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According to the information we have
obtained, from the end of November 2022 to July
2023, significant number of silver coins of the
Shaki Khanate were found scattered in the area of
an old residence (called Armudlu) near Aydinbulag
village of Shaki, one of the ancient cities of
Azerbaijan. We were able to obtain about 70 photos
of these coins from various sources on the internet.
On the other hand, since we saw only a part of the
said coins, we believe that the number of coins
found in the above-mentioned hoard was several
hundred pieces in total. On the other hand, in 2023,
some of these coins were reported to be sold to
foreign countries. In February 2023, we noticed that
a photo and data of one of these coins was posted
on the Zeno.ru — Oriental Coins Database [6,
#308127], but the well-known numismatist Stephen
Album on the abovementioned portal had difficulty
in expressing a clear opinion about this coin type,
and in his note asked for help in identification. So
this type of coin was not recorded in any catalogue
before. Further research revealed that an example of
this coin type was sold as recently as September
2021 at an auction led by Stephen Album [5,
41/634]. In the said auction, it was stated in the
description of the coin that a part of the verse of
Zand (“'shod aftab o mah zar o...") was recorded on
the coin, and for this reason, the coin was classified
as a subtype of C-type. S.Album has recorded this
coin type with the code "A-2048var." for his future
edition of checklist. In general, the fact that one
example of this coin type was sold at auction in the
USA as recently as 2021 suggests that the coins in
question were found in 2021 or earlier. Along with
these coins, D-type coins of the Shaki Khanate,
previously unknown to numismatics, with the
denomination of 2 abbasis and some coins struck in
other khanates were also found. One example of 2
abbasis denomination coins was known to us from
the same source since 2020. The mentioned once

again confirms that the said coins were not found in
November 2022, but a few years ago, in parts, most
probably, from the same place. During the research,
it became known to us that in 2009, a hoard of
similar coins was found in another region of
Azerbaijan and handed over to the National History
Museum of Azerbaijan. Unfortunately, the hoard in
guestion has not been involved in scientific research
or published yet.

It should be noted that the coin photos
presented in the article are not of the same visual
quality, as we obtained them from various sources
on the internet. Nevertheless, these coins are of
great importance from the point of view of scientific
research. Initially, we thought to include photos of
all coins known to us from the mentioned hoard in
the article, but later, due to the increasing number of
coin samples every day, we decided to highlight in
the article only photos of coin samples that show
the main differences.

Coins included in the study can be divided into
2 groups according to their type: M-type and D-type
coins.

M-type coins

On the obverse of the M-type coins studied for
the first time, there is an inscription in Persian ks
Gl ) 5 ame G US “nazmkar-e jahan sim wa zar
ast” (It is copper and silver that set the world in
order) in two lines. The last letter of the particle <!
"ast" is extended as kashidah. On the reverse, the
inscription s <= "duriba nukha" (struck in
Nukha/Nukhwi) is written in two lines. In the
inscription, the last letter of the word <«
"duriba™ was extended as a kashidah.

The dates of the coins placed in the space at the
bottom of the coin. The observed dates are 1210 and
1211 AH. Dates are sometimes marked inside a
cartouche with various ornaments, and sometimes
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without a cartouche. The sign indicating zero is
sometimes engraved among the previous digits.

The examined M-type coins can be divided
into 2 half-types: half-type | has the invocation
el "ya ‘aziz” in the blank part of the reverse
cartouche at 12 o’clock, while half-type Il does not
contain such as inscription. Some coins have the
symbol "1" on their reverse dies.

It should be noted that among the khanates that
existed in the South Caucasus in the second half of
the 18M century - the first quarter of the 19"
century, the inscriptions mentioned on the obverse
of the M-type coins were not found on the coins of
any other khanate. However, although we found
superficial information about the presence of the
same inscription on one of the coin types of Agha
Muhammad Shah Qajar during the mentioned
period, unfortunately, we did not find any
confirming coin examples either in the mentioned
source or in other open internet resources. It is
possible to assume that some example of M-type
coin was confused with the coin of Agha
Muhammad Shah Qajar. The reason for falling into
such a mistake, in our opinion, could be the
similarity of the spelling of the cities of Nukha (55
and Khoy s>, It is known that the evocation 2ess L
"ya Muhammad" was used on the coins of Agha
Muhammad Shah Qajar. However, on M-type
coins, the evocation =L "ya ‘aziz” was used.
Thus, we think that there is still no serious evidence
that the mentioned coin type is related to the coin
types of Agha Muhammad Shah Qajar. However, it
should be noted that in the mentioned period, Agha
Muhammad Shah Qajar marched to Azerbaijan, and
in the struggle for power in the Shaki Khanate;
Muhammad Hasan Khan used the troops of Agha
Muhammad Shah Qajar in a fierce battle against his
brother Salim Khan near the village of Goynuk [1,
p. 132].

In historical sources, it is mentioned that
Muhammad Hasan Khan was in power in Shaki in
1198-1210 AH, Salim Khan in 1210-1211 AH, and
Muhammad Hasan Khan again in 1211-1219 AH
[3, pp. 5-12]. Also, it is reported that Salim Khan
came to power in Jumada al-Awwal 1210 AH
(November-December 1795) and left power in Dhu
al-Qa'dah 1211 AH (April-May 1797) [1, p. 270].
Thus, it is clear that the said coins were struck
during the reigns of Muhammad Hasan Khan and
Salim Khan.

We can conditionally divide the M-type coins
studied into 2 groups according to their weight:
those weighing 3 grams or more, and those
weighing 2.78 grams or less. A smooth linear circle
is dominated at the obverse cartouche of coins with
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a weight of 3 g and more, and an eight-pointed star
ornament is engraved at the obverse cartouche of
coins with a weight of 2.78 g and less. Depending
on the minting technology, the coins were minted
on both circular and oval discs.

According to our observations, the average
weight of M-type coins is 3.14 g for sub-type 1
(based on the measurement of 16 coins) and 2.76 g
for sub-type 2 (based on the measurement of 5
coins).

It is possible to conclude that the mentioned
sub-types were struck with different weight
standards or in different denominations. As a result
of our observations, it was known that since 1205
AH, coins with the denomination of abbasi were
struck in the Shamakhi Khanate in the weight of 12
nukhuds/nokhuds (2.304 g). Since Shaki and
Shamakhi khanates are located in the same
economic and commercial zone, these values have
been the same in Shaki Khanate since 1207 AH. In
the years 1209-1211 AH, due to short-term
economic fluctuations, the weight of the abbasi
denomination coins decreased in the Shaki Khanate,
and according to our observations, this value
decreased to the weight of 10 nukhuds (1.92 g).
During the study, the average weight of 17 such
coins was 1.90 g. We believe that the weight
reduction observed in the abbasi denomination
coins struck in 1209-1211 AH of the Shaki Khanate
and of the Shamakhi Khanate in 1207-1210 AH
should not be considered an official change of the
weight standard. This should be viewed as a short-
term fluctuation in coin weights. In this regard, it
will be more correct to take 2.30 g of the weight
standard for 1 abbasi. In the Shaki Khanate in 1211
AH, not only 4 shahis (abbasi) denomination coins,
but also 5, 6 and 8 shahis denomination coins were
struck. The trend of decrease in coin weights up to 2
nukhuds weights was not observed in coins with
denominations of 5, 6 and 8 shahis. This decrease
was reflected only to coins with denominations of 4
shahis (abbasi). From this point of view, it is still
not possible to fully clarify why the weight standard
of abbasi denomination coins struck on the same
dates differs from coins struck in other
denominations. On the other hand, it could also be
related to coin grading (purity) issues (i.e., there is a
possibility that different grades were applied to
different denominations). The weight standard of
the studied coins could be 6 shahis for sub-type 1
coins and 5 shahis for sub-type 2 coins. So, in the
mentioned period, 1 abbasi was considered equal to
4 shahis and if abbasi theoretically amounted to
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2.304 grams, it is possible to assume that the
theoretical weight of sub-type 1 of M-type coins
was 3.456 grams, and sub-type 2 coins was 2.88
grams. Thus, the examined coins are distinguished
among the khanates existing in the South Caucasus
not only by the inscriptions on them, but also by
their denominations.

D-type coins

D-type coins of the Shaki Khanate are well
known to numismatics long ago. D-type coins were
struck in Ganja, Shamakhi (Shirvan), Shaki *,
Darband and Guba khanates. These coins were
initially struck in the Shamakhi Khanate in the early
80s of the 12™ century (in hijri calendar). On the
obverse of these coins, the evocation "ya saheb oz-
zaman" > g3l caba b is placed. It is known that
the coins with this evocation were struck in Isfahan
and Shiraz during the reign of Azad Khan from the
Hotaki Afghans (1163-1170 AH / 1750-1757 AD)
[see: 4, pp. 284-285, A-2733.1; 6, #92116].

D-type coins of the Shaki Khanate are struck
with the mint name either Shaki or Nukha.
Regarding whether the words Shaki 5% and Nukha
w2 written on the coins indicate the same or
different mints, we believe that two different mints
operated in the Shaki Khanate during the mentioned
period. The fact that some of the coins struck on the
same dates - in 1209 AH were struck with the word
Nukha, and the other with the word Shaki - also
strengthens our opinion. It is well known from
history that in 1772 (1185-1186 AH), the city of
Shaki was flooded as a result of the flooding of the
Kish River, and the population moved to the nearby
city of Nukha [2, p. 148]. Based on the coins
studied, the mint at Shaki was active at least from
1207-1209 AH, where silver coins were struck.
Although there is a wide variety of copper coins
struck at the Shaki Mint, since the date is not
marked on them, we cannot say exactly what years
these coins were struck, but we assume that the mint
in Shaki either ceased to operate when the mint in
Nukha started operating, or its activity was more

4 It is recorded in the coins with the mint name Nukha
and Shaki.

5 This expression, which means the O Master of Time,
refers to Hazrat Mahdi (as), the 12" Imam. According to
the Shi‘ite faith, Hazrat Mahdi (as) will be absent and
will appear shortly before the Day of Judgment. Sufi
sheikhs, on the other hand, say that anyone who wants to
reach his soul to Allah before the death, and who wants
to see the 12" Imam via the dhikr and salatul-hajat
(desire) from Allah, could definitely see Him.

limited (for example, only with the striking of
copper coins) continued. It is interesting that the
striking of silver coins at the Shaki mint continued
in 1241-1242 AH with the name of Fath "Ali Shah
Qajar, and these coins are considered to be the last
coins of the Azerbaijani khanates in the South
Caucasus. This suggests that the Shaki mint was not
completely abolished during active operating period
of the Nukha mint.

It is interesting that the striking of D-type coins
in the Shaki Khanate began in 1207 AH. 1207 AH
is also the date of the first known coins of the Shaki
Khanate. Thus, in the Shaki Khanate, D-type coins
were struck as a mint name of Shaki in 1207-1209
AH, and as a mint name of Nukha from 1209 AH.
Coins of Shaki Khanate struck in 1209 AH are
distinguished by a special floral design on the
obverse. These coins were struck in 1209-1211 AH.
It is interesting that on the reverse of these coins the
word &L "raij" is written instead of an evocation in
a special cartouche at 12 o'clock. Although this
word appeared before in the form of a countermark,
it is included in these coins as one of the main
inscriptions of the coin.

The next striking of D-type coins was carried
out in 1220s AH. In 1210-1212 AH, M-type coins
were also minted. It is also known that striking of
C-type coins (“shod aftab o mah zar o...") began in
Shaki Khanate in 1213 AH.

The reason why we include D-type coins in
this article is mainly related to the denominations of
these coins. Thus, some of the aforementioned coins
found in Aydinbulag were struck in the
denomination of 2 abbasis. It should be noted that
in the Shaki Khanate, the striking of coins with
denominations of 2 abbasis was not known to
numismatics before. As mentioned in Table 2, the
average weight of 2 abbasis-denominated coins
studied is 4.46 grams (on the based of measured 7
coins). Dates 1211 and 1212 AH written on the
studied coins. The date of some coins is not legible.
Thus, it is not excluded that these coins were struck
in 1210 AH. If the theoretical weight of 1 abbasi-
denominated coins was 2.304 g for the mentioned
period, then the theoretical weight of 2 abbasis
denominated coins should be 4.608 g. At the same
time, we are of the opinion that future scientific
research can further clarify points related to coin
denominations.

The discovery of a new type of coin struck in
the Shaki Khanate is important from the point of
view of studying the history of Azerbaijan,
numismatics, especially the economic life of the
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period of the Azerbaijani khanates. Also, the
circulation of heavy coins in the Shaki Khanate in
the mentioned period sheds light on the study of the
economic life of the khanate period from a different
perspective. Of course, as each new discovery
enriches the numismatics, it also brings to light
many unknown issues. We believe that an in-depth
study of the economic life of the Shaki Khanate is
possible only with a comprehensive approach to the
coin system of the khanate period. In this regard, we
hope that the coins studied in the article and our
analysis of the coins will help to conduct future
numismatic research.
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Xiilasa
Mustafa Sabanov
Saki Xanhginin bilinmayan M tipli giimiis sikkalari va agir¢okili nominallar

Magalado Soki Xanligina moxsus, bu giinadok elma malum olmayan sikks tipindon (M tipi) vo agir ¢o-
kili nominallardan boahs olunur. Tadgiq olunan M tipli sikkslorin oksar hissasinin Soki soharinin Aydmbulag
kondi orazisindon tapildig: bildirilir. Bu sikkalor tizorindo “nazmkar-i cahan sim va zor ast” (Diinyan1 nizam-
layan mis vo glimiisdiir) yazisi yer alib. S6ziigedan dofinade hamginin, Soki Xanliginin 2 abbasi nominalli
sikkalari vo D tipli sikkalorin bazi variantlari da ilk dofs agkar olunub vo mogalods todqiq edilib. Magalada
bu sikkalarin zarb yeri, tarixi, nazari ¢okilari, eloco do M va D tipli sikkalorin digar xiisusiyyatlori tohlil olu-
nub. Tadgiqg olunan sikkslorin asas fargliliklori oks etdiran niimunalorinin fotolar1 magaloys daxil edilib.

Acar sozlor: Saki Xanligi, dafina, sikka, 5 sahi, 6 sahi, 8 sahi (2 abbasi)

Pesrome
Mycrada llladanos
HeusBecTHble cepeOpsiHble MOHeTHI TUNIa M U KpynHble HOMHHAJBI [lleknHckoro xanerea

B cratbe peusb uaeT 0 HEM3BECTHOM JIO CETOMHAIIHETO JHS THUIIE MOHET (THUIT M) M KpYITHBIX HOMUHAIAX
[lexnnckoro xancTBa. CooOrraercs, yTo OOJbIIAas YaCTh U3YYCHHBIX MOHET THIa M ObLIa Haii/ieHa B cele
AtippiOynar ropoaa Lllexku. Ha 3Tux MoHeTax ecTh HaAIHUCh «HA3MKap-e odxcaxan cum 6a sap acmy (Menpb
U cepedpo MPUBOAAT MHUP B MOPSIIOK). MOHETHI HOMHHAIIOM 2 a00acy 1 HEKOTOPHIE BAPUAHTHI MOHET Trma D
[lexnHCKOTO XaHCTBA TaKXke ObLIH OOHAPY>KEHBI B TOM K€ KJIaJie BIIEPBbIC U UCCIIEJIOBAHbI B cTaThe. B cra-
ThE aHAIM3HUPYIOTCS MECTO YEKaHKH, J1aTa, TEOPETUUECKUN BEC 3TUX MOHET, a TaKKe JPyrue 0COOCHHOCTU
MoHeT Thna M u D. @oTtorpaduu uccieryeMbIx MOHET ITOKa3bIBAIOT OCHOBHBIE OTIMYHS TAKKE BKITFOUCHBI B
CTaThio.

Knrouegwie cnosa: lllexunckoe xancmeo, knao, monema, 5 wiaxu, 6 waxu, 8 waxu (2 abbacu)
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PHOTOS OF THE COINS
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