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The village of Anig is located southwest of
the Gusar district center of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, on the right bank of the Gusar Riv-
er, at the northeastern foot of the Greater Cau-
casus Side range, on the left side of the Gusar-

Shahdag Olympic Sports Complex road, at an
altitude of 1100 m above sea level (Fig. 1). Ge-
ographical coordinates of Anig (Enykh): 41° 34!
68.26" N -48°22'51. 76"E E [2, 5. 1; 3, 5.43-44].

Figure 1. Image of Anig village on the map of Azerbaijan in Google Earth program

A number of monuments have been pre-
served at different levels in the village of
Enykh. I would like to note that no archaeolog-
ical research was conducted in Enykh. In the
60s of the last century, archaeologist J.Khalilov
gave brief information about the Enykh fortress
[1, s. 93-94; 4]. In 2018, for the first time, the
Guba-Khachmaz archaeological expedition of
the Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
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of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Scienc-
es conducted exploratory research in Enykh.
Our research had several directions. The first
stage consisted of archaeological excavations in
the Enykh fortress [2, s. 1-2; 3, s. 43-44]. In the
second stage, it consisted of inspecting the sur-
rounding areas and conducting preliminary re-
search in the monuments belonging to the Mid-
dle Ages [2,s. 1-2].
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It should be noted that Anig village is
strategically located in a very favorable area.
Therefore, it is no coincidence that the natural
defenses were skillfully used when the fortress
was built here. The ancient fortress did not oc-
cupy the entire area of the modern village, but
only the southwestern part.

In general, this area resembles a peninsula
surrounded by the Gusar River and its tributar-
ies from the east, west and north. The area is
bordered by mountains in the south. Once, it
was possible to cross the Gusar River to the ar-
ea where the fortress is located, and exit from
the northwestern slope of the hill where the vil-
lage is [2, s.1-10]. On the other sides, the rocks
and cliffs that emerged by the fast-flowing wa-
ters of the Gusar River and its tributaries, as
well as the mountains and ravines surrounding
it, increased its defense capacity for many
times.

The Anig fortress is located in the central
part of the village. The fortress does not occupy
the entire area, which is naturally so strongly

defensible, but only a part of it [2, s.1-10]. The
main gate of the fortress opens to the north, to
the area where the village cemetery is located.
A magnificent fortress wall was built in that
area for defensive purposes. On the other sides,
as we have mentioned, it was protected by natu-
ral barriers. Most of the fortress wall was later
destroyed in connection with the construction
of the village, and its stones were used as build-
ing material (Fig. 2).

Currently, two fragments of the fortress
wall have been preserved in the village. The
small fragment (Fig. 3) has not been studied
archaeologically yet. The preserved height of
the fortress walls is 9.3 m from the highest
point and 5.8 m from the lowest point. Its width
is 1.9-2 m from the main part, and 5.8 m from
the door side (Fig. 2) [1, s. 94; 2, s. 1-12].

I would like to note that the archaeologist
J.Khalilov localized the Abkhazian city men-
tioned in written sources, but not confirmed
from an archaeological viewpoint, in the Enykh
fortress [1, s. 96].

Figure 2. General view of the Anig (Enykh) fortress.

The main goal of the archaeological re-
search conducted in the Enykh (Anig) fortress
during the 2018 field research season was to
define the period when this defensive structure
was built [3, s. 43-44]. The exploration excava-
tion area set up in front of the large fragment of
the Anig fortress (Fig.2) was excavated to a
depth of 2 m, from where samples of glazed
and unglazed pottery were discovered and tak-

en taken [2, s.1-2; 3, s. 43-44]. However, it was
not possible to achieve the main goal, namely
to discover the foundation of the fortification,
due to objective reasons. According to the re-
ceived information, when the village culture
house was built next to this part of the fortress,
the area of our excavation site was destroyed
[2, s.2-3].
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Figure 3. Images of a small fragment of the Anig (Enykh) fortress.

Among the ceramic samples discovered in
the excavation site, the discovery of a copy
from the early Middle Ages (inv. No. 21, photo
65) leads to the formation of new ideas in the
investigation of the history of Enykh fortress
[2, s. 4-10]. Thus, the discovery of a grave
monument from the early Middle Ages during
the research conducted around the fortress, also
gives reason to come to such a conclusion.
However, the fact that the foundation of the rel-
evant period has not been uncovered yet it does
not give us reason to make a definite opinion
about it. That piece of pottery can also testify to
the revival of life at the fortress site since the
early Middle Ages [3, s. 43-44]. The date of the
destruction of the Enykh fortress is very pre-
cisely determined based on the comparative
analysis of the Georgian chronicle of the 14th
century and Fazlullah Rashiduddin’s work
“Jami® al-Tawarikh ('Compendium of Chroni-
cles', also “Universal History”)” (completed in
1310/11). It was known that this event took
place in May 1288 [2, s .93-95].

As a result of research conducted around the
Enykh fortress, a unique kurgan monument was
recorded. The uniqueness of this kurgan is its
magnificent appearance. The kurgan was dis-
covered at the very edge of the steep Pachu rock,
which is approximately 50-60 m high. When
standing below the rock, the kurgan appears as a
whole, complete landscape, as if it were a con-
tinuation of the rock. This was the purpose of
erecting the kurgan on the rock [2, s. 1-4].
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When reviewing the medieval monuments
located in the village of Anig, I would like to
note a few interesting points. According to the
initial conclusion, the buildings with square
walls and conical roofs located around the old
graves in the village of Anig are noteworthy
(Fig. 4). These pirs have small windows and
very small entrances in their walls. They are
distinguished from each other by different
names. For example, the name of the Dervish
Baba pir can perhaps be interpreted as an indi-
cation that such pirs were built by alien people.
The ideas about the purpose for which they
were built can be resolved during future re-
search [2, s. 1-6].

An interesting find was discovered in the
ancient cemetery of Enykh. On one of the
tombstones recorded here, two crosses were
inscribed side by side and Arabic writing was
inscribed below the crosses. Besides, another
tombstone with three crosses inscribed side by
side was discovered. According to the infor-
mation received, in ancient times along with
Muslims also Christians lived in the village of
Enykh. The depiction of a cross sign on a
bronze ring-seal previously found in an early
medieval tomb monument also confirms the
afore-said [2, s. 1-6]. Those Christians later
converted to Islam. So far, no such monument
has been found in the territory of Azerbaijan.
This monument is of exceptional importance in
studying the problems of Azerbaijani multicul-
turalism.
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Figure 4. Conical shaped buildings

Ceramic or pottery ware

During archaeological excavations around
the fortress, ceramic fragments were discov-
ered. Ceramic ware mainly consists of two
parts - unglazed and glazed.

Statistical analysis of unglazed ceramics
shows that there are many kitchen and table-
ware and chronologically covers the 9th-13th
centuries. Unglazed ceramics are mainly repre-
sented by body parts, heel and handle frag-
ments. Among them, a fragment of the handle
of an unglazed pottery vessel is noteworthy
(Fig. 5: 8).

The color of the clay is dark brown, almost
black. The composition is pure, well-fired. The
handle is flat, ribbon-like. Such handles are typ-
ical of the Shirvan ceramic school. The thick-
ness of the handle is 0.8 cm, the width is 2.1
cm. A fragment of the handle of an unglazed
pottery vessel (Fig. 5:13). The color of the clay
is light brown. The composition is pure, well-
fired [2, s. 7-12]. There are fingerprints on it.
The handle is ribbon-like. The thickness of the
handle is 1.1 cm, the width is 3 cm.

A fragment of the second unglazed pottery
vessel is of pure composition. The color of the
clay is light brown, well-fired. The mouth is
folded outwards (Fig. 5: 9). The height of the
folded part of that mouth is 1 cm, the width is
1.3 cm, and the wall thickness is 0.6 -0.7 cm [2,
s. 7-12].

Glazed pottery fragments are mainly repre-
sented by tableware: mouth, body parts, han-
dles. Body parts are distinguished by several
fragments. For example, they are mainly brown
in color. Glazed ceramics are mainly glazed with
white angon, yellow, green glaze. Many of the
patterns consist of floral and geometric images
(Fig. 5: 1, 2, 3). Intact vessels were almost never
discovered during excavations, mainly small
samples were found. Glazed ceramics are mainly
of pure composition, well-fired, the color of the
clay is brown [2, s. 7-12]. They were formed on
a potter’s wheel. Brown glaze was first applied
to it, and then it was patterned with white-
yellowish glaze. The patterns are of a floral na-
ture. However, since the pieces are small, it is
impossible to fully follow the pattern (Fig. 5: 1,
2, 3). Some of them have a brown glaze on their
upper surface, followed by a pattern composition
of three lines resembling the rays of the sun, ra-
diating from a point. The rays are marked with
white-yellowish glaze (Fig. 5: 1) [2, s. 7-12].
The thickness of the wall is 0.5-0.7 cm. The
fragments differ from each other. The upper sur-
face of some pieces is covered with dark brown
glaze that turns black. On the surface of it, a pat-
tern consisting of a line and a dot is painted with
yellow-white glaze. After that, the upper surface
of the vessel, as seen from the fragment, is cov-
ered with transparent glaze. The thickness of the
wallis 0.4 cm [2, s. 7-12].
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Figure 5. Enikh. Ceramic product. Scale varies.

One of the exemplary pieces is a glazed
pottery vessel. Its clay is brown in color. Its
composition is pure (Fig. 5) [2, s. 7-12]. This
piece has a different feature from the others. On
one side of the pottery vessel fragment, the re-
mains of a pattern drawn with white-yellowish
glaze are observed, but the background of this
pattern consists of the natural color of the pot-
tery and is not covered with transparent glaze.
On the other side, brown glaze was first drawn,
and a pattern was depicted on it with yellow-
whitish glaze. As can be seen, the pattern is
drawn as a decoration resembling a net consist-
ing of rhombic elements. After all the work was
completed, this surface of the vessel was cov-
ered with transparent glaze (Fig. 5: 3). The wall
thickness is 0.5-0.6 cm, the width of the pattern
line is 0.2 cm, and the length of one side of the
rhombus is 1.5 cm [2, s. 7-12].

There are also fragments distinguished by
patterns. For example, a piece of glazed pottery
(Fig. 5). On its upper surface, brown glaze is
observed, and above it, a trace of a certain or-
namentation, marked with light-colored glaze,
is observed. This side of the vessel is covered
with transparent glaze. The thickness of its wall
is 0.4 cm [2,s. 7-12].
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Among the finds is a fragment of a small
handle of a glazed pottery vessel (Fig. 5: 4).
The color of the clay is brown. It contains a
small amount of impurities. The handle of the
glazed vessel has a ribbon-like shape. Its cross-
section is oval. The top and bottom of the han-
dle are covered with brown glaze. There is a
narrow, not very deep groove on it. Besides,
traces of a not very clear, pattern-like image
drawn with white-yellowish glaze are observed.
The thickness of the handle is 0.9 cm, the width
of the handle is 1.3 cm [2, s. 7-12].

A fragment of the seat of a glazed pottery
vessel (Fig. 5: 6). The color of the clay is
brown. The composition is pure. It was thrown
on a potter’s wheel, well-fired. Unlike the pre-
vious fragments, the vessel is covered with tur-
quoise glaze, on which are traced plant images
covered with black glaze (Fig. 5: 6).

A fragment of the mouth and body of a
glazed monochrome vessel is also noteworthy.
The monochrome ceramics are glazed with
green glaze. Such monochrome vessels are con-
sistent with the Shirvan ceramic school.

The conclusion

Initial research conducted in Enykh has led
to the emergence of a new idea that the Enykh
fortress was built in the early Middle Ages. The
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fact that the village was active in the early
Middle Ages is evident from the early medieval
grave monuments and ceramic products.

In the future, extensive research around the
Enykh village and the fortress will reveal inter-
esting scientific facts that will allow us to study
in detail both the history of the foundation of
the village and the exact period when the for-
tress was built.
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Xiilasa
Elmira Caforova
Enixda arxeoloji tadqiqatlar

Maqalads Enixdaki arxeoloji abidalorin 6yronilmasing baxilir. Malumdur ki, tadqiq olunan ora-
zi orta osrlor dovriindo Sirvansahlar dovlstinin torkibinds olmusdur. Sirvansahlarin siyasoti dovlatin
miidafia qiidratini giiclondirmays va ¢coxkonfessianalliq ananaslarins riayat etmoays yonalmisdi. Enix
qalas1 IX-XIV osrlordo foaliyyot gostormisdir. Qalanin erkon tarixine dair yeni molumatlar oldo
edilmisdir. Ik dofo olaraq qala otrafindaki ¢ox maraqli qobirler tadqiq edilmisdir. Forgli olaraq qo-
bir daslardan birinin {izorinde hom arab qrafikasi ilo yazilmis yazi ham do bir xag tosviri vardi. Bu,
tadqiq olunan dovr liclin xarakterik olan miisslman va xristian dinlorinin niimayandslorinin birgo
yasayisinin gostaricisidir.

Daha erkon dovrs aid abidolorin Enixda qeyds alinmasi arxeoloji qazintilarin davam etdirilmasi
va tadqiq olunan obyektlorin xronologiyasinin aydinlasdirilmasi {i¢iin yeni imkanlar agmaga imkan
verir.

Acgar sozlar: Azarbaycan, Qusar rayonu, Enix, tadqiqatlar, arxeoloji qazintilar, miidafia tikilisi

Pe3ome
dubmupa I:xxagaposa
ApxeoJiorH4YecKHe UCCIeI0BAHNS B JHbIXE
PaccmaTtpuBaroTcs McclneoBaHUs apXeoJOTMUecKuX OOBEKTOB B JHbIxe. Kak M3BECTHO, HC-

cieayemMas TEpPUTOPHS B CPEIHEBEKOBBIN MEPUO BXOUIa B cocTaB rocyaapctsa lllupBaniiaxos.
OpnHOro U3 CHIIBHBIX TOCYJApCTB, CYIIECTBOBABIINX HAa CEBEPO-BOCTOKe A3epOaiimkana. [Tonmutuka
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[IupBaniraxoB ObUIa HAIpaBiIeHA HA YKpEIUIEHHE 0OOPOHHON MOIIM rOCyJapcTBa M COOIIOAeHUE
TpaauLi MHOTOKOH(peccuoHanbHOCTH. Kpenocts DHbIX, HECOMHEHHO, OblIa YacThIO €AMHOM (op-
TU(PUKAITMOHHOM crcTeMbl U QyHKIOHUpoBana B IX-XIV Beka. bbutn nogy4eHbl HOBbIE JaHHBIE O
paHHEN TaTUpPOBKe KpernocTu. BrepBble ObUIM HCCIEOBAHBI BECbMa MHTEPECHBIE 3aXOPOHEHUS B
OKPECTHOCTAX KpenocTH. OTIMYUTEIBHONH 0COOEHHOCTBIO MOTrpeOeHU CTaI0 M300paKEHHUE Maphbl
KpPECTOB, Ha OJIHOM M3 HaArPOOHBIX KaMHEN HIM)Ke KOTOPBIX UMeEJIacCh HaIIUCh, BBIIIOJIHEHHAs apad-
CKUM IIMCBbMOM. DJTO IOKa3aTellb COBMECTHOI'O IPOXKUBAHUS MPEJCTABUTENICH MYCyJIbMaHCKOH U
XPUCTHAHCKOM KOH(eccuu, XapaKTepHBIH I UCCIIeyeMOro nepuoaa.

@dukcanus MaMATHUKOB OoJjiee paHHETro Mepuoja B DHBIXE OTKPHIBAET BO3MOXKHOCTH IIepe-
CMOTpa CIOKUBIIUXCA KOHLenuui. CpeJHEBEKOBOE MOCEIIEHNE DHBIX CYLIECTBOBAJIO HA TEPPUTO-
pUH OJTHOMMEHHOTO COBPEMEHHOTO Celia, 3TOT BOmpoc Tpedyer OoJiee TIATENFHOTO HCCIEI0BAHUS
U T€M CaMbIM CO3J1a€T CTUMYJI JUIsl IPOAODKEHUS apXEOJIOTMUECKUX PACKOIIOK C LIEJIBI0 YTOUHEHUS
XPOHOJIOTUU H3y4aeMbIX O0OBEKTOB.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Azepoaiioscan, I'ycapckuil paiion, DHuIX, UCCIe008aHUSA, APXeolocUYecKUe
PAcKonku, cpedHue 6exa, 000POHUMENbHOE COOPYICEHUE
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