Lachin, Gubadli
and Zangilan regions... Rather than establishing a state, Zangazur Kurds thought about
grazing their cattle and supporting their families. On the other hand, there was no political-
ideological, nor historical-geographical basis for the separation of the Kurds from Azerbaijan
[11, s. 43-44].

Based on the materials of 1894, it can be noted that "in the villages of Zangazur's
Karakilsa - present-day Sisian region, information is given about the population. There are
highlighted the names of many Azerbaijani villages, including the population, such as Sheki —
282 people, Kyzylchik - 150 people, Vagudi - 510 people, Agudi - 44 people, | Sofulu - 322
people, Markhuz - 56 people, Garrag-55 people, Saldash- 106 people, Karkyal-93 people,
Agbes- 261 people, 11 Sofulu- 520 people, Alishar- 185 people, Agbag- 67 people, Hajiami-
54 people, Balligaya-191 people, Karkas- 205 people, Charali- 153 people, Dastekerd- 546
people, Galacik - 87 people, Mazidli- 96 people, Amirgulu-66 people, | Jijimli-694 people, Il
Jijimli- 131 people, Grachali- 29 people [12, s. 39].

70 percent of the population living in the area were Azerbaijanis. This area stretched
from Mehri to Akara, to the mountains of Gapychig, Khusdub and Bargushat [5,5.10]. In
order to erase the people's ethnocultural heritage, the Armenians falsified and Armenianized
several historical sites after the Azerbaijanis were forcibly deported. Example of this policy is
the Veng Church, which was built by the daughter of the Albanian king Sanakari in 913. It
was located near the village of Shekherdzhik in the Gafan region. Other samples are the
historical monument in the village of Dovrus (Ejanin Valley), and several monuments in the
villages of Urud and Vagudi in the Sisian region [5, s. 10].The fact that monuments such as
the temples in Veng are also found in Karabakh, Ismayilli, Gakh, Balaken, and Sheki
indicates the formation of a historical and cultural layer [5, s. 22].

Azerbaijani Turkic toponyms were also being changed as part of the hateful strategy. A.
Alakbarli's "Ancient Turkic-Oguz Land Armenia”, A. Rustamli's "Turkic Origin of Place-
Place Names of Ancient Oguz Land Zangazur", 1. Bayramov's "Turkic Origin of Toponyms of
Western Azerbaijan”, V. Aliyev's "Our Remaining Trace in Zangazur" and other authors'
works show lists or toponyms proving the changing of place names of Turkic origin in the
Western Zangazur region.
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For example, the names of the villages listed below have changed as follows:

in Gorus district, Bayandur to VVaghatur, Muganchiq to Hadegzor, Koru to Dzorashen;

in Gafan district, Akhtakhana (Khladagh) to Chorasten, Kilsekand to Srashen, Pirmirza
to Katnarat;

in Mehri district, Pushgah to Aygudrov, Lok to Vartanadzor;

in Sisyan district, Marza to Bartsravan, Malik to Spardaryan, Urud to Vagudi [5, s.
14-15].

According to Ali Asker's book, "Russia attempted to expand its power in the region by
diminishing the influence of the Muslim population in the early 1800s after seizing power in
the territories under Azerbaijani control in the South Caucasus" [7, s. 42-43].What did this
signify? To reduce the demographic balance against the Muslims! The demographic decline
of the local peoples could, of course, lead to the gradual disappearance of the ethno-cultural
heritage. This process continued until the beginning of the 20th century. Thus, “as a result of
ethnic cleansing, the cultural heritage of tens of thousands of Azerbaijani families was
plundered and appropriated by the Armenians [13].This is demonstrated by the remains of
almost 900 historical and cultural monuments in the Western Zangazur administrative
settlements of Gafan, Mehri, Khot, Shinuair, and Alidara [13].

George Burnutyan, an Armenian historian, highlights that the first official census was
taken in 1897 and that demographic studies carried out in Russia and the South Caucasus
throughout the 19th century were negligible [3, s.47]. However, Ali Asker notes that the 1897
census cannot diminish the importance of previous censuses. The Armenian author does not
deny the fact that Armenians settled in the South Caucasus after the Turkmenchay Treaty.
That is, “the 1897 census included all Armenians who had arrived in the region before that
date and were alive” [3, s. 48]. In that year, “the South Caucasus consisted of six provinces
(governorates), of which Zangazur was part of the Yelizavetpol province. in this area, out of a
population of 878,415, 552,822 (60 percent) were Muslims. It is known that the number of
Azerbaijanis was greater” [3, s. 50-51]. In the same work, published in 2017, Bournoutian
claimed the numerical superiority of Christians by giving the total number of Georgians and
Armenians, and made arguments by separating Azerbaijanis from other Muslims such as
Kurds. This approach is obviously incorrect [3, s. 50-51].

As a result of research, it is known that dozens of epigraphic monuments existed in the
historical territories of Azerbaijan. One of them is the runic inscription depicted on Mount
Gargadashi near the village of Nuvedi in the Mehri region [4]. The people of Western
Zangazur have left behind a wealth of stories, folklore, and lyrical examples that have
persisted to this day. Aziz Alakbarli reminds that the Zangazur region is identical to the
Karabakh Turks in terms of customs and lifestyle. Regional features related to the
environment are observed in ceremonies and traditions, which are also indicators of Turkic-
Islamic culture [13].

An intriguing fact is that Western Zangazur's total area was 4505.5 km2 after 1920.
However, the reason for this territory being given to Armenia still remains a mystery as a
historical forbidden zone [5, s. 11]. The goal of many researchers has now become to study
the history, geography, and culture of Western Zangazur in detail with facts. As a result,
scholars believe that a more thorough study of this area is required, going beyond the writings
of Strabo, Orkhon Yenisei monuments, and Musa Kalankatli.

Conclusion
As a result, we must admit that the policy of the Russian Empire regarding the historical
territories of Azerbaijan, especially the Western Zangazur region, as well as the aggressive
policy of Armenia, has been successful. It can be concluded that the western part of Zangazur,
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whose autochthonous population once consisted of Turks, could not preserve its ethno-
cultural heritage as a result of various policies. As a result of massacres committed in the 20th
century, the Turkish-Muslim composition of the population changed. As a result of the
administrative changes and massacres, the population left their homelands, which led to the
loss of ethno-cultural characteristics. As a result of historical research, the fate and
ethnocultural heritage of the autochthonous people of Western Zangazur were revealed. The
crimes committed under the "Right of the Strong™ law led by the Russians led to the mass
extermination of the population of that region, causing historic losses.Today, researchers
pursuing our ethno-cultural heritage are witnesses to the destruction or concealment of
important documents. The customs, religion, language, culture of the autochthonous people of
Western Zangazur, their social and economic life should be investigated and proven with facts
from the point of view of the concept of lost lands and published in scientific journals in
different languages.

Therefore, we have to acknowledge that the aggressive approach of Armenia and the
Russian Empire's attitude towards the historical areas of Azerbaijan, particularly the Western
Zangazur region, have been successful. Important documents are either being destroyed or
hidden from scholars studying our ethno-cultural past. From the perspective of the idea of lost
lands, the customs, religion, language, culture, and social and economic life of the indigenous
people of Western Zangazur should be studied and supported by facts, and they should be
published in scientific publications in many languages.
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QORBI ZONGOZURUN TARIXI AVTOXTON SHALISI VO
ETNO-MODONI IRSININ MUASIR KONSEPSIYASI
XULASO

Acgar sézlar: Qarbi Zongozur, toponimlar, Zongazurun tiirk-miisolman ohalisi, avtoxton
xalqg, yerli shali, Zongazurun inzibati orazisi

Elmi todqiqat isinde miisllif Zongazurun, xiisusilo Qarbi Zongazur bolgasinin etno-
modoni tarixi taleyini aragdirararaq, adi ¢okilon bdlgonin irsinin mohv edilmoasi,
saxtalagdirilmas1 proseslorini elmi faktlarla {izo c¢ixarmisdir. Miiallif siibut elomayo
calismigdir ki, ohalinin zorla deportasiyasi, miixtalif tarixi abidslorin saxtalasdirilmasi tabii ki,
etno-modoni  yaddasin silinmasine Sabab olacaqdi. Terminoloji baximdan “aborigen”
anlayisindan mogsadli sokildo imtina edarok miiallif Azarbaycan tarixsiinasliginda, hamginin
beynalxalq akademik odabiyyatda tez-tez rast goalinon “avtoxton” terminini asas gotiirmiisdiir.
“Aborigen” deyil, “avtoxton” termini mohz Zongozur xalqmmn homin cografiyada togokkiil
tapmasini, azorbaycanlilarin etnogenez prosesindo ayrilmaz torkib hissasi olmasimi
vurgulamagq iiclin on dogru olaraq secilmisdir. Zoraki deportasiyalar, demoqrafik balansin
stini  sokildo doyisdirilmasi ilo avtoxton ohalinin etno-modoni yaddasma ciddi zarbs
vurulmusdur. Ona géra bu tadgiqatin magsadi Zongazur bélgasinin misli gériinmamis madani
irsinin  etno-madani  vo tarixi formalagmasmin itirilmasina sobab olan hadisalorin
formalagmasina vo inkisafina tohfo veran antropogen tosir amillorini vo onlarin naticalorini
miioyyan etmoakdir.

Elmi yeniliyi isa Zongozurun avtoxton shalisinin adatlorini, maisat, tosorriifat hayatini,
epigrafik abidalorini, toponimikalarin1 ¢oxsaxali monabalor asasinda tshlil edilmasindan
ibaratdir. Miallif XIX osr siyahiyaalinmalarina tonqidi yanasaraq azorbaycanlilarin say
Ustlinliiyliniin miixtalif statistik manipulyasiyalarla kolgodo saxlanildigi gostorir.Todgigatin
totbiginin mahiyyatino golinco, aldo edilon elmi naticalor- bolgonin tarixi-madani irsinin
beynalxalq elmi dovriyyays ¢ixarilmasi, homginin itirilmis torpaglar konsepsiyasi
corcivasindo yeni arasdirmalarin  aparilmasi istigamatindo konseptual yanasmalarin
formalagdirilmasi tigiin elmi baza yaradir.

56 ghumanitar@mail.ru


https://science.gov.az/az/news/open/23498
https://www.turkel-aq.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/A.Sepotyev.pdf
https://www.turkel-aq.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/A.Sepotyev.pdf

Qarbi Zangazurun tarixi avtoxton ahalisi va etno-madani irsinin miiasir konsepsiyasi

YK 935
bupooica Agean xwizer Batipamosa
bakunckuii I'ocyoapcmeennwiii Yuusepcumem

NCTOPUYECKOE ABTOXTOHHOE HACEJIEHME 3AITA/THOI'O 3AHI'E3YPA U
COBPEMEHHAA KOHIEITIMA EI'O 9THOKVYJIBTYPOHOI'O HACJIEAUA
PE3IOME

Kntouesvie cnoea: 3anagublii  3aHre3yp, TOINOHHUMBI, TYpPEIKO-MYCYJIbMaHCKOE
HaceleHue 3aHre3ypa, aBTOXTOHHBIMKA  HApOA, MECTHOE
HacelleHue, aIMUHUCTPATUBHAS TePPUTOpUs 3aHre3ypa

B uccnenoBartenbckoil paboTe aBTOp, M3ydas 3THOKYJIbTYPHO-HCTOPUUYECKYIO CYIbOY
3anre3ypa, 0COOEHHO 3amagHOro 3aHTre3ypa, Ha OCHOBE HAYYHBIX (PaKTOB BBISIBHJI IPOLIECCHI
pazpyuienus 1 GpanbcUPUKAIUN HACIEIUs YKa3aHHOTO PETHOHA. ABTOpP CTPEMIIICS T0KA3aTh,
YTO HACHJILCTBEHHAs JIEMIOPTALUsl HACEeNeHHUS M (albCUPUKAIMS PA3TUIHBIX HCTOPHUYECKUX
NaMSTHUKOB  HEM30E€KHO TMpPHUBEIM K CTUPAHUIO  OTHOKYJAbTYpHOW mamstu. B
TEPMHHOJIOTMYECKOM IUIaHE, HAMEPEHHO OTBEPrHYB IOHSTHE «abOpHUreH», aBTOp B3sUl 3a
OCHOBY TEPMHH «aBTOXTOH», YaCTO BCTpEUAIOLIUiics B a3epOaiikaHcKkoi uctopuorpaduu, a
TaK)ke B MEKIYHAapOJHOM HAydyHOM JjuTeparype. TepMHMH «aBTOXTOHHBIN», a HE
«a0OpUTeHHBbIN», OBLI BBIOpaH HauWOolee TOYHO, YTOOBI MOTYEPKHYTH TOT (HakT, dYTO
3aHTEe3ypCKUil  HapoJ CchOpPMHUpPOBAIICS B O3TOM reorpadUyeckod cpeie U SIBISUICS
HEOTHEMJIEMOM 4YacThIO Mpoliecca 3THOTeHe3a azepOailkaHieB. DTHOKYJIbTYpHas MaMsTh
ABTOXTOHHOI'O HaceJIeHHs Oblla CEPbE3HO IMOJOpPBaHA HACUJIBLCTBEHHBIMM JIEHOPTALUSAMU U
UCKYCCTBEHHBIMU H3MEHEHHMSIMH JeMorpaduueckoro Oamanca. Takum o00pa3oM, LeENbiO
JAHHOTO MCCIIEIOBAHUS SBIISETCS BBISIBICHUE aHTPOIOTCHHBIX (DAKTOPOB M MX MOCIEACTBUM,
KOTOpBIE CIOCOOCTBYIOT (DOPMHUPOBAHHMIO W PA3BUTUIO COOBITUH, NPHUBEIIIMX K yTpaTe
ATHOKYJIBTYPHOTO U UCTOPUYECKOI0 HACJIEIUs, MpeICTaBIsAoLero codoil 6ecrpeneaeHTHbIN
KYJIbTYPHBIN BKJIa/l pErHoHa 3aHre3yp.

Hay4nas HOBHM3Ha HCCIIEOBAaHUS 3aKJIIOYAeTCsl B aHalM3e OObIUaeB, IMOBCEIHEBHON
YKU3HU, IKOHOMUYECKON XKU3HU, AMUTPAPUUECKUX MaMSITHUKOB M TOMOHHMOB aBTOXTOHHOT'O
HaceJIeHUs1 3aHre3ypa Ha OCHOBE MEXIMCLUMIUIMHAPHBIX HMCTOYHUKOB. ABTOpP KPUTHYECKH
MOJIXOJIUT K TepenucsaM HaceneHus: XIX Beka M MOKa3bIBAET, YTO YUCIEHHOE MPEBOCXOICTBO
azepOaliKaHIIeB CKPBHIBAIIOCh PA3JIMYHBIMH  CTATUCTHUECKUMU MaHUMYISAIUAMH. YTo
KacaeTcsi CYIIHOCTHM TPUMEHEHHUS MCCIEeI0BaHus, IOIYYEHHbIE Hay4yHble pe3ylbTaThl
CO3JIal0T HAay4YHYI0 OCHOBY JUIsl ()OPMHUPOBAHMS KOHILENTYalIbHBIX MOAXOIO0B K BKJIHOUEHUIO
HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHOTO HACJEINs PETHOHa B MEK/YHAPOJHOE Hay4YHOE COOOIIECTBO, a TAKXKE
JUIsl IPOBENIEHUS] HOBBIX MCCJIEI0BAaHUI B paMKaxX KOHLEMIIMH YTPAYEHHBIX 36MEIIb.
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