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Larisa ALISHANOVA 
ON THE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN TURKIC AND  

COSSACK FOLKLORE 
 
                                                   Summary 
The question of similarities between the folklore of different peoples is of 

interest to ethnographers, linguists, and folklorists. Scholars note similarities in 
the interpretation of common themes, in the development of images, and in style. 
Similarities also apply to the methods of creation and distribution of folklore 
works. In order to explain these similarities, it is necessary to study the history of 
contacts between the Turks and the Cossacks. It is necessary to understand how 
cultural and everyday assimilation and mutual influence took place in the history 
of these peoples. The similarities between the folklore of the Turks and the 
Cossacks reflect the influence of identical living conditions and similar ways of 
thinking, which are a consequence of the identity of the most important human 
concepts, ideas, and feelings. 
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  Kurroglou was a Turkman of the tribe of Tuka; his 
real name was Roushan, and that of his father Mirza-Serraf. The latter was in the 
service of Sultan Murad, ruler of one of the provinces of Turkestan, as Master of 
the Stud to that potentate10.          
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