Social sciences, 2024, Nel

UOT 94(479.24)
https://doi.org/10.59849/2710-0820.2024.1.74

Nazila Mammadova

ON THE STUDY OF ISSUES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND
EDUCATION IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD IN AZERBAIJANI HISTOROLOGY
(9th-14th CENTURIES)

Keywords: Islam, culture, science, education, Azerbaijani historiography.

Introduction

Islamic culture, which is an important part
of world civilization, has always been in the
center of attention with its richness, syncreticity
and great influence. At the same time, the
history of Islamic culture remains one of the
most frequently addressed topics by researchers
conducting investigations in the social area.
The study of Islamic culture, especially the
medieval period of it, is primarily related to the
role it played in world history, as well as its
large-scale influence on the political, social and
cultural life of both the Muslim East and the
Christian West over the centuries. In its origin,
the Islamic culture, which carries the traces and
elements of the culture of many nations, was
one of the sources of European medieval and
Renaissance culture. Thanks to the unifying
social and cultural power of the Islamic
religion, the Islamic culture was able to unite
peoples who were different not only in ethnic
and racial terms, but also in terms of climatic
conditions, social and political traditions, and
created a great historical event - Islamic
civilization.

Azerbaijan, one of the ancient centers of
world civilization, has become a part of Islamic
culture since the mid of 7th century, and has
made great contributions to this culture for
centuries. In the 9th-11th centuries, in
Azerbaijan, which became the most important
center of Islam in the Caucasus after being part
of the Caliphate, local independent and semi-
independent states such as Sajis, Salaris,
Shirvanshahs, Ravvadis and Shaddadis
emerged and played a major role in the
protection and spread of Islam and Islamic
culture in the region. During the rule of the
Seljuk state, especially during the time of the
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Eldeniz, who were the ancestors of the Iraqi
Seljuks, Azerbaijan experienced a great
political and cultural renaissance, and made
great contributions to the development of
Turkic-Islamic culture in the Caucasus. In the
following period, Azerbaijan, as an integral part
of the Islamic world, experienced the next
stages of the development of science and
education, and gave great figures to the world
culture. With the emergence of the
Qaragoyunlu, Aghgoyunlu and Safavi states of
Azerbaijan, the Turkic-Islamic flank in the
Caucasus  became  stronger, and the
development of various directions of culture
continued.

1. Conditions and main directions of
studying the history of medieval Islamic
culture in Azerbaijani historiography

The main reason for the extensive study of
various issues on the history of Islamic culture,
including the history of the development of
science and knowledge in  Azerbaijani
historiography, is, of course, related to the fact
that Azerbaijan is a part of Islamic culture.
Another important factor in the study of the
mentioned issues is related to the richness of
Islamic culture and its great role in world
history. This culture, as we mentioned above,
has a phenomenal place not only in the history
of the East, but also in the history of the world
on the whole, and for the study of political,
economic and social history, it should be paid
attention to the general issues of Islamic
culture. From this viewpoint, various issues of
medieval Islamic culture have been the object
of research both in 20th century Soviet
historiography and in modern Azerbaijani
historiography, and fundamental studies based
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on medieval written sources, numismatic and
archaeological materials have emerged.

Research on the history of medieval
Islamic culture in Azerbaijani historiography
can be conventionally grouped as follows:

1. Summarizing works on the history of
medieval Islamic culture;

2. Works on the history of Muslim towns
and urban culture;

3. Works dedicated to the history of this or
that state;

4. Specifically, works on the history of
Islamic culture of Azerbaijan.

The first group of studies are mostly
generalizing works on the history of
Azerbaijan, including the multi-volume books
“History of Azerbaijan” written both during the
Soviet period and in the 30 years after the
restoration of state independence. In the
relevant volumes of these books, while
examining separate aspects of Azerbaijan
history, also is given ample space to the issues
of cultural development.

The second group of studies chose the
history of medieval Azerbaijani towns as the
subject, and they are mostly works written by
archaeologists. In these studies, the history of
the material culture of Azerbaijan is preferred,
and the main sources are the examples of
material culture samples obtained during the
archeological excavations.

The works related to the history of the
medieval states of Azerbaijan, including the
Sajis,  Salaris,  Shirvanshahs, Ravvadis,
Shaddadis, Seljuks, Eldeniz, and the period of
Mogul rule formed the third group, among
them, there are several works in which issues
related to the history of Azerbaijani culture of
the 9th-14th centuries are given a large space.

The fourth group of works were written
specifically on the history of Islamic culture of
Azerbaijan. Although not many in number,
these works written based on both written
sources and archaeological materials have a
fundamental characteristic. Although more
issues of Azerbaijani culture were investigated
in those works, due to the fact that Azerbaijan
is a part of the Islamic world, general issues of
Islamic culture are also included. We consider
it appropriate to note that some of these works

were written not by historians, but by art critics
and philosophers.

2. Issues of Islamic culture in Azerbaijan
Soviet historiography

The Islamic history and culture of the 9th-
14th centuries were given enough space in the
Soviet-era studies of Azerbaijani
historiography, and since it is impossible to
give an overview of these studies within the
framework of one article, we will try to review
only monographs.

First of all, it should be noted that the 9th-
14th centuries constitute an important stage not
only in the history of Islam in general, but also
in the history of Azerbaijan in particular. Since
the history of this stage is rich not only with
military and political events, but also with
elements of cultural development, it is
necessary to investigate it by medievalists.
Thus, Z.M.Bunyadov, M.Kh.Sharifli, who
researched the history of the semi-independent
and independent states that emerged with the
weakening of the Caliphate, A.A.Alizadeh,
S.B.Ashurbeyli, R.A.Huseynov, S.M.Onullahi,
V.Z. Piriyev who chose the military and
political history of the Seljuk and Mogul
periods as the subject, researched the issues of
development of culture as well.

Z.M.Bunyadov’s fundamental monograph
“Azerbaijjan in the 7th-9th centuries” covers
issues such as the Arab conquests in the
Caucasus, the Caliphate-Caspian wars, the
administrative and land policy of the Caliphate
in Azerbaijan, the Babek movement, the
political situation on the eve of the weakening
of the Caliphate, but the process of
Azerbaijan’s entry into the Islamic geography,
the spread of the Islamic religion, and the
ethnic processes in the region have also been
extensively investigated (4). Then, in the
academician’s monograph “Azerbaijani State of
the Atabeys” priority was given to the political
history of Azerbaijan on the eve of the Seljuk
conquests and during the Seljuk rule, but a
separate section was devoted to urban life and
culture in the country during the Eldeniz epoch,
and specific issues such as the activity of
madrasahs and the development directions of
craftsmanship were also covered ( 3).
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Separate issues of the history of the local
states that emerged in Azerbaijan during the
weakening of the Caliphate were extensively
investigated by M.Kh.Sharifli, and the process
of the development of Azerbaijani culture in the
9th-11th centuries was also touched upon (27).
Although the works of famous historians such
as R. A. Huseynov, who researched the Seljuk
period, A. A. Alizadeh, who conducted
research on the Mogul period, and V.Z.Piriyev,
give preference to issues of military-political
and economic history, the peculiarities of the
cultural development of Azerbaijan in this
period, the development of Islamic culture and
its role has also been investigated (38; 34; 26).
S.M.Onullahi’s monographs and articles
devoted to the history of the city of Tabriz also
studied some problems of Islamic culture (24-
25). M.H.Heydarov’s monograph dedicated to
the craft and trade life of Azerbaijani towns
(36) examines the path of historical
development of the Azerbaijani towns during
the 13th-17th centuries, the peculiarities of the
craft, as well as the trade life.

It should be noted that these studies, which
we mentioned above, had a wide base of source
studies, and the materials from medieval Arabic
and Persian sources were compared with
archaeological and numismatic materials. A
great number of studies were written by
Azerbaijani archaeologists during the Soviet
period, and the history of the 9th-14th centuries
culture was revived on the basis of the
archaeological materials obtained to study the
Islamic culture of Azerbaijan. Among them,
can be noted the researches of archaeologists
such as I.M.Jafarzadeh, |.A.Babayev,
G.M.Ahmadov, R.B.Goyushov and
A.B.Nuriyev (for more details, see: 23).

There are specific studies on separate
issues of the 9th-14th centuries Islamic culture
during the Soviet period, a great number of
which were written by philosophers and art
critics. First of all, H.Huseynov’s name should
be mentioned among them. As noted by
Kh.S.Gasimov, one of the prominent
researchers of Azerbaijan’s cultural history,
“the first initiative in researching cultural
problems in Azerbaijan belongs to Heydar
Huseynov” (14, p. 48). Research in this
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direction continued until the late 1980s,
fundamental works were written either on the
activities of individual philosophers or on the
history of the development of Islamic
philosophy in Azerbaijan on the whole (21-22).
In these years, a great number of studies were
written on the history of medieval decorative
and applied and miniature art, architectural
history of Azerbaijan (8; 17; 35; 39; 41).

Summarizing the issue of the study of the
Islamic culture history in the historiography of
Soviet period Azerbaijan, we would like to
emphasize the following points: firstly, in this
period, the history of medieval culture of
Azerbaijan was studied rather than the Islamic
culture in Azerbaijani historiography, , while
the general issues of Islamic culture remained
in the monopoly of Russian historians.
Secondly, the individual issues of the medieval
culture of Azerbaijan were investigated by the
Soviet researchers not as a part of the Islamic
culture, but rather as a separate culture, and
were overshadowed due to the values,
ideological  limitations and  one-sided
methodology added by the Islamic religion to
the culture of Azerbaijan. At the same time, we
should note that it was in the historiography of
the Soviet era that the directions and different
currents in the field of research of medieval
Azerbaijani culture emerged. The services of
Azerbaijani Soviet historians and
archaeologists are great, especially in the
direction of studying medieval urban culture. In
the following years, more detailed and complex
works of Azerbaijani researchers were written
on the basis of these fundamental studies, and
the place and role of Azerbaijan in the Islamic
culture were evaluated.

3. The level of studying of Muslim
science and culture in modern Azerbaijani
historiography

After the restoration of Azerbaijan’s state
independence, the great changes experienced in
the historiography of the Motherland, including
the consideration of the study of Azerbaijan
history as one of the important priorities of the
state policy, the revision of many conceptual
issues of our national history, the
transformation ~ of  the ideology  of
Azerbaijaniism into the main line of historical
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research, of course, paved the way to positive
changes in the direction of the study of cultural
history. The history, development stages and
characteristics of the medieval culture of
Azerbaijan, the life and activities of Muslim
scholars and artists began to be studied as a part
of the great Islamic culture. The Great Leader
Heydar Aliyev’s Address entitled “Azerbaijan
at the crossroads of the 21st century and the
Third Millennium” became the “Revival
concept of the Azerbaijan history” for
Azerbaijani  historians, and within the
framework of this concept, an objective and
comprehensive investigation of medieval
history, including the history of Islamic culture,
began in the historiography of the Motherland
(23, p. .98-99).

In this direction, we can conditionally
group the studies conducted in the last 30 years
as follows: 1. Studies on the history of
medieval culture of Azerbaijan. 2. Studies on
medieval history of Azerbaijani cities, which
are an integral part of Islamic culture. 3.
Studies on the history of all-Islamic culture.

Among the first group of studies, we
should first mention the works of
Kh.S.Gasimov, because the historical issues of
medieval Azerbaijani culture were first
comprehensively investigated in  modern
Azerbaijani  historiography. The author’s
monographs “Azerbaijani culture (16th-17th
centuries)” and ‘“Azerbaijani culture in the
Middle Ages”, as well as a great number of
articles on the subject, that describe the origin,
nature, essence of Islamic culture, the main
directions of Azerbaijani culture, the socio-
political and economic development of the
Middle Ages, that studied the influence of
social and political conditions and economic
life of the Middle Ages on cultural processes,
(14) is important for the investigation of the
history of medieval Azerbaijan, as well as the
history of Islamic culture in general.

We consider it important to mention
N.Aliyeva among our prominent researchers
whose research are directly devoted to the
historical issues of the Islamic culture of
Azerbaijan. Her monographs “Islamic Culture
in Azerbaijan (7th-13th centuries)”, “Scientific
relations and educational activities of

Azerbaijani scientists in the Middle Ages”(9-
10) are the result of the scientist’s many years
of research and are based on extensive factual
materials of Islamic sources. Both monographs
are among the fundamental works of
Azerbaijani historiography. In this direction,
the monographs of M.Seyidbeyli “Scientific
and cultural life of Azerbaijan in the first half
of the 13th century - beginning of the 14th
century” (42), E.Guliyev’s “Science and culture
in Azerbaijan in the 13th-14th centuries” (16)
as well as B.Guliyev’s “History of Science and
Culture of thel3th-15th centuries Azerbaijan”
(15) should be specially mentioned. In the work
of the first author, research was conducted
based on the materials of Persian-language
sources, and in the second, the history of
Azerbaijani culture of the 13th-15th centuries
was studied with reference to extensive factual
material. All three works are included in the
above-mentioned first group - studies on the
history of medieval culture of Azerbaijan.

Among the first group of works, we found
it appropriate to mention Academician
Y.M.Mahmudov’s monograph “History of
Azerbaijan. Early Renaissance” (18). Although
the work, which was first published in 1996,
generally illuminates individual issues of
Azerbaijan history in the 9th-12th centuries, it
also deals extensively with cultural issues. It
should be noted that among Azerbaijani
historians, Renaissance issues were also the
subject of research during the Soviet period, but
for the first time Acad. Yagub Mahmudov
called this period not the “Renaissance period”
of Azerbaijani culture, but the “Early
Renaissance period”. With this, in fact, the
principal proposition that the Renaissance in
Azerbaijani culture continued in the following
centuries was put forward. The issues of
medieval Muslim renaissance have been
studied by other authors in modern Azerbaijani
historiography, and different viewpoints on the
subject have been put forward (11; 13; 6).

The life and activities of individual
representatives of medieval Muslim culture
were also examined in other works of Acad.
Y.M.Mahmudov, and the place and role of
Azerbaijan in the Islamic culture was
determined. Among them, the academician’s
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works “Travelers, discoveries, Azerbaijan” and
“Travelers come to Azerbaijan” can be
specially mentioned (19-20). Along with these
works, which include the lives and activities of
prominent representatives of science and
culture of the Islamic world, Sh.S.Sharifov’s
article entitled “Azerbaijani scholars who lived
during the Early Caliphate (7th-10th centuries)”
can be specially mentioned (30). The life of
scholars such as al-Azerbaijani, al-Barzai, al-
Tiflisi, al-Bardici, al-Varsani, al-Derbendi, al-
Dabili, al-Zanjani, whose activities have not
been widely studied in historiography, is
studied in the article. The issues of Islamic
culture have taken a significant place in the
researches dedicated to the medieval towns of
Azerbaijan, these towns have been studied not
only as social and economic structures, but also
as cultural ones (5; 7; 28-29; 40).

As for the researches on the third group,
i.e. the history of all-Islamic culture, the works
in this direction in modern Azerbaijani
historiography are still a minority and are not
directly devoted to cultural issues, but
generalizing in nature. Among them, textbooks
on the history of Azerbaijan, the history of
Turkey, the history of Asian and African
countries, and the history of the Near and
Middle East can be mentioned. Since these
works are more educational supplies, taking
into account the scope of the article, we
considered it appropriate not to give a review.

Conclusion

The 9th-14th centuries are regarded as the
period of advancement of science and culture in
the Islamic world. The spread of the Islamic
religion, the formation of the Islamic
civilization covering three continents and the
peoples living on these continents, the
emergence and rise of powerful Muslim states
such as the Caliphate and then the Seljuk
Empire, determined the irreplaceable place of
Islamic culture in world culture. Although there
were obstacles to the development of science
and education in the Islamic world, which
experienced great military and political
upheavals during the Crusades and Mogul
invasions, Islamic culture did not lose its role as
the world’s leading culture. In this regard, the
study of the history of Islamic culture in the
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mentioned chronological framework remains
one of the actual issues and forms one of the
research directions of Azerbaijani
historiography.

A brief overview of the research reviewed
in the article shows that the study of medieval
Islamic culture in Azerbaijani historiography
began in the 30s of the last century, and
fundamental research was conducted on
individual components of this culture. Those
studies played a fundamental role for the study
of the history of Islamic culture in modern
Azerbaijani historiography. The analysis of a
part of the work that we reviewed shows that
although Azerbaijani historiography has passed
a long way in the direction of the study of
medieval Islamic culture, the vast majority of
studies have been devoted to the history of
medieval Azerbaijani culture, and many issues
of the history of Islamic culture are still waiting
for their researchers.
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Xiilasa
Nazilo Mammoadova

Islam diinyasinda elm vo maarifin inkisafi mosalolorinin azarbaycan
tarixsiinashginda 6yranilmasina dair (IX-X1V asrlar)

Azorbaycan tarixslinasliginda miisslman madoniyystinin, o ciimlodon elm vo maarifin inkisai
moasalolori 6nomli istigamotlorden birini toskil edir. Istor sovet, istorso do dévlot miistaqilliyinin
barpasindan sonraki dévrds Azorbaycan tarixgilori torafindon orta osr Azarbaycan modaniyyatinin
oyranilmasi istigamatinds iri miqyash todgigatlar aparilmis, Azerbaycanin imummiisalman mado-
niyyatindoki yeri va rolu miioyyon edilmisdir.

Azorbaycan tarixsiinashginda orta asr islam modoniyyatinin tarixi iizra todqgigatlar: sorti olaraq
orta osr Islam madoniyyatinin tarixi iizro iimumilosdirici esorlor, miisalman sohorlorin va sohar mo-
doniyyatinin tarixi tizro asarlor, bu vo ya digar dovlatin tarixino hasr edilmis osarlor vo konkret ola-
raq Azarbaycan Islam madoniyyatinin tarixi {izro asarlor olaraq gruplasdirmagq olar. Bu todgigatlarin
igorisinda konkret olaraq Islam diinyasinda elm vo maarifin inkisafi mosalolorina hosr olunmus asor-
lor do vardir.

Acar sozlor: Islam, madoniyyat, elm, maarif, Azorbaycan tarixsiinashg.

Pe3rome
Hasznasa MamenoBa

K n3y4enuio B azep0aiiizkaHCKO# HcTOpHOrpaduu BONPOCOB HCTOPHH
MycyJabMaHckoil Hayku u npocsemtenus (1X-XI1V BB.)

Bonpocs! pa3BuTHs MycCyJlbMaHCKOW KyJbTYphl, B TOM YHCJI€ HAYKH U O0Opa3OBaHUs, COCTAB-
JSIIOT OJIHO M3 Ba)XKHBIX HarpaBlieHUH azepOaiikaHckoit ucropuorpapuu. Kak B coBeTckuit nepu-
0Jl, TaK ¥ B MEPUOJI IOCJI€ BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS TOCYJapCTBEHHON HE3aBUCUMOCTH a3zepOaiyKaHCKUMU
UCTOpPUKAMHU OBUIH MPOBEAECHBI MAaCIITAaOHbIE UCCIIEJOBAHNUS B HAPABICHUHU U3yUCHUS CPETHEBEKO-
BOW a3epOail/PKaHCKOW KyJIbTYphI, OTMIPeIeJIeHbl 0BT MECTO W poiib A3epOaikaHa B 00IIe My-
CYJIbMaHCKOM KyJIbTYpE.

HccnenoBanus o UCTOPUN CPETHEBEKOBOM MCIaMCKOM KYJIBTYphI B a3epOailikaHCKOM HCTO-
puorpadui MOXHO YCIOBHO CIpYIIIIUPOBATh B 00IIMe pabOThI 0 HCTOPUH CPEAHEBEKOBOM HCIaM-
CKOH KyJIbTYpbl, pabOThl IO UCTOPUHU MYCYJIbMAHCKUX T'OPOJOB M TOPOJCKOM KyNIbTYphl, paboThI,
MIOCBSIIIEHHBIE HICTOPUH TOTO WJIM UHOTO TOCYapCTBa, U KOHKPETHO TPY/bI 110 UCTOPUH HCIAMCKON
KyJIbTypbl A3epOaiimkana. Cpeu 3TUX MCCIIEIOBAHUN €CTh M Pa0OThI, CTICIIMAIBHO TTOCBSIIICHHBIC
BOIIPOCAM Pa3BUTHUS HAYKHU U 3HAHUU B UCIAMCKOM MUDE.

Knroueswvie cnosa: Vcnam, kynemypa, Hayka, npoceeujerue, azepoanio’canckas ucmopuozpa-

Qus.
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